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CONNOISSEUR. 

By      Mr.      r  O    W  N, 
CRITIC    and    CENSOR-GENERAL. 

NUMB.  XXXVI.    Thvrfday,  Ofiober  3, 


Non  fie  incerto  mutantur  flamine  Syrtes, 
Nee  folia  hyberno  jam  tremefa&a  Noto. 

PROPERT. 

Our  Drefs,  Jllll  varying,  nor  to  forms  confin'd,] 
Shifts  like  thefands,  tbffport  of  euyry  wind. 

)tr^^"jM[  HAVE  fomewhere  feen  a  picture,  re- 
T    ^*  prefenting  a  man  and  woman  of  every 


nation  in  the  world,  dreft  according 
to  fae  m0(je  Qf  ^gjj.  refpe(^ive  coun- 
tries.     I  could  not  help  reflecting  at  the  time, 
that  the  fafhions,  which  prevail  in  England  for 
VOL,  II.  B  the 
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the  fpace  of  a  century,  would  enable  any  of 
our  painters  to  fill  a  piece  with  as  great  a 
variety  of  habits;  and  that  an  Englijlman  or 
Englljhwoman^  in  one  part  of  it,  would  be  no 
more  like  an  Englijhman  or  Englijhwornan  in  the 
other,  than  a  Frenchman  refembles  a  Chinefe. 
Very  extraordinary  revolutions  have  already  hap- 
pened in  the  habits  of  this  kingdom ;  and  as 
drefs  is  fubjed>to  unaccountable  changes,  pofte- 
rity  may  perhaps  fee  without  furprife,  our  ladies 
flrut  about  in  breeches,  while  our  men  waddle 
in  hoop-petticoats. 

I  N  the  days  of  queen  Elizabeth,  it  was  the  fa- 
fhion  for  the  ladies  to  conceal  and  wrap  up  as 
much  of  their  bodies  as  they  could :  Their  necks 
were  encompafied  with  a  broad  ruff,  which  like- 
wife  fpread  itfelf  over  their  bofomsj  and  their 
ileeves  Were  continued  down  and  fattened  clofe 
to  their  wrifts,  while  only  their  feet  were  al- 
lowed juft  to  peep  from  beneath  the  modeft  far- 
dingale ;  fo  that  nothing  was  expofed  to  the  im- 
pertinent eye  of  man  but  their  faces.  Our  mo- 
dern ladies  have  run  into  the  contrary  extreme, 
and  appear  like  fo  many  rope-dancers  :  They 
have  difcarded  as  much  of  their  cloaths  as  with 
any  tolerable  decency  can  be  thrown  off,  and 
may  be  faid  (like  the  Indian)  to  be  all  face :  the 

neck 
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neck  and  bofom  are  laid  bare,  and  difentangled 
from  the  invidious  veil  of  an  handkerchief;  the 
flays  are  funk  half  way  down  the  waift,  and  the 
petticoat  has  rifen  in  the  fame  proportion  from 
the  ancle.  Nor  is  the  lover  only  captivated  by 
the  naked  charms,  which  meet  his  fight  before  ; 
but  our  ladies,  like  the  Parthiam,  have  alfo 
learned  the  art  of  wounding  from  behind,  and 
attract  our  attention  no  lefs  by  laying  their  ftioul- 
ders  open  to  the  view ;  which  (as  a  young  phy- 
fician  of  my  acquaintance  once  obferved)  makes 
them  look,  as  if  they  were  prepared  to  receive  a 
blifter.  A  Naked  Lady  is  no  longer  the  admi- 
ration only,  of  a  mafquerade  :  every  public  aflem- 
bly  will  furnifli  us  with  Iphigenias  undreft  for  the 
facrifice  j  and  if  the  next  fummer  fhould  happen 
to  be  an  hot  one,  our  ladies  will  perhaps  im- 
prove on  the  thin  vefture  of  the  Spartan  virgins, 
and  appear  abroad  in  nothing  but  a  gauze  {hade 
and  lawn  petticoat.  If  the  men  fhould  take  the 
hint  from  the  other  fex,  and  begin  to  {trip  in 
their  turn,  I  tremble  to  think  what  may  be 
the  confequence :  for,  if  they  go  on  in  propor- 
tion with  the  women,  we  may  foon  expect  to 
fee  our  fine  gentlemen,  like  the  Highlanders, 
without  breeches. 

B  2  IT 
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IT  would  be  endlefs  to  trace  the  ftrange  revo- 
lutions, that  have  happened  in  every  part  of  the 
female  drefs  within  thefe  few  years.  The  hoop 
has  been  known  to  expand  and  contract  itfelf 
from  the  fize  of  a  butter-churn  to  the  circum- 
ference of  three  hogfheads :  at  one  time  it  was 
Hoped  from  the  waift  in  a  pyramidical  form  ;  at 
another  it  was  bent  upwards  like  an  inverted 
bow,  by  which  the  two  angles,  when  fqueezed 
up  on  each  fide,  came  in  contact  with  the  ears. 
At  prefent  it  is  nearly  of  an  oval  form,  and 
fcarce  meafures  from  end  to  end  above  twice  the 
length  of  the  wearer.  The  hoop  has,  indeed, 
loft  much  of  it's  credit  in  the  female  world,  and 
has  fuffered  much  from  the  innovation  of  fliort 
facks  and  negligees;  which,  it  muft  be  confefied, 
are  equally  becoming  to  the  lady  of  pleafure  and 
the  lady  of  quality :  for  as  the  men  will  agree, 
that  next  to  no  cloaths  at  all  nothing  is  more  ra- 
vithing  than  an  eafy  difhabille,  our  ladies  for  that 
reafon  perhaps  come  into  public  places,  as  if 
they  were  juft  got  out  of  bed,  or  as  if  they  were 
ready  to  go  into  it.  This,  while  it  is  the  fa- 
fhion,  muft  be  agreeable  j  but  I  muft  own,  that 
I  could  fooner  approve  of  their  encircling  them- 
felves  in  fo  many  ells  of  whalebone,  than  to  fee 
them  affect  to  appear  with  their  cloaths  huddled 
on  fo  loofely  and  indecently.  This  manner  of 

dreffing, 
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dreflinss  or  rather  not  drefling,  was  brought  from 
Paris :  but  I  would  have  my  fair  readers  confider, 
that  as  this  loofe  method  of  drefs  is  calculated  to 
hide  any  defects  in  the  body,  it  is  very  impolitic  to 
fuffer  all  that  fymmetry  and  elegant  turn  of  fliape 
they  are  miftrefies  of,  to  be  fmothered  under  it ; 
fince  thefe  habits  can  be  of  no  more  fervice  to 
their  perfons,  than  paint  (that  other  Paris  com- 
modity) can  add  to  the  natural  red  and  white  of 
their  complexion,  though  perhaps  it  may  heighten 
the  fallow  vifages  of  the  French. 

BUT  of  all  the  branches  of  female  drefs,  no 
one  has  undergone  more  alterations  than  that  of 
the  head.  The  long  lappets,  the  horfe-fhoe  cap, 
the  Brujfih  head,  and  the  prudifh  mob  pinned 
under  the  chin,  have  all  of  them  had  ther  day. 
The  prefent  mode  has  rooted  out  all  thefe  fuper- 
fluous  excrefiencies,  and  in  the  room  of  a  flip  of 
cambrick  or  lace  has  planted  a  whimfical  fprig  of 
fpangles  or  artificial  flowrets.  We  may  remem- 
ber, when  for  a  while  the  hair  was  tortured  into 
ringlets  behind  :  at  prefent  it  is  braided  into  a 
queiie^  (like  thofe  formerly  worn  by  the  men, 
and  ftill  retaining  the  original  name  of  Ramtilies) 
which,  if  it  were  not  reverted  upwards,  would 
make  us  imagine,  that  our  fine  ladies  were  af- 
flicted with  the  Plica  Polonica> 

B  3  IF 
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IF  the  caps  have  pafled  through  many  meta- 
morphofes,  no  lefs  a  change  has  been  brought 
about  in  the  other  coverings  contrived  for  the 
head.  The  diminutive  high-crowned  hat,  the 
bonnet,  the  hive,  and  the  milk-maid's  chip  hat, 
were  refcued  for  a  time  from  old  women  and 
fervant  girls,  to  adorn  heads  of  the  firft  famion. 
Nor  was  the  method  of  cocking  hats  lefs  fluctuat- 
ing, 'till  they  were  at  length  fettled  to  the  pre- 
fent  mode;  by  which  it  is  ordered,  that  every 
hat,  whether  of  ftraw  or  fiik,  whether  of  the 
chambermaid  or  miftrefs,  muft  have  their  flaps 
turned  up  perpendicularly  both  before  and  be- 
hind. If  the  end  of  a  fine  lady's  drefs  was  not 
rather  ornamental  than  ufcful,  we  fhould  think 
it  a  little  odd,  that  hats,  which  feem  naturally 
intended  to  fcreen  their  faces  from  the  heat  or  fe- 
verity  of  the  weather,  ftiould  be  moulded  into  a 
fliape,  that  prevents  their  anfwering  either  of 
thefe  purpofes  :  but  we  muft,  indeed,  allow  it 
to  be  highly  ornamental,  as  the  prefcnt  hats 
worn  by  the  women  are  more  bold  and  impu- 
dent than  the  broad-brimmed  ftaring  Kevenbullers 
worn  a  few  years  ago  by  the  men.  Thefe  hats 
are  alfo  decorated  with  two  waving  pendants  of 
ribband,  hanging  down  from  the  brim  on  the 
left  fide.  I  am  not  fo  much  offended  at  the  flam- 
ing air,  which  thefe  ftreamers  carry  with  them, 
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as  I  am  afraid  left  it  fliould  fpoil  the  charming 
eyes  of  my  pretty  country-women,  which  are 
conftantly  provoked  to  caft  a  glance  at  them; 
and  I  have  myfelf  often  obferved  an  obliging 
ogle  or  raviming  leer  intercepted  by  thefe 
mediums  j  fo  that,  when  a  lady  has  intended 
to  charm  her  lover,  fhe  has  (Locked  him  with 
an  hideous  fquint. 

THE  ladies  have  long  been  feverely  rallied  on 
their  too  great  attention  to  finery :  but,  to  own 
the  truth,  drefs  feems  at  prefent  to  be  as  much 
the  ftudy  of  the  male  part  of  the  world  as  the 
female.  We  have  gentlemen,  who  "  will  lay 
"  a  whole  night  (as  Benedick  fays)  carving  the 
"  fafliion  of  a  new  doublet."  They  have  their 
toilettes  too,  as  well  as  the  ladies,  fet  out  with 
wafhes,  perfumes  and  cofmetics  ;  and  will  fpend 
the  whole  morning  in  fcenting  their  linnen, 
drefling  their  hair,  and  arching  their  eyebrows. 
Their  heads  (as  well  as  the  ladies)  have  under- 
gone various  mutations,  and  have  worn  as  many 
different  kinds  of  wigs,  as  the  block  at  their  bar- 
ber's. About  fifty  years  ago  they  buried  their 
heads  in  a  bufli  of  hair  ;  and  the  beaux  (as  Swift 
fays)  "lay  hid  beneath  the  penthoufe  of  a  fujl-bot- 
"  tomed  periwig,"  But  as  they  then  {hewed  no- 
thing but  the  nofe,  mouth  and  eyes,  the  fine 
B  4  gentlemen 
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gentlemen  of  our  time  not  only  oblige  us  with 
their  full  faces,  but  have  drawn  back  the  fide 
curls  quite  to  the  tip  of  the  ear. 

As  France  appears  to  be  the  wardrobe  of  the 
world,  I  fhall  conclude  my  paper  with  a  piece 
of  fecret  hiftory,  which  gives  us  fome  infight 
into  the  origin  of  deriving  all  our  fafliions  from 

thence. The   celebrated   lord  Fopp'mgton, 

among  his  other  amours,  had  once  an  intrigue 
n-ith  a  milliner  of  Covert-Garden,  who  after  fome 
time  brought  a  lovely  girl  into  the  world,  and 
called  her  after  his  lordfhip's  furname,  FASHION. 
The  milliner  brought  up  the  child  in  her  own 
houfe  'till  the  age  of  fifteen,  at  which  time  (he 
grew  very  prefling  with  lord  Foppington  to  make 
fome  provifion  for  his  daughter.  My  lord,  who 
was  never  much  pleafed  with  this  confequence  of 
his  amours,  that  he  might  be  rid  of  the  girl  for 
ever,  put  her  into  the  hands  of  a  friend,  who 
was  going  abroad,  to  place  her  in  a  nunnery: 
but  the  girl,  who  had  very  little  of  the  veftal  in 
her  difpofition,  contrived  to  efcape  from  her 
conductor,  and  flew  to  Paris.  There  her  beauty 
and  fprightlinefs  foon  procured  her  many  friends  j 
and  fhe  opened  a  genteel  (hop  in  her  mother's 
bufmefs.  She  foon  made  herfelf  remarkable  for 
contriving  the  moft  elegant  head-drefles,  and 

cutting 
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cutting  out  ruffles  with  the  moft  raviftiing  Hope : 
her  fancy  was  befides  fo  inexhauftible,  that  fhe 
almoft  every  day  produced  a  great  variety  of  new 
and  beautiful  patterns.  She  had  many  adorers, 
and  at  laft  married  his  Moft  Chriftian  Majefty's 
taylor.  This  alliance  brought  the  drefs  of  all 
Paris  under  their  jurifdidlion  ;  and  the  young 
lady,  out  of  a  natural  love  to  her  native  coun- 
try, propofed  the  extending  their  care  to  the  fine 
gentlemen  and  ladies  of  London.  In  perfuance 
of  this,  Monfeeur  her  hufband,  two  or  three  times 
in  the  year,  tranfmits  a  fuit  of  cloaths  entirely 
a  la  Paris  as  a  Pattern  to  Meffieurs  Regnier  and 
Lynch  of  Leicefter- Fields  and  Pail-Mall,  while  his 
wife  fends  over  a  little  wooden  MademalfeUe  to 
her  relations  in  Taviftock-Street. 


B  5  NUMB. 
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NUMB.  XXXVII.  Thurfday,  Offober  10,   1754. 

Eja !  fudabis  fatis, 

Si  cum  illo  incaeptas  homine :  ea  eloquentia  eft ! 

TER. 

By  my  troth,  you  will  fiveat  for  it,  if  you  once  begin 
with  ibis  man  :  he  has  fuch  amazing  eloquence* 

A  CORRESPONDENT  writes  to  me,  that  after 
X\.  having  confidered  the  Art  of  Speaking  in 
the  Theatre,  as  alfo  celebrated  the  practice  of  it 
in  the  Robin  Hood  Society,  my  remarks  will  not 
be  complete,  except  I  take  notice  of  the  extraor- 
dinary eloquence  of  the  Clare-Market  Orator. 
He  defires  me  to  remember,  that  this  Univerfal 
Genius  has  from  time  to  time  declared  from  his 
Roftrum  with  a  thundering  elocution, — "  that 
"  there  is  but  one  Orator  in  the  world,  and  He 
"  is  the  man — that  Sir  Robert  Walpole,  and  all 
*  the  great  men  in  the  kingdom,  have  been  His 
"  fcholars — and  that  Bifhops  have  come  to  his 
"  Oratory  to  learn  to  preach." 

I  HAVE,  indeed,  obferved  with  a  good  deal  of 
concern,  that  the  Orator  has  of  late  difcontinued 
to  oblige  the  public  with  his  Sunday  evening 

ledures 
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ledures  as  ufual.  Inftead  of  feeing  Ms  Oratory- 
Chapel  (hut  up,  I  was  in  hopes,  that  every  parifh 
church  in  the  kingdom  would  be  opened  on  the 
fame  principles.  How  much  more  falutary  were 
his  tenets,  fetting  forth  the  fufficiency  of  reafon, 
than  the  cold  do&rine  of  our  clergy  preaching  up 
the  neceflity  of  faith  !  how  fuperior  was  his  form 
of  prayer  to  our  whole  liturgy,  and  how  much 
better  adapted  to  particular  occafions  !  —  "  A 
"  Prayer  for  a  finking  bridge  ! — Prayer  for  the 
"  White  Rofe  !  —  Prayer  for  Jactfon'a  Journal ! 

*'  — Prayer  for  the  heads  on  Temple- Barf" 

In  thefe  pious  addrefles  he  would  firft  invoke  the 
Supreme  Being  in  the  moft  folemn  manner; 
then  fuddenly  flide  into  the  familiar,  and  pray, — 
"  that  we  might  not  hear  the  croaking  of  Dutch 

"  Nightingales  in  the  king's  chambers  ; or 

on  another  occafion,  "  that  our  clergy  might 
"  not  ftudy  Shakefpeare  more  than  the  Gofpel, 
"  and  that  they  might  be  rather  employed  on 
"  the  Evangel  ifts,  than  As  you  like  it,  or  Much 
"  ado  about  nothing". 

I  CANNOT  but  likewife  lament  the  lofs  of  the 
entertainment,  which  his  Advertifements  ufed  to 
give  us  every  Saturday  in  the  news-papers.  The 
terms  in  which  they  were  commonly  exprefled 
were  clear  and  elegant,  and  furniflied  the  reader 
B  6  with 
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with  an  admirable  idea  of  the  Dodor's  manner 
from  the  pulpit.  For  inftance,  when  he  told  you 
his  text  was  from  Ifaiab,  and  quoted  thefe  words 
"  — Strt!  10  Jun!  No  Hnvr !  Down  with 
"  the  Rmp  ! — we  might  form  a  tolerable  judg- 
ment of  the  great  reverence  he  paid  the  Bible ; 
and  when  he  called  his  Afiembly — «  The  ORA- 
"  TORY— P.  Charles's  Chapel" — we  might  g«efs 
at  his  loyalty  and  patriotifm.  Thefe  were  the 
advantages,  which  we  derived  from  his  Chapel ; 
and  if  the  Oratory  remains  fhut,  I  {hall  begin  to 
fear,  that  things  will  continue  in  their  prefent 
Clocking  ftate ;  and  that  the  Scheme  lately  pro- 
pofed  in  one  of  my  papers  for  abolijhing  Chrtjiianity 
will  not  take  cffe& ;  at  which  I  am  more  parti- 
cularly concerned,  as  it  will  hinder  the  advance- 
ment of  this  great  man.  For,  if  fuch  a  revolu- 
tion ftiould  happen  in  the  church,  the  Orator's 
principles  would  be  found  fo  entirely  fundamen- 
tal, that  he  would  probably  then  hold  fome  ho- 
nourable ftation,  equal  to  our  prefent  Archbifhop 
of  Canterbury. 

THE  public  for  thefe  reafons  will  doubtlefs 
join  with  me  in  a  petition,  that  this  illuftrious 
Divine  would  again  refume  his  ftation  in  the 
pulpit :  at  leaft  I  could  wifli,  that  fome  able 
Theclogift,  who  has  been  long  pra&ifed  in  de- 
ciding 
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ciding  on  the  moft  abftrufe  points  of  religion  in 
the  Robin  Hood  Society,  may  be  deputed,  in  the 
abfence  of  the  Orator,  to  officiate  as  his  curate. 
I  would  alfo  recommend  it  to  the  members  of  the 
abovementioned  Society  to  attend  thefe  lectures 
regularly  j  whence  they  may  gather  ftrongcr  ar- 
guments for  their  difputations,  than  from  reading 
Collins,  Chubby  "Unduly  Bolingbrokey  or  any  other 
orthodox  Free-thinker  whatever.  Upon  the 
whole  I  cannot  conclude  without  obferving,  that 
fuch  is  the  ingratitude  of  the  age,  that  the  fingu- 
lar  merits  of  our  Orator  are  not  fufficiently  re- 
garded. He  is,  indeed,  defervedly  carefled  by  the 
Butchers  of  Clare-Market :  but  had  our  Orator 
been  born  at  Athens  or  Rome,  he  would  certainly 
have  been  deified  as  the  God  of  Butchers,  have 
been  worfhipped  like  Ofiris  under  the  figure  of  a 
Calf,  or  have  had  a  ftatue  erected  to  him  in  the 
Forum  or  Market-Place  among  the  Shambles. 

THUS  much  I  thought  myfelf  bound  to  fay  in 
praife  of  the  Orator  and  Oratory  j  as  he  has 
fome  time  ago  done  me  the  honour  of  a  letter, 
which  I  am  very  glad  of  this  opportunity  to  com- 
municate to  my  readers.  The  private  epiftles  of 
Tully  are  very  unequal  to  his  orations  :  but  the 
following  letter  is  in  the  very  ftile  and  fpirit  of 
our  Orator's  animated  difcourfes  from  the  pulpit. 
I  fliall  therefore  prefent  it  to  the  public  exadly 

as 
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as  I  received  it,  (the  emphatical  words  being  dif- 
tinguiflied  in  ftridl  conformity  to  the  original  ma- 
nufcript)  without  prefuming  to  alter  or  iupprefs 
the  leaft  fyllable. 

To  Mr.  BALDWIN  and  Mr.  TOWN. 

'754  7«b  26> 

THE  Liberty  of  the  Prefs,  as  you  praclife 
it,-  and  your  author,  Mr.  Town,  (i.  e. 
Mr.  No-body,  for  he  dares  not  publifh  his  Name, 
and  abode,  nor  confront  one  he  abufes,)  is  the 
Greateft  of  Grievances ;  it  is  the  Liberty  of 
Lying  and  of  Slandering,  and  deftroying  Repu- 
tations, to  make  your  Paper  fell ;  Reputation  is 
dearer  than  Life,  and  your  and  your  Scribbler's 

BLOOD  fhould  anfwer  your  Scandal: You 

have  published  the  Scoundrel's  Diflionary,  put  his 
Name  and  your  own  into  it ;  He  and  you  have 
often  befpattered  the  Orator  and  Oratory  in  Clare- 
market the  Oratory  is  NOT  in  Claremarket, 

which  is  in  a  different  Parim  ;  So  that,  You  and 
He  LYE  :  *  and  Butcher;  are  [feldom  blotted  out] 

*  This  reminds  me  of  a  fimilar  defence  made  by  Ward  the 
doggrel-wnter,  whofe  genius  for  poetry  was  exactly  of  a  piece  with 
that  of  our  Orator  for  profe  compositions.  Jacob,  in  his  Account 
of  Ward,  happened  to  fay,  that  "  of  late  years  he  had  kept  a 
"  public  houfe  in  the  city."  This  Mr.  Ward  highly  rtfented  j 
and  in  a  book.,  called  Apollo's  Maggot,  declared  it  to  be  a  LYE^ 
protefting,  "  that  his  public  houfe  was  NOT  in  the  City,  but  in 
Moor-Field^' 

never 
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never  there  ;  -  You  both  LYE  too  in  faying, 
that  it  is  calculated  (INTENDED)  for  Atheifm 
and  Infidelity,  -  its  Religion  is  -  the  «  Ob- 
e  ligation  of  Man  to  referable  the  Attributes  of 
'  God  to  his  power,  by  the  practice  of  Univerfal 
'  Right  Reafon  j  believing  Chriftianity  of  Chrift 
'  call'd  Reafon  the  wifdom  of  God.  —  This  is 
'  the  Reverfe  of  Atheifm  and  Infidelity  -  and 
*  Blafphemy.'  - 

The  writer  of  the  following,  who  figns  himfelf 
a  Member  of  the  Robin  Hood  Society,  threaten* 
me,  that  in  cafe  I  do  not  print  his  letter  immedi- 
ately, the  Qiieftion  «»  Whether  Mr.  TOWN  be 
"  a  greater  fool  or  a  fcoundrel,"  fhall  be  debated 
at  their  next  meeting. 


To      Mr.      ro  WN. 
S  I  R, 

I  WOULD  have  you  to  know,  that  the  perforj 
as  fent  you  the  account  of  our  Club  did  not 
do  right.  He  reprefents  us  all  as  a  pack  of  tradef- 
men  and  mechanics,  and  would  have  you  think  as 
how  there  are  no  gentlemen  among  us.  But  that 
is  not  the  cafe  :  I  am  a  gentleman,  and  we  have  a 
great  many  topping  people  befides.  Though  Mr. 
Prcfident  is  but  a  baker,  and  we  have  a  {hoe- 
maker,  and  fome  other  handicraftfraen,  that  com* 
to  talk  ;  yet  I  can  allure  you  they  know  as  much 

of 
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of  religion  and  the  good  of  their  country,  (and 
other  fuch  matters,)  as  any  of  we  gentlemen. 
But,  as  I  faid,  we  have  a  good  many  topping 
folks  befides  myfelf :  for  there  is  not  a  night,  but 
we  have  feveral  young  lawyers  and  counfellors, 
and  doctors,  and  furgeons,  and  captains,  and 
poets,  and  players,  and  a  great  many  Irifhmen 
and  Scotchmen  (very  fine  fpeakers)  who  follow 
no  buiinefs;  befides  feveral  foreigners,  who  are  all 
of  them  great  men  in  their  own  country.  And 
we  have  one  fquire,  who  lives  at  t'other  end  of 
the  town,  and  always  comes  in  his  chariot. 

And  fo  as  I  faid,  we  have  a  good  many  tip-top 
people,  as  can  talk  as  well  as  any  of  your 
play-folks  or  parfons  :  and  as  for  my  part  every 
body  knows  that  I  am  a  lord's  gentleman,  and 
never  was  the  man  that  wore  a  livery  in  my  life. 
I  have  been  of  the  Club  more  or  lefs  off  and  on 
for  thefe  fix  years,  and  never  let  a  queftion  pafs 
me,  Mr.  Prefident  knows  it:  and  though  I  fay 
it  that  mould  not  fay  it,  I  can  talk  (and  fo  can 
any  of  our  Club)  as  well  as  the  beft  of  you  poets 
can  write.  And  fo  as  I  faid,  I  expe6t  you  will 
put  it  in  your  paper,  that  we  have  a  great  many 
gentlemen  in  our  Club  befides  myfelf. 

Your  humble  fervant, 
T  JAMES  WAIT. 
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NUMB.  XXXVIII.    Thurfday,  October  17,  1754. 

—  —  Equos  ut  qui  mercantur.  --        HOR. 

To  have  and  hold  for  better  or  for  worfe, 
IVe  buy  a  wife,  jujl  as  we  buy  an  horfe. 

AT  a  certain  coffee-  houfe  near  the  Temple  , 
the  bar  is  kept  by  a  pretty  coquet  ;  a  piece 
of  furniture  almoft  as  neceflary  for  a  coffee-room 
in  that  fituation  as  the  news-papers.  This  lady, 
you  may  be  fure,  has  many  admirers,  who  are 
now  and  then  glad  of  an  opportunity  to  relieve 
themferves  fr;  m  the  fevere  fludy  of  the  law  by 
a  foft  converfation  with  this  fair  one,  and  repeat- 
ing on  the  occafion  all  the  tender  things  they 
can  remember  from  plays,  or  whatever  elfe 
Orgeat  or  Capillaire  can  infpire.  Among  the  many 
pretenders  to  her  favour  there  is  one  faithful 
fwain,  who  has  long  entertained  a  ferious  paffion 
for  her.  This  tender-hearted  gentleman,  who 
is  grown  fo  lean  with  living  upon  love,  that  one 
would  imagine  "  the  blafts  of  January  would 
"  blow  him  through  and  through,"  comes  every 
evening,  and  fits  whole  hours  by  the  bar,  gazing 
at  his  miftrefs,  and  taking  in  large  draughts  of 
love  and  hyfon  tea.  Never  was  fwain  in  fuch 

cruel 


i8  The  CONNOISSEUR.  N8.  38. 
cruel  circumftances.  He  is  forced  to  bear  with 
patience  all  the  haughty  infolence  of  this  goddefs 
of  bread  and  butter  j  who,  as  (he  knows  him  in 
her  power,  keeps  him  at  a  diftance,  though  fhe 
behaves  with  the  perteft  familiarity  to  the  other 
coxcombs,  who  are  continually  buzzing  about 
her.  At  eleven  he  fntiaks  off  pale  and  difcon- 
tented  ;  but  cannot  forbear  coming  again  the 
next  evening,  though  he  knows  how  vilely  he 
fhiill  be  ufed  by  his  miitrefs,  and  that  he  is 
laughed  at  even  by  the  waiters. 

IF  all  true  lovers  were  obliged,  like  this  un- 
happy gentleman,  to  carry  on  their  courtftiips  in 
public,  we  fhould  be  witnefs  to  many  fcenes 
equally  ridiculous.  Their  aukward  defire  of 
pleafmg  influences  every  trivial  gefturej  and 
when  love  has  once  got  pofleffion  of  a  man's 
heart,  it  {hews  itfelf  down  to  the  tips  of  his  fin- 
gers. The  converfation  of  a  languiihing  in- 
amorato is  made  up  chiefly  of  dumb  figns,  fuch  as 
fighs,  ogles,  or  glances :  but  if  he  offers  to  break 
his  pafllon  to  his  miftrefs,  there  is  fuch  a  ftam- 
mering,  faultering,  and  half-wording  the  matter, 
that  the  language  of  love,  fo  much  talked  of  by 
poets,  is  in  truth  no  language  at  all.  Whoever 
fhould  break  in  upon  a  gentleman  and  lady, 
while  fo  critical  a  converfation  is  going  forward, 

would 
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would  not  forbear  laughing  at  fuch  an  extraordi- 
nary tete  a  tcte,  and  would  perhaps  cry  out  with 
Ranger ,  that  "  nothing  looks  fo  filly  as  a  pair 
"  of  your  true  lovers." 

SINCE  true  and  fincerelove  is  fare  to  make  it's 
votaries  thus  ridiculous,  we  cannot  fufficiently 
commend  our  preient  people  of  quality,  who 
have  made  fuch  laudable  attempts  to  deliver 
thcmfelves  and  pofterity  from  it's  bondage.  In 
a  fafhionable  wedding  the  man  or  woman  are 
neither  of  them  confidered  as  reafonable  creatures, 
who  come  together  in  order  to  "  comfort,  love, 
tl  cherifla,  honour  or  obey,"  according  to  their 
refpe&ive  duties,  but  are  regarded  merely  as  in- 
ftruments  of  joining  one  eftate  to  another.  Acre 
marries  acre  ;  and  to  increafe  and  multiply  their 
fortunes,  is  in  genteel  matches  the  chief  confi- 
deration  of  man  and  wife.  The  courtfhip  is  car- 
ried on  by  the  council  of  each  party ;  and  they 
pay  their  addrefT  s  by  billet-doux  upon  parch- 
ment. The  great  conveniency  of  expelling  love 
from  matrimony  is  very  evident :  Married  per- 
fons  of  quality  are  never  troubled  with  each 
others  company  abroad,  or  fatigued  with  dull 
matrimonial  difcourfes  at  home  :  My  lord  keeps 
his  girl,  my  lady  has  her  gallant ;  and  they 
both  enjoy  all  the  faftiionable  privilege  of 

wedlock 
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wedlock  without  the  inconveniences.  This  would 
never  be  the  cafe,  if  there  was  the  leaft  fpark  of 
love  fubfifting  between  them ;  but  they  muft  be 
reduced  to  the  fame  fituation  with  thofe  wretches 
who  (as  they  have  nothing  to  fettle  on  each 
other  but  themfelves)  are  obliged  to  make  up  the 
deficiencies  of  fortune  by  affection.  But  while 
thefe  miferable,  fond,  doating,  unfafhionable 
coUples  are  obliged  to  content  themfelves,  with 
love  and  a  cottage,  people  of  quality  enjoy  the 
comforts  of  indifference  and  a  coach  and  fix. 

THE  late  Marriage-Adi:  is  excellently  adapted 
to  promote  this  prudential  proceeding  with  re- 
fpedt  to  wedlock.  It  will  in  time  inevitably  abo- 
Jifh  the  old  fyftem  of  founding;  matrimony  on  af- 
fe&ion ;  and  marrying  for  love  will  be  given  up 
for  the  fake  of  marrying  according  to  Adi  of  Par- 
liament. There  is  now  no  danger  of  an  hand- 
fome  worthy  young  fellow  of  fmall  fortune  run- 
ning away  with  an  heirefs ;  for  it  is  not  fufficient 
to  infmuate  himfelf  into  the  lady's  favour  by  a 
voluble  tongue  and  a  good  perfon,  unlefs  he  can 
alfo  fubdue  the  confiderate  parents  or  guardians 
by  the  merits  of  his  rent-roll.  As  this  adl  pro- 
motes the  method  of  difpofing  of  children  by  way 
of  bargain  and  fale,  it  confequently  puts  an  end 
to  that  ridiculous  courtfhip,  arifing  from  ample 

love. 
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love.  In  order  therefore  to  confirm  (as  far  as 
poflible)  the  happy  confequences  of  this  A&,  I 
have  been  long  endeavouring  to  hit  on  fome  ex- 
pedient, by  which  all  the  circumftances  prepara- 
tory to  wedlock  may  be  carried  on  in  a  proper 
manner.  A  Smitbfield  bargain  being  fo  common 
in  metaphor,  I  had  once  fome  thoughts  of  pro- 
pofing  to  realize  it,  and  had  almoft  completed  a 
plan,  by  which  all  the  young  perfons  (like  fer- 
vant  girls  at  a  ftatute-fair  in  the  country)  were 
to  be  brought  to  market,  and  difpofed  of  in  one 
part  of  Snutlifield*  while  the  fheep  and  horfes 
were  on  fale  in  another. 

IN  the  midft  of  thefe  ferious  confiderations,  I 
received  a  fcheme  of  this  nature  from  my  good 
friend  Mr.  KEITH,  whofe  chapel  the  late  Mar- 
riage Ad  has  rendered  ufelefs  on  it's  original 
principles.  This  reverend  gentleman,  feeing 
that  all  hufbands  and  wives  are  henceforward  to 
be  put  up  to  fale,  propofes  ihortly  to  open  his 
chapel  on  a  more  new  and  fafhionable  plan.  As 
the  ingenious  Meflieurs  Henfon  and  Bever  have 
lately  opened  in  different  quarters  of  the  town 
Repofitories  for  all  horfes  to  be  fold  by  auclion ; 
Mr.  KEITH  intends  fetting  up  a  Repofitory  for 
all  young  males  and  females  to  be  difpofed  of  in 
marriage.  From  thefe  ftuds  (as  the  Doctor  himfelf 

exprefies 
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exprefles  it)  a  lady  of  beauty  may  be  coupled 
to  a  man  of  fortune,  and  an  old  gentleman,  who 
has  a  colt's  tooth  remaining,  may  match  himfelf 
with  a  tight  young  filly. 

THE  Doctor  makes  no  doubt,  but  his  Chapel 
will  turn  out  even  more  to  his  advantage  on  this 
new  plan  than  on  it's  firft  mftitution,  provided 
he  can  fecure  hisTcheme  to  himfelf,  and  reap  the 
benefits  of  it  without  interlopers  from  the  Fleet. 
To  prevent  his  defign  being  pirated,  he  intends 
petitioning  the  parliament,  that  as  he  has  been 
fo  great  a  fufferer  by  the  Marriage  Act,  the  fole 
right  of  opening  a  Repofltory  of  this  fort  may  be 
vefted  in  him,  and  that  his  place  of  refidence  in 
May-Fair  may  ftill  continue  the  grand  mart  for 
marriages.  Of  the  firft  day  of  fale  proper  notice 
will  be  given  in  the  public  papers ;  and  in  the 
mean  time  I  am  defired  to  communicate  the  fol- 
lowing fpecimen  of  his  ftoclc  to  my  readers. 

CATALOGUE  /MALES  and  FEMALES,  to 
to  be  difpofed  of  in  Marriage  to  the  Be/I  Bidder, 
at  Mr.  KEITH'J  Repojitiry  in  May- Fair. 

A  LADY  of  Quality,  very  high  blood  ;  related 
by  the  mother's  fide  to  a  peer  of  France ; 
her  Dam  came  from  one  of  the  old; ft  families  in 
and  her  great  great  great  Grandfire  was 
brought 
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brought  over  with  William  the  Conqueror.  Fit  to 
go  in  a  coach  and  fix,  and  proper  for  any  rich 
tradefman,  who  is  deitrous  to  mend  the  breed.  Her 
loweft  price  to  prevent  trouble  is  5oo/.  per  ann. 
pin-money,  and  a  proportionable  jointure. 

A  Young  Lady  of  1 00,000 /.  fortune — to  be 
bid  for  by  none  under  the  degree  of  peers,  or  a 
commoner  of  at  leaft  treble  the  income. 

An  Homely  Thing  that  can  read,  write,  cail 
accounts,  and  make  an  excellent  pudding. — — 
This  lot  to  be  bid  for  by  none  but  fhop-keepers 
or  country  parfons. 

Three  Maiden  Ladies — Aged — to  be  bid  for 
by  none  but  ftout  young  fellows  of  fix  foot,  found 
wind  and  limb,  and  without  blemifh. 

Four  Widows,  young  and  rich — to  be  bid  for 
by  none  but  things  of  mettle  and  high  blotfd. 

The  Daughter  of  a  Country  Squire — the  father 
of  this  Lady  came  to  town  to  fell  a  yoke  of  oxen 
at  Smith  field)  and  a  load  of  hay  in  the  Hay- 
Market.  Whoever  buys  them  (hall  have  the  Lady 
into  the  bargain. 

A  Methodift  Lady,  Reliftof  a  Knight  deceafed 
within  this  twelvemonth — would  be  a  good  bar- 
gain to  any  handfome  young  gentleman,  who 
would  comfort  her  in  the  Spirit. 

A  very 
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A  very  pretty  Young  Woman,    but  a  good 
deal  in  debt — would  be  glad  to  marry  a  Member 
of  Parliament,  or  a  Jew. 

An  handfome  Houfekeeper,  juft  come  out  of 
the  country — would  do  for  any  private  gentle- 
man. She  has  been  ufed  to  go  in  an  one-horfe- 
chair,  and  is  fit  for  a  citizen's  fervice  on  a  Sunday. 

A  tall  Irijhman,  warranted  found,  lately  in  the 
pofTeflion  of  a  Lady  Dowager.  The  reafon  of  his 
being  fold,  is  that  the  owner  (who  is  married)  has 
no  further  ufe  for  him. 

A  Blood  of  the  firft  rate,  very  wild,  and  has 
run  loofe  all  his  life,  but  is  now  broke,  and  will 
prove  very  tractable. 

An  Hackney  Writer,  troubled  with  the  farcy, 

broken-winded,  and  very  poor would  be  glad 

to  be  releafed  from  his  prefent  mafter,  a  book- 
feller,  and  bear  the  lefs  grievous  y "  .e  of  matri- 
mony. Whoever  will  take  him  into  feeding, 
fhall  have  his  Ptgafus  into  the  bargain. 

A  Young  Ward,  now  in    training    at  Eton 

fchool. The  guardian  is  willing  to  part  with 

him  to  any  lady  for  a  round  fum  of  money. 

If  not  fold,  he  will  be  fent  into  the  country,  and 

matched  with  his  guardian's  daughter. 

Five 
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Five  Templars — all  Irifti — No  one  to  bid  for 

thefe  lots  of  lefs  than  1 0,000 /.  fortune. 

Wanted — four  dozen  of  Young  Fellows,  and 

one  dozen  of  Young  Women  willing  to  marry 

to  advantage — to  go  to  Nova  Scotia 
W 

NUMB.  XXXIX.  Thurfday,  Ottober  24,   1754. 

-  Sepulchri 

Mitte  fupervacuos  honores.  H  OR. 

Tbefe  but  the  trappings  and  the  Jigns  of  woe. 

SHAKESPEARE. 

AS  I  was  paffing  the  other  night  through  a 
narrow  little  lane  in  the  fkirts  of  the  city, 
I  was  flopped  by  a  grand  proceffion  of  an  hearfe 
and  three  mourning-coaches  drawn  by  fix  horfes, 
accompanied  with  a  great  number  of  flambeaus 
and  attendants  in  black.  I  naturally  concluded, 
that  all  this  parade  was  employed  to  pay  the  laft 
honours  to  fome  eminent  perfon,  whofe  confe- 
fequence  in  life  required,  that  his  afhes  fhould  re- 
ceive all  the  refpeft,  which  his  friends  and  rela- 
tions could  pay  them :  but  I  could  not  help 
fmiling,  when  upon  enquiry  I  was  told,  that  the 
corpfe  (on  whom  all  this  expence  had  been  la- 
viflied)  was  no  other  than  Tom  Tajler  the  cheefe- 
VOL,  II.  C  monger, 
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monger,  who  had  lain  in  ftate  all  the  week  at  hfs 
houfe  in  Thames-ftreet^  and  was  going  to  be  depo- 
fited  with  his  anceftors  in  White-Chapel  burying- 
ground.  This  illuftrious  perfonage  was  the  Ton 
of  a  butcher  in  White-Chapel,  and  died,  indeed, 
but  in  indifferent  circumftances :  his  widow,  how- 
ever, for  the  honour  of  hr  family,  was  refolved 
at  all  events  to  BURY  HIM  HANDSOMELY. 

I  HAVE  already  taken  notice  of  that  ridiculous 
affectation  among  the-  middling  fort  of  people, 
which  induces  them  to  make  a  figure  beyond 
their  cirucn.  {lances :  Nor  is  this  vanity  lefs 
abfurd,  which  extends  to  the  duft,  and  by  which 
the  dead  are  made  acceflary  to  robbing  the  living. 
I  have  frequently  known  a  greater  fum  expended 
at  the  funeral  of  a  tradefman,  than  would  have 
kept  his  whole  family  for  a  twelvemonth  j  and  it 
has  more  than  once  happened,  that  the  next  heir 
has  been  flung  into  goal,  for  not  being  able  to 
pay  the  undertaker's  bill. 

THIS  abfurd  notion  of  being  HANDSOMELY 
BURIED  has  given  rife  to  the  moft  contradictory 
cuftoms,  that  could  pofiibly  be  contrived  for  the 
advantage  of  death-hunters.  As  funerals  are  at 
prefent  conducted,  all  drftin&ion  is  loft  among 
us ;  and  there  is  no  more  difference  between  the 

duke 
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cluke  and  the  dancing-mafter  in  the  manner  of 
their  burial,  than  is  to  be  found  between  their 
duft  in  the  grave.  It  is  eafy  to  account  for  the 
introduction  of  the  hearfe  and  mourning- coach 
in  our  funeral  ceremonies ;  though  their  pro- 
priety is  entirely  deftroyed  by  the  promifcuous 
ufe  of  them.  Our  ancient  and  noble  families 
may  be  fuppofed  to  have  particular  family-vaults 
near  their  manfion-houfes  in  the  country,  and  in 
which  their  progenitors  have  been  depofited  for 
ages.  It  is  therefore  very  natural,  that  perfons 
of  diflindion,  who  had  been  ufed  to  be  conveyed 
to  their  country-feats  by  a  fet  of  horfes,  fliould 
be  alfo  tranfported  to  their  graves  by  the  fame 
number ;  and  be  attended  with  the  fame  magnifi- 
cence at  their  deaths,  which  they  had  been  accuf- 
tomed  to  in  their  lives.  But  the  fpirit  of  affect- 
ing the  manners  of  the  great  has  made  the  loweft 
plebeians  vie  with  people  of  quality  in  the  pomp  of 
their  "burials :  A  tradefman,  who  has  trudged  on 
foot  all  his  life,  (hall  be  carried  after  death, 
fcarce  an  hundred  yards  from  his  houfe,  with  the 
equipage  and  retinue  of  a  lord ;  and  the  plodding 
cit,  whofe  ambition  never  foared  beyond  the  oc- 
cafional  one-horfe- chair,  muft  be  dragged  to  his 
long  home  by  fix  horfes.  Such  an  ill-timed 
oftentation  of  grandeur  appears  to  me  no  lefs  ridi- 
culous than  thevanity  of  the  highwayman,  who  fold 
C  2  his 
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his  bodyto  the  furgeons,thathe  might  hire  a  mourn- 
ing-coach, and  go  to  the  gallows  like  a  gentleman. 

THERE  is  another  cuftom,  which  was  doubtlefs 
firft  introduced  by  the  great,  but  has  been  fince 
adopted  by  others,  who  have  not  the  leaft  title  to  it. 
The  herald's  office  was  originally  inftituted  for  the 
diftin£*.ion  and  prefervation  of  gentility ;  and  no- 
body is  allowed  to  bear  a  coat  of  arms  unlefs  it  is 
peculiarly  appropriated  to  the  family,  and  the 
bearer  himfelf  is  entitled  to  that  honourable  badge. 
From  this  confideration  we  may  account  for 
the  pradice  of  hanging  the  hearfe  round  with 
efcutcheons,  on  which  the  arms  of  the  deceafed 
were  blazoned,  and  which  ferved  to  denote  whofe 
afhes  it  conveyed.  For  the  fame  purpofe,  an 
atchievement  was  afterwards  fixed  over  the  door  of 
the  late  habitation  of  the  deceafed.  This  enfign  of 
death  may  fairly  be  indulged,  where  the  perfons 
are  enobled  by  their  birth  or  ftation,  and  where  it 
ferves  to  remind  the  pafler-by  of  any  great  or  good 
actions  performed  by  the  deceafed,  or  to  infpire 
the  living  with  an  emulation  of  their  virtues.  But 
vhv,  forfooth,  cannot  an  obfcure  or  infignificant 
creature  go  out  of  the  world,  without  advertifmg 
it  by  the  atchievement  ?  For  my  part,  I  generally 
confider  it  as  a  bill  on  an  empty  houfe,  which 
ferves  the  widow  to  acquaint  us,  that  the  former 

tenant 
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tenant  is  gone,  and  that  another  occupier  is  wanted 
in  his  room.  Many  families  have,  indeed,  been  very 
much  perplexed  in  making  out  their  right  to  this 
mark  of  gentility,  and  great  profit  has  arifen  to 
the  herald's  office  by  the  purchafe  of  arms  for 
this  purpofe.  Many  a  worthy  tradefman  of  ple- 
beian extraction  has  been  made  a  gentleman  after 
his  deceafe  by  the  courtefy  of  his  undertaker; 
and  I  once  knew  a  keeper  of  a  tavern,  who  not 
being  able  to  give  any  account  of  his  wife's  ge- 
nealogy, put  up  his  fign,  the  Kings  Arms,  for  au 
atchievement  at  her  death. 

IT  was  the  cuftom,  in  the  time  of  the  plague, 
to  fix  a  mark  on  thofe  houfes,  in  which  any  one 
had  died.  This  probably  may  have  given  rife  to 
the  general  fafliion  of  hanging  up  an  atchievement. 
However  this  be,  it  is  now  defigned  as  a  polite 
token,  that  a  death  has  happened  in  the  family  ; 
and  might  reafonably  be  underftood  as  a  warning 
to  keep  people  from  intruding  on  their  grief.  No 
fuch  thing  is,  indeed,  intended  by  it ;  1  am  there- 
fore of  opinion,  that  it  ought  every  where  to  be 
taken  down  after  the  firft  week.  Whatever  out- 
ward figns  of  mourning  may  be  preferved,  no  re- 
gard is  ever  paid  to  them  within  :  the  fame  vifit- 
ings,  the  fame  card-playings,  are  carried  on  as 
before  i  and  fo  little  refpcct  is  fhewn  to  the 
C  3  atchievement, 
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atchievement,  that  if  it  happens  (as  it  often  does) 
to  interfedl  one  of  the  windows  in  the  grand  apart- 
ment, it  is  occafionally  removed,  whenever  the 
lady  dowager  gives  a  grand  entertainment. 

THIS  naturally  leads  me  to  confider  how  much 
<c  the  cuftomary  fuits  of  folemn  black,"  and  the 
other  "  trappings  and  figns  of  woe,"  are  be- 
come a  mere  faice  and  matter  of  form  only. 
When  a  perfon  of  diftindtion  goes  out  of  the 
world,  not  only  the  relations,  but  the  whole 
houfehold,  muft  be  cloathed  in  fable.  The 
kitchen-wench  fcours  her  difhes  in  crape,  and 
the  helper  in  the  ftables  rubs  down  his  horfes  in 
black  leathern  breeches.  Every  thing  muft  put  on 
a  difmal  appearance :  even  the  coach  muft  be 
covered  and  lined  with  black.  This  laft  parti- 
cular, it  is  reafonable  to  imagine,  is  intended 
(like  a  death's  head  on  the  toilette)  to  put  the 
owner  conftantly  in  mind,  that  the  pomp  of  the 
world  and  all  gay  purfuits  arc  but  vain  and  pe- 
rifhable.  Yet  what  is  more  common,  than  for 
thefe  vehicles  to  wait  at  the  doors  of  the  theatres, 
the  opera-houfe,  and  other  public  places  of  di- 
verfion  ?  Thofe,  who  are  carried  in  them,  are 
as  little  affected  by  their  difmal  appearance,  as 
the  horfes  that  draw  them ;  and  I  once  faw  with 
great  furprife  an  harlequin,  a  fcaramouch,  a  fhep- 

herdefs, 
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herdefs,  and  a  black  fattin  devil,  get  into  a 
mourning-coach  to  go  to  a  jubilee  mafquerade. 

IF  I  fhould  not  be  thought  to  lay  too  much 
ftrefs  on  the  lefler  formalities  obferved  in  mourn- 
ing, I  might  mention  the  admirable  method  of 
qualifying  the  melancholy  hue  of  the  mourning- 
ring,  by  enlivening  it  with  the  brilliancy  of  a  dia- 
mond. I  knew  a  young  lady,  who  wore  on  the 
fame  finger  a  ring  fet  round  with  death's  heads 
and  crofs  marrow-bones,  for  the  lofs  of  her  father, 
and  another  prettily  embeliiftied  with  burning 
hearts  pierced  through  with  darts,  in  refpe&  to 
her  lover.  But  what  I  moft  of  all  admire  is  the 
ingenious  contrivance,  by  which  perfons  fpread  the 
tidings  of  the  death  of  their  relations  to  the  moft 
diftant  parts,  by  means  of  black-edged  paper, 
and  black  fealing-wax.  If  it  were  poflible  to  ini 
fpect  the  feveral  letters  that  bear  about  them  thefe 
external  tokens  of  grief,  I  believe  we  fhould 
hardly  ever  find  the  contents  of  the  fame  gloomy 
complexion  :  a  merry  tale,  or  an  amorous  liikt- 
doux)  would  be  much  oftener  found  to  be  con- 
veyed under  thefe  difmal  pafports,  than  doleful 
lamentations  or  reflections  on  mortality :  and, 
indeed,  thefe  mock  figns  of  woe  are  fo  little  at- 
tended to,  that  a  perfon  opens  one  of  thefe  letters 
with  no  more  concern,  than  is  felt  by  the  poft- 
man  who  brings  it. 

C4  WE 
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WE  cannot  fuppofe,  that  black-edged  paper 
was  ever  intended  to  be  defiled  by  vulgar  hands, 
but  was  contrived,  like  gilt  paper,  for  the  ufe  of 
the  polite  world  only.  But  alas  !  we  muft  al- 
ways be  aping  the  manners  of  our  betters.  My 
agent  fends  me  letters  about  bufmefs  upon  gilt 
paper ;  and  a  ftationer  near  the  'Change  tells  me, 
that  he  not  only  fells  a  great  quantity  of  mourn- 
ing paper  to  the  citizens,  but  that  he  has  lately 
blacked  the  edges  of  the  (hop-books  for  feveral 
tradefmen.  My  readers  muft  have  feen  an  ele- 
gant kind  of  paper,  imported  from  France,  for  the 
ufe  of  our  fine  ladies  and  gentlemen.  An  ac- 
quaintance of  mine  has  contrived  a  new  fort  of 
mourning  paper  on  the  fame  plan:  and  as  the 
margin  of  the  other  is  prettily  adorned  with 
flowers,  true  lovers  knots,  little  Cupids,  and 
amorous  pofies  in  red  ink ;  he  intends,  that  the 
margin  of  his  paper  mail  be  difmally  ftamped  in 
black  ink  with  the  figures  of  tomb-ftones,  hour- 
glafles,  bones,  fkulls,  and  other  emblems  of 
death,  to  be  ufed  by  perfons  of  quality,  when 
in  mourning. 


NUMB. 
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Periculofae  plenum  opus  aleae.  HOR. 

Curjl  is  the  wretch,  enjlav'd  tofucb  a  vice. 
Who  ventures  life  and  foul  upon  the  dice. 

To     Mr.     r  O   W  N. 

S  I  R, 

YOUR  frequent  ridicule  of  the  feveral 
branches  of  Gaming  has  given  me  great 
pleafure  :  I  could  only  wifh,  that  you  had  com- 
pleated  the  defign  by  drawing  at  large  the  pour- 
trait  of  a  gamefter.  This,  flnce  you  omitted  It 
I  have  ventured  to  undertake ;  and  while  your 
papers  on  this  fubjeft  ferve  as  a  counter-treatife 
to  that  of  Hoyle  on  Whirl,  Hazard,  &c.  my 
rough  draught  of  the  profeflbrs  of  thefe  arts  may 
tend  to  illuftrate  the  work,  and  ftand  as  properly 
in  the  frontifpiece,  as  the  Knave  of  Clubs  at  th« 
door  of  a  cardmaker. 

THE  whole  tribe  of  Gamefters  may  be  ranked 

under  two  divifious :    Every  man,    who  makes 

carding,  dicing,    and  betting  his  daily  practice, 

is  either  a  Dupe  or  a  Sharper  3  two  characters, 

C  5  equally 
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equally  the  obje&s  of  envy  and  admiration.  The 
Dupe  is  generally  a  perfon  of  great  fortune  and 
weak  intellects, 

"  Who  will  as  tenderly  be  led  by  th'  nofe, 
"  As  afies  are."  SHAKESPEARE. 

He  plays,  not  that  he  has  any  Helight  in  cards  or 
dice,  but  becaufe  it  is  the  fafhion ;  and  if  whift 
or  hazard  are  propoied,  he  will  no  more  refufe 
to  make  one  at  the  table,  than,  among  a  fet  of 
hard  drinkers,  he  would  objedt  to  drinking  his 
glafs  in  turn,  becaufe  he  is  not  dry. 

THERE  are  fome  few  inftances  of  men  of 
fenfe  as  well  as  family  and  fortune,  who  have 
been  Dupes  and  bubbles.  Such  an  unaccountable 
itch  of  play  has  feized  them,  that  they  have 
facrificed  every  thing  to  it,  and  have  feemed 
wedded  to  ieven's  the  main,  and  the  odd  trick. 
There  is  not  a  mere  melancholy  object  than  a 
gentleman  of  fenfe  thus  infatuated.  He  makes 
himfelf  and  family  a  prey  to  a  gang  of  villains, 
more  infamous  than  highwaymen  j  and  perhaps, 
when  his  ruin  is  completed,  he  is  glad  to  join  with 
the  very  fcoundrels  that  deftroycd  him,  and  live 
upon  the  fpoils  of  others,  whom  he  can  draw  into 
the  fame  follies  that  proved  fo  fatal  to  himfelf. 

«      HERE 


N°.40.  The  CONNOISSE.UR.  35 
HERE  we  may  take  a  furvcy  of  the  character 
of  a  Sharper ;  and  that  he  may  have  no  room  to 
complain  of  foul  play,  let  us  begin  with  his  excel- 
lencies. You  will  perhaps  be  ftartled,  Mr. 
TOWN,  when  I  mention  the  excellencies  of  a 
Sharper;  but  a  Gamefter,  who  makes  a  decent 
figure  in  the  world,  muft  be  endued  with  many 
amiable  qualities,  which  would  undoubtedly  ap- 
pear with  great  luftre,  were  they  not  eclipfed  by 
the  odious  character  affixed  to  his  trade.  In  or- 
der to  carry  on  the  common  bufinefs  of  his  pro- 
fefiion,  he  muft  be  a  man  of  quick  and  lively 
parts,  attended  with  a  Stoical  calmnefs  of  temper, 
and  a  conftant  prefence  of  mind.  He  muft  imile 
at  the  lofs  of  thoufands  ;  and  is  not  to  be  difccm- 
pofed,  though  ruin  flares  him  in  the  face.  As 
he  is  to  live  among  the  great,  he  muft  not  want 
politenefs  and  affability ;  he  muft  be  fubmifiive, 
but  not  fervile  j  he  muft  be  mafter  of  an  iu- 
genuous  liberal  air,  and  have  a  feeming  open- 
nefs  of  behaviour. 

THESE  muft  be  the  chief  accomplishments  of 
our  hero :  but  left  I  (hould  be  accufed  of  giving 
too  favourable  a  likenefs  of  him,  now  we  have 
feen  his  outfide,  let  us  take  a  view  of  his  heart. 
There  we  fhall  find  avarice  the  main  fpring,  that 
moves  the  whole  machine.  Every  Gamefter  is 
C  6  eaten 
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eaten  up  with  avarice ;  and  when  this  pafiion  is 
in  full  force,  it  is  more  ftrongly  predominant  than 
any  other.  It  conquers  even  luft ;  and  conquers 
it  more  effectually  than  age.  At  fixty  we  look 
at  a  fine  woman  with  pleafure  :  but  when  cards 
and  dice  have  engroffed  our  attention,  women 
and  all  their  charms  are  flighted  at  five  and 
twenty.  A  thorough  Gamcfter  renounces  Venus 
and  Cupid  for  PJutus  and  Ames-ace,  and  owns  no 
miflrefs  of  his  heart  except  the  Queen  of  Trumps. 
His  infatiable  avarice  can  only  be  gratified  by  hy- 
pocrify ;  fo  that  all  tliofe  fpecious  virtues  already 
mentioned,  and  which,  if  real,  might  be  turned 
to  the  benefit  of  mankind,  rnuft  be  directed  in  a 
Gamefter  towards  the  deftruclion  of  his  fellow- 
creatures.  His  quick  and  lively  parts  ferve  only  to 
inftrucl  and  aflift  him  in  the  moft  dextrous  me- 
thod of  packing  the  cards,  and  cogging  the  dice  j 
his  fortitude,  which  enables  him  to  lofe  thou- 
fends  without  emotion,  muft  often  be  praclifed 
agajnft  the  flings -and  reproaches  of  his  own  con- 
fcience ;  and  his  liberal  deportment  and  affected 
opennefs  is  only  a  fpecious  veil,  to  recommend  and 
conceal  the  blackeft  villainy. 

IT  is  now  necefTary  to  take  a  fecond  furvey  of 
his  heart ;  and  as  we  have  feen  it's  vices,  let  us 
confider  it's  miferies.  The  covetous  man,  who 

has 
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has  not  fufficient  courage  or  inclination  to  en- 
creafe  his  fortune  by  bets,  cards,  or  dice,  but  is 
contented  to  hoard  up  his  thoufands  by  thefts  lefs 
public,  or  by  cheats  lefs  liable  to  uncertainty, 
lives  in  a  ftate  of  perpetual  fufpicion  and  terror ; 
but  the  avaricious  fears  of  the  Gamefter  are  infi- 
nitely greater.  He  is  conftantly  to  wear  a  mafk  ; 
and  like  Monfieur  St.  Croix^  coadjutor  to  that  fa- 
mous empoifonneufe,  Madame  Brinvillier,  if  his 
mafk  falls  off,  he  runs  the  hazard  of  being  fuffo- 
cated  by  the  ftench  of  his  own  poifons.  I  have 
feen  fome  examples  of  this  fort  not  many  years 
ago,  at  White's.  I  am  uncertain,  whether  the 
wretches  are  ftill  alive  ;  but  if  they  are,  they 
breathe  like  toads  under  ground,  crawling  amidft 
old  walls,  and  paths  long  fmce  unfrequented. 

BUT  fuppofmg  that  the  Sharper's  hypocrify 
remains  undetected,  in  what  a  ftate  of  mind 
muft  that  man  be,  whofe  fortune  depends  upon 
the  infmcerity  of  his  heart,  the  difingenuity  of  his 
behaviour,  and  the  falfe  bias  of  his  dice  ?  What 
fenfations  muft  he  fupprefs,  when  he  is  obliged 
to  fmile,  although  he  is  provoked  ;  when  he 
muft  look  ferene  in  the  height  of  defpair ;  and 
when  he  muft  act  the  Stoic,  without  the  confo- 
lation  of  one  virtuous  fentiment,  or  one  moral 
principle  ?  How  unhappy  muft  he  be  even  in 

that 
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that  fituation,  from  which  he  hopes  to  reap  moft 
benefit ; — I  mean,  amidft  ftars,  garters,  and  the 
various  herds  of  nobility  ?  Their  lordfhips  are  not 
always  in  an  humour  for  play:  they  chufe  to  laugh ; 
they  chufe  to  joke ;  in  the  mean  while  our  hero 
muft  patiently  await  the  good  hour,  and  muft 
not  only  join  in  the  laugh,  and  applaud  the 
joke,  but  muft  humour  every  turn  and  caprice, 
to  which  that  fet  of  fpoiled  children,  called  bucks 
of  quality,  are  liable.  Surely  his  brother  Thicket's 
employment,  of  fauntering  on  horfeback  in  the 
wind  and  rain  'till  the  Reading  coach  pafles 
through  Smallberry-Greerii  is  the  more  eligible, 
and  no  lefs  honeft  occupation. 

THE  Sharper  has  alfo  frequently  the  mortifica- 
tion of  being  thwarted  in  his  defigns.  Opportuni- 
ties of  fraud  will  not  for  evtr  prefent  themfelves. 
The  falfe  die  cannot  be  conftantly  produced, 
nor  the  packed  cards  always  placed  upon  the 
table.  It  is  then  our  Gamefter  is  in  the 
greateft  danger.  But  even  then,  when  he  is 
in  the  power  of  fortune,  and  has  nothing  but 
mere  luck  and  fair  play  on  his  fide,  he  muft 
ftand  the  brunt,  and  perhaps  give  away  his 
laft  guinea,  as  cooly  as  he  would  lend  a  no- 
bleman a  fhilling. 

OUR 
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OUR  hero  is  now  going  off  the  ftage,  and  his 
cataftrophe  is  very  tragical.  The  next  news  we 
hear  of  him  is  his  death,  atchieved  by  his  own 
hand,  and  with  his  own  piftol.  An  inqueft  is 
bribed,  he  is  buried  at  midnight,  and  forgotten 
before  fun-rife. 

THESE  two  pourtraits  of  a  Sharper,  wherein 
I  have  endeavoured  to  (hew  different  likenefies  in 
the  fame  man,  puts  me  in  mind  of  an  old  print, 
which  I  remember  at  Oxford,  of  Count  Guifcard. 
At  firft  fight  he  was  exhibited  in  a  full- bottom 
wig,  an  hat  and  feather,  embroidered  cloaths, 
diamond  buttons,  and  the  full  court-drefs  of  thofe 
days :  but  by  pulling  a  ftring,  the  folds  of  the 
paper  were  (hifted,  the  face  only  remained,  a 
new  body  came  forward,  and  Count  Guifcard 
appeared  to  be  a  DEVIL. 

I  am,    SIR, 

Your  humble  lervant, 

M.N. 


NUMB. 
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NUMB.  XLI.    Tburfday^  November  7,  1754. 

Qui  ftudet  optatam  curfu  contingere  metam, 
Multa  tulit  fecitque  puer.  -  HOR. 

Gownfmen  with  Jockeys  bold  an  equal  pace, 
Learn'  din  the  Turf,  and  Students  of  the  Race. 


Mr.  VILLAGE  to  Mr. 
DEAR  COUSIN, 

TH  E  following  letter,  occafioned  by  the 
late  races  at  Newmarket,  and  written  by  a 
fellow-commoner  of  -  ;  -  College,  Cambridge^ 
to  a  friend  in  London,  feU  into  my  hands  by  ac- 
cident. The  writer,  if  we  may  judge  by  his  ftile 
and  manner,  is  really,  according  to  the  modern 
phrafe,  a  GENIUS.  As  I  look  upon  his  epiftle 
to  be  a  very  curious  original,  I  cannot  help  de- 
manding for  it  a  place  in  your  paper,  as  well  as 
for  the  remarks  which  I  have  taken  the  liberty  to 
fubjoin  to  it. 

Vo  JOHN  WILDFIRE,  Efo  to  Be  left  at  Mrs. 
DOUGLASS'S,  Covent-Garden,  London. 

Dear  Jack!  QQober  10,  1754. 

IW  A  s  in  hopes  I  fhould  have  met  you  at 
Newmarket  races  j  but  to  fay  the  truth,  if  your 
luck  had  turned  out  fo  bad  as    mine,    you  did 

better 
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better  to  ftay  away.  Dick  Riot,  Tom  Lcungclt^  and 
I  went  together  to  Newrtutrkef^  the  firft  day  of 
the  meeting.  I  was  mounted  on  my  little  bay 
mare,  that  coft  me  thirty  guineas  in  the  North. 
I  never  crofted  a  better  tit  in  my  life  ;  and  if  her 
eyes  {land,  as  I  dare  fay  they  will,  (he  will  turn 
out  as  tight  a  little  thing  as  any  in  England. 
Then  fhe  is  as  fleet  as  the  wind.  Why,  I  raced 
with  Dick  and  Tom  all  the  way  from  Cambridge 
to  Newmarket :  Dick  rode  his  roan  gelding,  and 
Tom  his  chefnut  mare,  (which,  you  know,  have 
both  fpeed)  but  I  beat  them  hollow.  I  cannot 
help  telling  you,  that  I  was  drefled  in  my  blue 
riding-frock  with  plate-buttons,  with  a  leather 
belt  round  my  waift,  my  jemmy  turn-down 
boots  made  by  Tullt  my  brown  fcratch  bob,  and 
my  hat  with  the  narrow  filver-lace,  cocked  in  the 
true  fporting  tafte  :  fo  that  altogether  I  don't  be- 
lieve there  was  a  more  knowing  figure  upon  the 
courfe.  I  was  very  flufli  too,  Jack  ;  for  Mi~ 
chaelmas-day  happening  damn'd  luckily  juft  about 
the  time  of  the  races,  I  had  received  fifty  guineas 
for  my  quarterage.  As  foon  as  I  came  upon  the 
courfe,  I  met  with  fome  jolly  bucks  from  London* 
I  never  faw  them  before ;  however,  we  were  foon 
acquainted,  and  I  took  up  the  odds  ;  but  I  was 
damnably  let  in,  for  I  loft  thirty  pieces  flap,  the 
firft  day.  The  day  or  two  after,  I  had  no  re- 
markable 
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markable  luck  one  way  or  the  other ;  but  at  laft 
I  laid  all  the  cafti  I  had  left  upon  lord  March's 
Smart)  who  loft,  you  know  j  but  between  you 
and  me,  I  have  a  great  notion  Tom  Marfnal  rode 
booty.  However,  I  had  a  mind  to  pufh  my  luck 
as  far  as  I  could  ;  fj  I  fold  my  poor  little  mare 
for  twelve  pieces,  went  to  the  coffee-houfe,  and 
left  them  all  behind  me  at  the  gaming-table  ;  and 
I  fliould  not  have  been  able  to  have  got  back  to 
Cambridge  that  night,  if  Bob  Whip  of  Trinity  had 
not  taken  me  up  in  his  Phaeton.  We  have  had 
a  round  of  dinners  at  our  rooms  fince ;  and  I 
have  been  drunk  every  day  to  drive  away  care. 
However  I  hope  to  recruit  again  foon :  Frank 
Clajjic  of  Pemlrroke  has  promifed  to  make  me  out 
a  long  catalogue  of  Greek  books ;  fo  1  will  write 
directly  to  old  Square-toes,  fend  him  the  lift,  tell 
him  I  have  taken  them  up,  and  draw  on  him  for 
money  to  pay  the  bookfeller's  bill.  Then  I  {hall 
be  rich  again,  Jack;  and  perhaps  you  may  fee 
me  at  the  Sbakefpeare  by  the  middle  of  next 
week  j  'till  when,  I  am, 

Dear  Jad,  yours, 

T.  FLAREIT. 

I  HAVE  often  lamented  the  narrow  plan  of  our 
Univerfity  Education,  and  always  T>bferve  with 
pleafure  any  attempts  to  enlarge  and  improve  it. 

In 
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In  this  light,  I  cannot  help  looking  on  Newmarket 
as  a  judicious  fupplement  to  the  univerfity  of 
Cambridge^  and  would  recommend  it  to  the 
young  ftudeats  to  repair  duly  thither  twice  a 
year.  By  thefe  means  they  may  connect  the 
knowledge  of  polite  life  with  ftudy,  and  come 
from  college  as  deeply  verfed  in  the  genteel  my- 
fteries  of  Gaming,  as  in  Greek,  Latin,  and  the 
Mathematics.  Attending  thefe  folemnities  muft, 
indeed,  be  of  great  fervice  to  every  rank  of  ftu- 
dents.  Thofe,  who  are  intended  for  the 
church,  have  an  opportunity  of  tempering  the 
feverity  of  their  character,  by  an  happy  mixture 
of  the  jockey  and  clergyman.  I  have  known 
fevcral,  who  by  uniting  thefe  oppofite  qualifi- 
cations, and  meeting  with  a  patron  of  their 
own  difpofition,  have  rode  themfelves  into  a 
living  in  a  good  fporting  country  j  and  I  doubt 
not,  if  the  excurfions  of  gownfmen  to  Newmarket 
meet  with  the  encouragement  they  deferve,  but 
we  (hall  fhortly  fee  the  Beacon  Courfe  crouded 
with  ordained  fportfmen  in  fhort  caffbcks.  As  to 
the  fellow-commoners,  I  do  not  fee  how  they 
can  pafs  their  time  more  profitably.  The  fole 
intention  of  their  refidence  at  the  Univerfity  is, 
with  moft  of  them,  to  while  away  a  couple  of 
years,  which  they  cannot  conveniently  difpofe  of 
other  wife.  Their  rank  exempts  them  from  the 

common 
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common  drudgery  of  lectures  and  exercifes ;  and 
the  Golden  Tuft,  that  adorns  their  velvet  caps, 
is  at  once  a  badge  of  honour  and  an  apology  for 
ignorance.  But  as  fome  of  thefe  gentlemen, 
though  they  never  will  be  fcholars,  may  turn  out 
excellent  jockeys,  it  is  but  juftice  to  let  them 
carry  fome  kind,  of  knowledge  away  with  them  ; 
and  as  they  can  never  fhine  as  adepts  in  Sir 
Jfaac  Neuron's  philofophy,  or  critics  on  Homer 
and  Virgil*  we  fhould  fuffer  them  to  make  a 
figure  as  arbiters  of  the  courfe,  and  followers 
of  Aaron  and  Driver. 

I  AM  the  more  earned  on  this  occafion,  be- 
caufe  I  look  upon  Races  as  a  diverfion,  peculiarly 
adapted  to  an  Univerfity,  and  founded  upon 
claflical  principles.  Every  author,  who  has  men- 
tioned the  Ancient  Games,  includes  the  Race,  and 
defcribes  it  with  great  dignity.  This  Game  was 
always  celebrated  with  great  pomp,  and  all  the 
people  of  fa/hion  of  thofe  days  were  prefent  at  it. 
In  the  twenty-third  Iliad  in  particular,  there  is 
not  only  a  difpute  at  the  Race,  but  a  bet  pro- 
pofed  in  as  exprefs  terms  as  at  Newmarket.  The 
wager  offered,  indeed,  is  a  goblet,  which  is 
not  entirely  in  the  manner  of  our  modern  fportf- 
men,  who  rather  chufe  to  melt  down  their  plate 
into  the  current  fpecie,  and  bring  their  fide- 
boards  to  the  courfe  in  their  purfes.  I  am  aware 

alfo, 
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alfo,  that  the  Races  celebrated  by  the  ancients 
were  Chariot-Races:  but  even  in  thefe,  our  young 
fludents  of  the  Univerfity  have  great  emulation 
to  excel  1 :  There  are  among  them  many  very 
good  coachmen,  who  often  make  excurfions  in 
thofe  noble  vehicles,  with  great  propriety  called 
Phaetons,  and  drive  with  as  much  fury  along  the 
road,  as  the  charioteers  in  the  Ancient  Games 
flew  towards  the  goal.  In  a  word,  if  we  have 
not  fuch  noble  Odes  on  this  occafion  as  were 
produced  of  old,  it  is  not  for  want  of  a  Tkeron 
but  a  Pindar. 

THE  advices,  which  I  have  at  feveral  times 
received  of  the  influence  of  the  Races  at  New- 
market on  the  Univerfity,  give  me  great  pleafure. 
It  has  not  only  improved  the  behaviour  of  the 
ftudents,  but  enlarged  their  plan  of  ftudy.  They 
are  now  very  deeply  read  in  Bracken 's  Farriery 
and  the  Complete  Jockey^  know  exactly  how  many 
ftone  they  weigh,  and  are  pretty  competent  judges 
of  the  odds.  I  went  fome  time  ago  to  vifit  a 
fellow-commoner,  and  when  I  arrived  at  his 
chambers,  found  the  door  open,  but  my  friend 
was  not  at  home.  The  room  was  adorned  with 
Seymour' ^  prints  of  horfes  neatly  framed  and 
glazed  j  a  hat  and  whip  hung  on  one  hook,  a  pair 
of  boots  on  another,  and  on  the  table  lay  a  for- 
midable 
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midable  Quarto,  with  the  Sportfrnan's  Calendar  by 
Reginald  Heber,  Efquire.  I  had  the  curiofity  to 
examine  the  book  j  and  as  the  college  is  remark- 
able for  the  ftudy  of  philofophy,  I  expected  to 
fee  Newton's  Principta,  or  perhaps  Sanderfen's 
jflgebra:  but  on  opening  it,  this  huge  volume 
proved  to  be  a  pompous  edition  of  Gibfon's  Trea- 
tife  on  the  Difeafes  of  Horfes. 

THESE  indeed  are  noble  ftudies,  will  preferve 
our  youth  from  pedantry,  and  make  them  men 
of  the  world.  Men  of  genius,  who  are  pleafed 
with  the  theory  of  any  art,  will  not  be  contented 
'till  they  arrive  at  the  practice.  I  am  told,  that 
the  young  gentlemen  often  try  the  fpeed  of  the 
Cambridge  nags  on  the  Beafon  Courfe,  and  that 
feveral  hacks  are  at  prefent  in  training.  I  have 
often  wondered,  that  the  gentlemen,  who  form 
the  club  at  Newmarket,  never  reflected  on  their 
neighbourhood  to  Cambridge,  nor  eftabliflied  (in 
honour  of  it)  an  Univerfity  Plate,  to  be  run  for 
by  Cambridge  hacks,  rode  by  young  gentlemen  of 
the  Univerfity.  An  hint  of  this  kind  will  certainly 
be  fufficient  to  have  this  laudable  defign  put  in 
practice  the  very  next  meeting ;  and  I  cannot 
help  reflecting  on  this  occafion,  what  an  unfpeak- 
able  fatisfaction  it  muft  be  to  thofe  perfons  of 
quality,  who  are  conftantly  at  Newmarket,  to 

fee 
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fee  their  fons  cherifh  the  fame  noble  principles 
with  themfelves,  and  a&  in  imitation  of  their 
example. 

"  Go  on,  brave  youths  !  'till,  in  fome  future  age, 
"  Whips  (hall  become  the  fenatorial  badge ; 
"  'Till  England  fee  her  jockey  fenators 
"  Meet  all  at  IVeJlminfter  in  boots  and  fpurs  } 
<f  See  the  whole  houfe,  with  mutual  frenzy  mad, 
"  Her  patriots  all  in  leathern  breeches  clad  j 
"  Of  bets,  not  taxes,   learnedly  debate, 
"  And  guide  with  equal  reins  afteed  andftate." 
WARTON'S  NEWMARKET. 
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Sermonum  {let  hono»,  et  gratia  vivax. 
HOR. 

energy  and  grace  adorns  our  tcngue  ! 
Sweet  as  the  Grecian,  us  the  Roman  Jlrong  ! 

A  FRIEND  of  mine  lately  gave  me  an  account 
of  a  fet  of  gentlemen,  who  meet  together 
once  a  week,  under  the  name  of  The  ENGLISH 
CLUB.     The  title,  with  which  they  dignify  their 
Society,  arifes  from  the  chief  end  of  their  meet- 
ing* 
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ing,  which  is  to  cultivate  their  Mother  Tongue. 
They  employ  half  the  time  of  their  afiembling  in 
hearing  fome  of  our  beft  Claffics  read  to  them, 
which  generally  furniflies  them  with  converfation 
for  the  reft  of  the  evening.  They  have  infthuted 
annual  feftivals  in  honour  of  Spenfer,  Shakefpcare, 
Milton,  &c.  on  each  of  which  an  oration,  inter- 
fperfed  with  encomiums  on  the  Englijh  language, 
is  fpoken  in  praife  of  the  author,  who  (in  the 
phrafe  of  the  almanack)  gives  the  red  letter  to  the 
day."  They  have  alfo  eftablimed  a  fund,  from 
which  handfome  rewards  are  allotted  to  thofe, 
who  {hall  fupply  the  place  of  any  exotic  terms, 
that  have  been  fmuggled  into  our  language,  by 
homefpun  Entljh  words,  equally  fignificant  and 
exprcffive.  An  order  is  alfo  made  againft  im- 
porting any  contraband  phrafes  into  the  Club,  by 
which  heavy  fines  are  laid  on  thofe,  whofhall  have 
any  modifh  barbarifms  found  upon  them  :  whe- 
ther they  be  foreign  words,  ancient  or  modern,  or 
any  cant  terms  coined  by  The  TOWN,  for  the 
fervice  of  the  current  year. 

THE  whole  account,  which  I  received  from 
my  friend,  gave  me  great  fatisfa&ion :  and  I  ne- 
ver remember  any  fociety,  that  met  together  on 
fuch  commendable  principles.  Their  proceed- 
ings, it  muft,  however,  be  confrfTed,  are  fome- 

what 
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what  unfafhionable ;  for  the  Englijh  Tongue  is 
become  as  little  the  general  care  as  Englijh  Beef, 
or  Englijh  Honefty.  Young  gentlemen  are  ob- 
liged to  drudge  at  fchool  for  nine  or  ten  years, 
in  order  to  fcrape  together  as  much  Greek  and 
Latin,  as  they  can  forget  during  their  tour  abroad  ; 
and  have  commonly  at  the  fame  time  a  private 
mafter,  to  give  them  French  enough  to  land  them 
with  fome  reputation  at  Calais.  This  is  to  be 
fure  very  prudent  as  well  as  genteel.  Yet  fome 
people  are  perverfe  enough  to  imagine,  that  to 
teach  boys  a  foreign  language,  living  or  dead, 
without  at  the  fame  time  grounding  them  in  their 
Mother  Tongue,  is  a  very  prepofterous  plan  of 
education.  The  Romans,  though  they  fiudied  at 
Athens*  directed  their  ftudies  to  the  benefit  of 
their  own  country ;  and  though  they  read  Greek* 
wrote  in  Latin.  There  are  at  this  day  in  France 
Academies  eftablifhed  for  the  fupport  and  pre- 
fervation  of  the  French  language :  and  perhaps, 
if  to  the  prefent  Profeflbrmips  of  Hebrew  and 
Greek,  there  fhould  be  added  a  Profeflbrfhip  of 
the  EngliJJj  language,  it  would  be  no  difgrace  to 
our  learned  Univerfities. 

WHEN  we  confider,  that  our  language  is  pre- 
ferable to  mofr,  if  not  all  others  now  in  being,'  it 
feems  fomething  extraordinary,  that  any  attention 

VOL.  II.  D  (hould 
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fliould  be  paid  to  a  foreign  tongue  that  is  refufed 
to  our  own,  when  we  are  likely  to  get  fo  little  by 
the  exchange.  But  when  we  reflect  further  on 
the  remarkable  purity,  to  which  fome  late  authors 
have  brought  it,  we  are  ftill  more  concerned  at 
the  prefent  neglect  of  it.  This  fhameful  neglect 
I  take  to  be  owing  chiefly  to  thefe  two  reafons ; 
the  falfe  pride  of  thofe  who  are  efteemed  men  of 
learning,  and  the  ridiculous  affectation  of  our  fine 
gentlemen,  and  pretenders  to  wit. 

IN  complaifance  to  our  fine  gentlemen,  who 
are  themfelves  the  allowed  ftandards  of  politenefs, 
I  (hall  begin  with  them  firft.  Their  converfation 
exactly  anfwers  the  defcription,  which  Benedick 
gives  of  Claudia's ':  "  their  words  are  a  very  fan- 
"  taftical  banquet,  juft  fo  many  ftrange  diflies." 
Thefe  dimes  too  are  all  French  \  and  I  do  not  know, 
whether  their  converfation  does  not  a  good  deal 
depend  on  their  bill  of  fare  ;  and  whether  the  thin 
meagre  diet,  on  which  our  fine  gentlemen  fubftft, 
does  not  in  fome  meafure  take  away  the  power  of 
that  bold  articulation,  neceflary  to  give  utterance 
to  manly  Britijh  accents  :  whence  their  converfa- 
tion becomes  fo  "  fantaftical  a  banquet,"  and 
every  fentence  they  deliver  is  almoft  as  heteroge- 
neous a  mixture  as  a  falmagundy.  A  fashionable 
coxcomb  now  never  complains  of  the  vapours, 

but 
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but  tells  you  that  he  is  very  much  ennuyee : — he 
does  not  affeft  to  be  genteel  but  degagee : — nor  is 
he  taken  with  an  elegant  fimplicity  in  a  beautiful 
countenance,  but  breaks  out  in  raptures  on  a 
je  neffai  quoi,  and  a  certain  naivete.  In  a  word, 
his  head  as  well  as  his  heels  is  entirely  French  -y  and 
he  is  a  thorough  petit  maitre  in  his  language  as 
well  as  behaviour.  But  notwithftanding  all  this, 
I  do  not  know,  whether  the  converfation  of  our 
pretenders  to  wit  is  not  ftill  more  barbarous. 
When  they  talk  of  Humbug^  &c.  they  feem  to  be 
jabbering  in  the  uncouth  dialed}  of  the  Hum^  or 
the  rude  gabble  of  the  Hottentots :  or  if  their  words 
are  at  all  allied  to  the  language  of  this  country,  it 
probably  comes  neareft  to  the  ftrange  cant  faid  to 
be  in  ufe  among  houfebreakers  and  highwaymen ; 
and  if  their  jargon  will  bear  any  explanation,  the 
curious  are  moft  likely  to  meet  with  it  in  a  polite 
vocabulary,  lately  publifhed  under  the  title  of  the 
Scoundrel's  Dictionary. 

MANY,  who  are  accounted  men  of  learning, 
if  they  do  not  join  with  fops  and  coxcombs  to 
corrupt  our  language,  at  leaft  do  very  little  to  pro- 
mote it,  and  are  fometimes  very  indifferently 
acquainted  with  it.  There  are  many  perfons  of 
both  our  Univerfities,  who  can  decypher  an  old 
Greek  manufcript,  and  conftrue  Lycophron  extempore, 
D  2  who 
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who  fcarce  know  the  idiom  of  their  own  lan- 
guage, and  are  at  a  lofs  how  to  difpatch  a  fa- 
miliar letter  with  tolerable  facility.  Thefe  gen- 
tlemen feem  to  think,  that  learning  confifts 
merely  in  being  verfed  in  languages  not  generally 
underftood.  But  it  mould  be  confidered,  that 
the  fame  genius,  which  animated  the  ancients, 
has  difpenfed  at  leaft  fome  portion  of  it's  heat  to 
later  ages,  and  particularly  to  the  Englijh.  Thofe, 
who  are  really  charmed  with  Homer  and  Sophocles, 
will  hardly  read  Shakefpeare  and  Milton  without 
emotion  ;  and  if  I  was  inclined  to  carry  on  the 
parallel,  I  could  perhaps  mention  as  many  great 
names  as  Athens  ever  produced.  The  knowledge 
of  Greek,  Latin,  &c.  is  certainly  very  valuable  ; 
but  this  may  be  attained  without  the  lofs  of  their 
Mother  Tongue:  for  thefe  reverend  gentlemen 
fliould  know,  that  languages  are  not  like  prefer- 
ments in  the  church,  too  many  of  which  cannot 
be  held  together.  -  -  ». 

THIS  great  neglect  of  our  own  tongue  is  one 
of  the  principal  reafons,  that  we  are  fo  feldom 
favoured  with  any  publications  from  either  of  our 
Univerfities ;  which  we  might  expect  very  often, 
confidering  the  great  number  of  learned  men 
who  refide  there.  The  prefs  being  thus  deferted 
by  thofe,  who  might  naturally  be  expected  to 

fupport 
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fupport  it,  falls  to  the  care  of  a  fet  of  illiterate 
hirelings,  in  whofe  hands  it  is  no  wonder  if  the 
language  is  every  day  mangled,  and  ftiould  at  laft 
be  utterly  deftroyed.  "Writing  is  well  known  to 
be  at  prefent  as  much  a  trade  as  any  handicraft 
whatever ;  and  every  man,  who  can  vamp  up  any 
thing  for  prefent  fale,  though  void  of  fenfe 
or  fyntax,  is  lifted  by  the  bookfellers  as  an  au- 
thor. But  allowing  all  our  prefent  writers  to  be 
men  of  parts  and  learning,  (as  there  are  doubtlefs 
fome  who  may  be  reckoned  fo)  is  it  probable  that 
they  fhould  exert  their  abilities  to  the  utmoft, 
when  they  do  not  write  for  fame,  like  the  ancients, 
but  as  a  means  of  fubfiftence  ?  If  Herodotus  and 
Livy  had  fold  their  hiftories  at  fo  much  a  (heet, 
and  all  the  other  Greek  and  Latin  daffies  had 
written  in  the  fame  circumftances  with  many 
mo3ern  authors,  they  would  hardly  have  merited 
all  that  applaufe  they  fo  juftly  receive  at  prefent. 
The  plays  of  Sophocles  and  Euripides  might  per- 
haps not  have  been  much  better  than  modern 
Tragedies ;  Virgil  might  have  got  a  dinner  by 
half  a  dozen  Town  Eclogues ;  and  Horace  have 
wrote  Birth-day  Odes,  or  now  and  then  a  lam- 
poon on  the  company  at  the  Bales. 

A  FALSE  modefty  is  another  great  caufe  of  the 

few  publications  by  men  of  eminence  and  learn - 

D  3  ing. 
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ing.  However  equal  to  the  tafk,  they  have  not 
fufficient  confidence  to  venture  to  the  prefs,  but 
are  rather  guilty  of  wilful  injuftice  to  themfelves 
and  to  the  public.  They  are  alfo  amamed  of  ap- 
pearing among  the  common  herd  of  authors. 
But  the  prefs,  though  it  is  often  abufed,  fliould 
by  no  means  be  accounted  fcandalous  or  dif- 
honourable.  Though  a  learned  and  ingenious 
writer  might  not  chufe  to  be  muftered  in  the  fame 

roll  with  or  Mr.  TOWN,  yet 

we  have  an  HOOKE,  a  BROWNE,  an  AKENSIDE, 
and  many  others,  in  whofe  company  it  will  be 
an  honour  to  appear.  I  would  not  willingly  fup- 
pofe,  that  they  are  afraid  to  hazard  the  characters 
they  now  maintain,  of  being  men  of  learning 
and  abilities  ;  for  while  we  only  take  thefe  things 
for  granted,  their  reputations  are  but  weakly 
eftablifiied.  To  refcue  our  Native  Language 
from  the  hands  of  ignorants  and  mercenaries,  is 
a  talk  worthy  thofe,  who  are  accounted  orna- 
ments of  our  Seats  of  Learning ;  and  it  is  furely 
more  than  common  ingratitude  in  thofes  who 
eat  the  bread  of  literature,  to  refufe  their  utmoft 
endeavours  to  fupport  it. 


NUMB. 
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NUMB.  XLIII.   Tburfday,  November  21,  1754. 

Speclaret  populum  ludis  attentius  ipfis, 
Ut  fibi  praebentem  mimo  fpe&acula  plura. 

HOR. 

Pit9  box)  and  gallery  I  with  joy  furvey^ 
And  mire  obferue  the  audience  than  the  play. 

A  FEW  years  ago  an  ingenious  player  gave 
notice  in  the  bills  for  his  benefit  night, 
that  the  Prologue  fhould  be  fpoken  by  the  Pit, 
which  he  contrived  to  have  reprefented  on  the 
ftage.  Another  time  he  drew  in  the  whole  houfe 
to  a&  as  Chorus  to  a  new  farce  j  and  I  remem- 
ber, that  in  the  laft  rebellion  the  loyal  acclama- 
tions of  "  God  fave  the  King"  might  have  been 
heard  from  Drury-Lane  to  Ckaring-Crofs.  Upon 
thefe  and  many  other  occafions  the  audience  has 
been  known  to  enter  into  the  immediate  bufmefs 
of  the  Drama ;  and,  to  fay  the  truth,  I  never  go 
into  the  theatre,  without  looking  on  the  fpe&a- 
tors  as  playing  a  part  almoft  as  much  as  the 
actors  themfelves.  All  the  company  from  the 
ftoge-box  to  the  upper  gallery  know  their  cues 
very  well,  and  perform  their  parts  with  great 
D  4  fpirit. 
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fpirit.  I  begun  the  feafon  with  a  few  animad- 
vcrfions  on  the  chief  faults,  to  which  our  per- 
formers are  liable.  To-day  I  (hall  beg  leave  to 
fay  a  word  or  two  to  the  audience,  as  my  reflec- 
tions on  the  theatre  would  otherwife  be  incom- 
plete. On  this  occafion  I  expect  the  thanks  of 
the  managers  :  and  would  recommend  it  to  them 
to  put  my  thirty-fourth  number  into  a  frame  and 
glafs,  and  hang  it  up  in  the  Green  Room  for  the 
benefit  of  the  players ;  and  to  difpofe  three  or 
four  thoufand  of  the  prefent  number  into  the  fe- 
veral  parts  of  the  houfe,  as  Bayes  difperfed  papers 
to  infrnuate  the  plot  of  his  piece  into  the  boxes. 

THE  firft  part  of  the  audience,  that  demands 
our  attention,  is  fo  nearly  allied  to  the  actors, 
that  they  always  appear  on  the  fame  level  with 
them  :  but  while  the  performer  endeavours  to 
carry  on  the  bufmefs  of  the  play,  thefe  gentle- 
men behind  the  fcenes  ferve  only  to  hinder  and 
difturb  it.  There  is  no  part  of  the  houfe,  from 
which  a  play  can  be  feen  to  fo  little  advantage  as 
from  the  ftage  j  yet  this  fituation  is  very  conve- 
nient on  many  other  confiderations,  of  more  con- 
fequence  to  a  fine  gentleman.  It  looks  particular : 
it  is  the  beft  place  to  (hew  a  handfome  perfon,  or 
an  elegant  fuit  of  cloaths  :  a  bow  from  the  ftage 
to  a  beauty  in  the  box  is  moft  likely  to  attracT:  our 

notice ; 
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notice  ;  and  a  pretty  fellow  may  perhaps  with  to- 
lerable management  get  the  credit  of  an  intrigue 
with  fome  of  the  adlreffes.  But  notwithftanding 
all  thefc  advantages  accruing  to  our  fine  gentle- 
men, I  could  heartily  wifh  they  would  leave  a 
clear  ftage  to  the  performers ;  or  at  leaft  that  none 
fhould  be  admitted  behind  the  fcenes,  but  fuch 
as  would  fubmit  to  be  of  fome  ufe  there.  As 
thefc  gentlemen  are  ready  dreft,  they  might  help 
to  fwell  the  retinue  of  a  monarch,  join  the  en- 
gagement in  a  tragedy  battle,  or  do  any  other 
little  office  that  might  occur  in  the  play,  which 
requires  but  little  fenfe  and  no  memory.^  But  if 
they  have  not  any  genius  for  acting,  and  are  flill 
defirous  of  retaining  their  pods  by  the  fide- 
fcenes,  they  fhould  be  obliged  to  take  a  mufket, 
bayonet,  pouch,  and  the  reft  of  the  accoutre- 
ments, and  (land  on  guard  quietly  and  decently 
with  the  Soldiers. 

THE  Boxes  are  often  filled  with  perfons,  who 
do  not  come  to  the  theatre  out  of  any  regard  to 
Shakefpeare  or  Garricky  but  like  the  fine  Lady  in 
Lethe,  "  becaufe  every  body  is  there."  As  thefe 
people  cannot  be  expecled  to  mind  the  play 
themfelves,  we  can  only  defire  them  not  to  call 
off  the  attention  of  others  j  nor  interrupt  the 
dialogue  on  the  ftage  by  a  louder  converfation 
D5  of 
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of  their  own.  The  filent  courtfliip  of  the  eyes, 
ogles,  nods,  glances,  and  curtfies  from  one  box 
to  another,  may  be  allowed  them  the  fame  as  at 
church  ;  but  nothing  more,  except  at  Corona- 
tions, Funeral  Proceflions  and  Pantomimes.  Here 
I  cannot  help  recommending  it  to  the  gentlemen, 
who  draw  the  pen  from  under  their  right  ears 
about  feven  o'clock,  clap  on  a  bag- wig  and  fword, 
and  drop  into  the  boxes  at  the  end  of  the  third 
a&,  to  take  their  half-crown's  worth  with  as 
much  decency  as  poflible ;  as  well  as  the  Bloods, 
who  reel  from  the  taverns  about  Covent-Gardm 
near  that  time,  and  tumble  drunk  into  the  boxes. 
Before  I  quit  this  part  of  the  houfe,  I  muft  take 
notice  of  that  divifion  of  the  upper-boxes,  pro- 
perly diftinguifhed  by  the  name  of  the  Flefh  Mar- 
ket. There  is  frequently  as  much  art  ufed  to 
make  the  flefh  exhibited  here  look  wholefome, 
and  (as  Tim  fays  in  the  farce)  "  all  over  red  and 
**  white  like  the  infide  of  a  moulder  of  mutton," 
as  there  is  by  the  butchers  to  make  their  veal 
look  white  j  and  it  is  as  often  rank  carrion  and 
fly-blown.  If  thefe  ladies  would  appear  in  any 
other  quarter  of  the  houfe,  I  would  only  beg  of 
them,  and  thofe  who  come  to  market,  to  drive 
their  bargains  with  as  little  noife  as  poflible :  but 
I  have  lately  obferved  with  fome  concern,  that 
thefe  women  begin  to  appear  in  the  lower  boxes 

to 
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to  the  deftruction  of  all  order,  and  great  confu- 
fton  of  all  modeft  ladies.  It  is  to  be  hoped,  that 
fome  of  their  friends  will  advife  them  not  to  pre- 
tend to  appear  there  any  more  than  at  court :  for 
it  is  as  abfurd  to  endeavour  the  removal  of  their 
market  into  the  front  and  fide  boxes,  as  it  would 
be  in  the  butchers  of  St.  James's  Market^  to  at- 
tempt fixing  the  fhambles  in  St.  James's  Square. 

I  MUST  now  dcfire  the  reader  to  defcend  with 
me,  among  laced  hats  and  capuchins,  into  the 
Pit.  The  Pit  is  the  grand  Court  of  Criticifm  ; 
and  in  the  center  of  it  is  collected  that  awful 
body,  diftinguifhed  by  the  title  of  The  Tcu'n. 
Hence  are  iflued  the  irrevocable  decrees ;  and 
here  final  fentence  is  pronounced  on  plays  and 
players.  This  Court  has  often  been  very  fevere 
in  its  decifions,  and  has  been  known  to  declare 
many  old  plays  barbaroufly  murdered,  and  moft 
of  our  modern  ones  felo  de  fe :  but  it  muft  not 
be  difTembled,  that  many  a  caufe  of  great  confe- 
quence  has  been  denied  a  fair  hearing.  Parties 
and  private  cabals  have  often  been  formed  to 
thwart  the  progrefs  of  merit,  or  to  efpoufe  igno- 
rance and  dulnefs  :  for  it  is  not  wonderful,  that 
the  Parliament  of  Criticifm,  like  all  others, 
fhould  be  liable  to  corruption.  In  this  aflembly 
Mr.  TOWN  was  firft  nominated  CRITIC  and 
D  6  CENSOR- 
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CENSOR-GENERAL  :  But  confidering  the  no- 
torious bribery  now  prevailing,  I  think  proper  to 
declare,  (in  imitation  of  Tom  in  the  Confciout 
Lovers)  that  I  never  took  a  fmgle  order  for  my 
vote  in  all  my  life. 

THOSE,  who  pay  their  two  {hillings  at  the 
door  of  the  Middle  Gallery,  feem  to  frequent 
the  theatre  purely  for  the  fake  of  feeing  the 
play :  Though  thefe  peaceful  regions  are  fome- 
times  diflurbed  by  the  incurfions  of  rattling  ladies 
of  pleafure,  fometimes  contain  perfons  of  fa- 
fhion  in  difguife,  and  fometimes  critics  in  am- 
bufh.  The  greateft  fault  I  have  to  object  to 
thofe  who  fill  this  quarter  of  the  theatre,  is  their 
frequent  and  injudicious  interruption  of  the  bufi- 
nefs  of  the  play  by  their  applaufe.  I  have  feen  a 
bad  aclor  clapt  two  minutes  together  for  ranting> 
or  perhaps  fhrugging  his  fhoulders,  and  making 
wry  faces ;  and  I  have  feen  the  natural  courfe  of 
the  paffions  checked  in  a  good  one,  by  thefe  ill- 
judged  teftimonies  of  their  approbation.  It  is  re- 
corded of  Betterton  to  his  honour,  that  he  thought 
a  deep  filence  through  the  whole  houfe,  and  a 
ftri&  attention  to  his  playing,  the  ftrongeft  and 
fureft  figns  of  his  being  well  received. 

THE 
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THE  inhabitants  of  the  Upper-Gallery  demand 
our  notice  as  well  as  the  reft  of  the  theatre.  The 
Trunk-maker  of  immortal  memory  was  the  moft 
celebrated  hero  of  thefe  regions :  but  fmce  he  is 
departed,  and  no  able-bodied  critic  appointed  in 
his  room,  I  cannot  help  giving  the  fame  caution 
to  the  Upper-Gallery,  as  to  the  Gentry  a  Pair  of 
flairs  lower.  Some  of  the  under-comedians  will 
perhaps  be  difpleafed  at  this  order,  who  are  proud 
of  thefe  applaufes,  and  rejoice  to  hear  the  lufty 
bangs  from  the  oaken  towels  of  their  friends 
againft  the  wainfcot  of  the  Upper- Gallery  :  but  I 
think  they  {hould  not  be  allowed  to  (hatter  the 
pannels  without  amending  our  tafte;  fmce  their 
thwacks,  however  vehement,  are  feldom  laid  on 
with  fufficient  judgment"  to  ratify  our-applaufe.  It 
were  better,  therefore,  if  all  the  prefent  twelve- 
penny  critics  of  this  town,  who  prefide  over  our 
diverfions  in  the  Upper-Gallery,  would  content 
themfelves  with  the  inferior  duties  of  their  office ; 
viz.  to  take  care  that  the  play  begins  at  the 
proper  time,  that  the  mufic  between  the  a&s 
is  of  a  due  length,  and  that  the  candles  are 
fnuffed  in  tune. 

AFTER  thefe  brief  admonitions  concerning  our 
behaviour  at  the  play,   which  are  intended  as  •  a 
kind  of   Vade  mecum  for  the  frequenters  of   the 
theatre,  I  cannot  conclude  my  paper  more  pro- 
perly 
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perly  than  with  an  extract  from  the  Tale  of  a  Tub, 
(hewing  the  judicious  diftribution  of  our  play- 
houfes  into  Pit,  Boxes,  and  Galleries. 

"  I  CONFESS,  that  there  is  fomething  very  re- 
"  fined  in  the  contrivance  and  ftru&ure  of  our 
"  modern  theatres.  For,  firft  j  the  Pit  is  funk 
"  below  the  ftage,  that  whatever  weighty  matter 
"  fhall  be  delivered  thence,  (whether  it  be  lead 
"  or  gold)  may  fall  plum  into  the  jaws  of  certain 
"  critics,  (as  I  think  they  are  called)  which  ftand 
"  ready  opened  to  devour  them.  Then,  the 
"  Boxes  are  built  round,  and  raifed  to  a  level 
"  with  the  fcene,  in  deference  to  the  ladies  ;  be- 
"  caufe  that  large  portion  of  wit,  laid  out  in  raifing 
"  pruriences  and  protuberances,  is  obferved  to  run 
"  much  upon  a  line,  and  ever  in  a  circle.  The 
<c  whining  paffions,  and  little  ftarved  conceits,  are 
"  gently  wafted  up  by  their  own  extreme  levity, 
"  to  the  middle  Region,  and  there  fix  and  are 
"  frozen  by  the  frigid  understandings  of  the  inha- 
"  bitants.  Bombaftry  and  buffoonry,  by  nature 
"  lofty  and  light,  foar  higheft  of  all,  and  would 
"  be  loft  in  the  roof,  if  the  prudent  architect  had 
*'  not  with  much  forefight  contrived  for  them  a 
<c  fourth  place,  called  the  Twelve-Penny  Gallery, 
"  and  there  planted  a  fuitable  colony,  who  gree- 
"  dily  intercept  them  in  their  pafiage," 

O  NUMB. 
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NUMB.  XLIV.    Thurfday,  November  28,  1754-. 


Des  nominis  hujus  honorem.          HOR. 

Let  ev'ry  Wapping  Wife  to  Lady  fwell^ 
And  each  St.  Giles'*  Mifs  be  Ma'emoifelle. 

I  LATELY  took  a  furvey  of  the  Female  World, 
as  CENSOR  GENERAL  ;  and  upon  a  ftric"l  re- 
view was  very  much  furprifed  to  find,  that  there 
is  fcarce  one  Woman  to  be  met  with,  except 
among  the  loweft  of  the  vulgar.  The  fex  con- 
fifts  almoft  entirely  of  LADIES.  Every  Joan  is 
lifted  into  a  Lady  ;  and  the  maid  and  the 
miftrefs  are  equally  dignified  with  this  polite  ti- 
tle. The  ftage-coaches  are  conftantly  filled  with 

Ladies At  Bartholomew  Fair  there  is  always 

an  hop  for  the  Ladies And  if  the  Ladies  in 

the  drawing  room  are  employed  at  Whift,  their 
laft  night's  cards  are  made  ufe  of  in  a  rubber  by 
the  Ladies  in  the  fte ward's  room  ;  while  the 
other  Ladies  of  the  family  are  flaking  their  half- 
pence at  Put  or  All-Fours  in  the  kitchen. 

In  a  word,  whenever  there  is  orcafion  to  fpeak  of 
the  Fern  ale  World,  honourable  mention  is  always 
made  of  them  by  the  refpe&ful  appellation  of 
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The  LADIES  :  as  the  young  and  the  old,  the  black 
and  the  brown,  the  homely  and  the  handfome, 
are  all  complaifantly  included  under  the  general 
title  of  The  FAIR. 

SINCE  therefore  the  Ladies  of  Great- Britain 
make  up  fo  numerous  a  body,  I  fhould  be  loth 
to  difoblige  fo  confiderable  a  fifter-hood,  and  {hall 
devote  this  paper  entirely  to  their  fervice.  I  pro- 
pofe  at  prefent  to  marflial  them  into  their  refpec- 
tive  ranks  j  and  upon  a  review  I  find  that  they 
may  be  juflly  diftributed  under  thefe  five  divi- 
fions  j  <y/z,  Married  Ladies,  Maiden  or  Young 
Ladies,  Ladies  of  Quality,  Fine  Ladies,  and 
laftly  (without  affront  to  the  good  company) 
Ladies  of  Pleafure. 

I  SHALL  begin  with  the  Married  Ladies,  as 
this  order  will  be  found  to  be  far  the  moft  nume- 
rous, and  includes  all  the  married  women  in 
town  or  country  above  the  degree  of  a  chair- 
woman or  the  trundler  of  a  wheel-barrow.  The 
plain  old  Englijh  word  Wife  has  long  been  dif- 
carded  in  our  convention,  as  being  only  fit  for 
the  broad  mouths  of  the  vulgar.  A  well-bred  ear 
is  ftartled  at  the  very  found  of  Wife,  as  at  a 
coarfe  and  indelicate  expreffion  ;  and  I  appeal  to 
any  fafhionable  couple,  whether  they .  would  not 

be 
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be  as  much  amamed  to  be  mentioned  together  as 
man  and  wife,  as  they  would  be  to  appear  toge- 
ther at  court  in  a  fardingale  and  trunk-breeches. 
From  Hyde-Park-Corner  to  Temple-Bar  this  mon- 
fter  of  a  Wife  has  not  been  heard  of  fince  the  an- 
tiquated times  of  Dame  and  Your  Worfhip  j  and 
in  the  City  every  good  houfe-wife  is  at  leaft  a  Lady 
of  the  other  End  of  the  Town.  In  the  country  you 
might  as  well  difpute  the  pretenfions  of  every 
foxhunter  to  the  title  of  Efquire,  as  of  his  help- 
mate  to  that  of  Lady ;  and  in  every  corporation 
town,  whoever  matches  with  a  burgefs,  becomes 
a  Lady  by  right  of  charter.  My  coufm  VILLAGE, 
(from  whom  I  have  all  my  rural  intelligence)  in- 
forms me,  that  upon  the  ftri&eft  enquiry  there  is 
but  one  Wife  in  the  town  where  he  now  lives,  and 
that  is  the  parfon's  wife,  who  is  never  mentioned 
by  the  country  Ladies  but  as  a  dowdy,  and  an 
old-fafhioned  creature.  Such  is  the  great  privi- 
lege of  matrimony,  that  every  female  is  ennobled 
by  changing  her  firname  :  for  as  every  unmarried 
woman  is  a  Mifs,  every  married  one  by  the  fame 
courtefy  is  a  Lady. 

THE  next  order  of  dignified  females  is  com- 
pofed  of  Maiden  or  Young  Ladies ;  which  terms 
are  fynonymous,  and  are  indifferently  applied  to 
females  of  the  age  of  fourteen  or  threefcore.  We 

muft 
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muft  not,  therefore,  be  furprifed  to  hear  of 
Maiden  Ladies,  who  are  known  to  have  had 
feveral  children,  or  to  meet  with  Young  Ladies, 
that  look  like  old  dowagers.  At  the  houfe  of  an 
acquaintance  where  I  lately  vifited,  I  was  told  that 
we  were  to  expect  Mrs.  Jackfen  and  the  two 
Mifs  H/rinkles.  But  what  was  my  furprife  !  when 
I  faw  on  their  arrival  a  blooming  female  of 
twenty- five  accofted  under  the  firft  denomina- 
tion, and  the  two  nymphs,  as  I  expe&ed,  come 
tottering  into  the  room,  the  youngeft  of  them  to 
all  appearance  on  the  verge  of  threefcore.  I  could 
not  help  walling  on  this  occafion,  that  fome  mid- 
dle term  was  invented  between  Mifs  and  Mrs. 
to  be  adopted,  at  a  certain  age,  by  all  females 
not  inclined  to  matrimony.  For  furely  nothing 
can  be  more  ridiculous,  than  to  hear  a  grey- 
haired  lady  paft  her  grand  climacteric  mentioned 
in  terms,  that  convey  the  idea  of  youth  and 
beauty,  or  perhaps  of  a  bib  and  hanging-fleeves. 
This  indifcriminate  appellation  unavoidably  cre- 
ates much  confufion  :  I  know  an  eminent  tradef- 
man,  who  loft  a  very  good  cuftomer  for  innocently 

writing  Mrs. at  the  head  of  her  bill  :  and 

I  was  lately  at  a  ball,  where  trufting  to  a  friend 
for  a  partner,  I  was  obliged  to  do  penance  with 
an  old  withered  beldam,  who  hobbled  through 
feveral  country  dances  with  me,  though  fhe  was 

ancient 
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ancient  enough  to  have  been  my  grandmother. 
Excluding  thefe  Young  Ladies  of  fifty  and  fixty, 
this  order  of  females  is  very  numerous ;  for  there 
is  fcarce  a  girl  in  town  or  country,  fuperior  to  a 
milk-maid  or  cinder-wench,  but  is  comprehended 
in  it.  The  daughters  are  indifputably  Young  La- 
dies, though  their  papas  may  be  tradefmen  or 
mechanics.  For  the  prefent  race  of  fhopkeepers, 
&c.  have  wifely  provided,  that  their  gentility 
(hall  be  preferved  in  the  female  part  of  the  fa- 
mily. Thus,  although  the  fon  is  called  plain 
Jack)  and  perhaps  bound  apprentice  to  his  father, 
the  daughter  is  taught  to  hold  up  her  head,  make 
tea  in  the  little  parlour  behind  the  (hop,  and  inhe- 
rits the  title  of  Lady  from  her  mamma.  To  make 
thefe  claims  to  dignity  more  fure,  thofe  excellent 
feminaries  of  genteel  education,  called  Boarding- 
Schools,  have  been  contrived ;  where  inftead  of 
teazing  a  fampler,  or  conning  a  chapter  of  the 
bible,  the  Young  Ladies  are  inftru&ed  to  hold 
up  their  heads,  make  a  curtfey,  and  to  behave 
themfelves  in  every  refpedt  like  pretty  little  La- 
dies. Hence  it  happens,  that  we  may  often  ob- 
ferve  feveral  of  thefe  polite  damfels  in  the  fkirts 
of  IVbite '-Chapel,  and  in  every  petty  country 
town ;  nay,  it  is  common  to  meet  with  Young 
Ladies  born  and  bred r,  who  have  fubmitted  to  keep 
a  chandler's  (hop,  or  had  humility  enough  even 
to  go  to  fervice.  I  PRO- 
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I  PROCEED  next  to  take  into  confideration 
what  is  generally  underftood  by  Ladies  of  Qua- 
lity. Thefe  in  other  words  may  be  more  pro- 
perly called  Ladies  of  Fafhion ;  for,  in  the  mo- 
difh  acceptation  of  the  phrafe,  not  fo  much  re- 
gard is  had  to  their  birth  or  ftation,  or  even  to 
their  coronet,  as  to  their  way  of  life.  The 
duchefs,  who  has  not  tafte  enough  to  a£t  up  to 
the  character  of  a  Perfon  of  Quality,  is  no  more 
refpe&ed  in  the  polite  world  than  a  city  knight's 
Lady  ;  nor  does  fhe  derive  any  greater  honour 
from  her  title,  than  the  hump-backed  woman  re- 
ceives from  the  vulgar.  But  what  is  more  imme- 
diately expected  from  a  Lady  of  Quality,  will  be 
feen  under  the  next  article :  for,  to  their  praife 
be  it  fpoken,  moft  of  our  modern  Ladies  of  Qua- 
lity afFecl  to  be  Fine  Ladies. 

To  defcribe  the  life  of  a  Fine  Lady  would  be 
only  to  fet  down  a  perpetual  round  of  vifiting, 
gaming,  drefling,  and  intriguing.  She  has  been 
bred  up  in  /the  notion  of  making  a  figure,  and  of 
recommending  herfelf  as  a  woman  of  fpirit :  for 
which  end  fhe  is  always  foremoft  in  the  fafhion, 
and  never  fails  gracing  with  her  appearance  every 
public  afiembly,  and  every  party  of  pleafure. 
Though  fmgle,  fhe  may  coquet  with  every  fine 
gentleman  j  or  if  married,  fhe  may  admit  of  gal- 
lantries 
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lantries  without  reproach,  and  even  receive  vifits 
from  the  men  in  her  bed-chamber.  To  com- 
plete the  character,  and  to  make  her  a  Very 
Fine  Lady,  fhe  fliould  be  celebrated  for  her 
wit  and  beauty,  and  be  parted  from  her  hufband  : 
for  as  matrimony  itfelf  is  not  meant  as  a  re- 
ftraint  upon  pleafure,  a  feparate  maintenance  is 
underftood  as  a  licence  to  throw  off  even  the 
appearance  of  virtue. 

FROM  the  Fine  Ladies  it  is  a  very  natural 
tranfition  to  the  Ladies  of  Pleafure  :  and,  indeed, 
from  what  has  already  been  faid  concerning  Fine 
Ladies,  one  might  imagine  that,  as  they  make 
pleafure  their  fole  purfuit,  they  might  properly 
be  entitled  Ladies  of  Pleafure.  But  this  gay  ap- 
pellation is  referved  for  the  higher  rank  of  Pro- 
ititutes,  whofe  principal  difference  from  the  Fine 
Ladies  confifts  in  their  openly  profefiing  a  trade, 
which  the  others  carry  on  by  fmuggling.  A  Lady 
of  Faftiion,  who  refufes  no  favours  but  the  lair, 
or  even  grants  that  without  being  paid  for  it,  is 
not  to  be  accounted  a  Lady  of  Pleafure,  but 
ranks  in  an  order  formerly  celebrated  under  the 
title  of  DEMI -REPS.  It  is  whimfical  enough  to 
fee  the  different  complexions  aflumed  by  the  fame 
vice,  according  to  the  difference  of  ftations.  The 
married  Lady  of  Quality  may  intrigue  with  as 

many 
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many  as  fhe  pleafes,  and  ftill  remain  Right 
Honourable ;  the  draggle-tailed  Street-Walker  is  a 
Common  Woman,  and  liable  to  be  fent  to  Bridewell ; 
but  the  Whore  of  High  Life  is  a  Lady  of  Pleafure, 
and  rolls  in  a  gilt  chariot. 
T 

NUMB.  XLV.    Thurfday,  December  5,   1754. 

Quicquid  agunt  homines,  votum,  timor,  ira,  voluptas, 
Gaudia,  difcurfus,  noftri  farrago  libelli.  Juv. 

Whatever  the  bufy  lujlling  world  employs, 
Our  wants  and  wijhes,  pleafures,  cares  and  joys, 
Thefe  the  hi/lorians  of  our  times  difplay, 
And  call  it  News,  the  hodge-podge  of  a  day. 

WHEN  I  firft  refolved  on  appearing  in  my 
•  prefent  chara&er,  I  had  fome  thoughts  of 
making  my  public  entry  in  the  front  of  one  or 
other  of  our  News-Papers  ;  as  I  confidered  that 
the  domeftic  occurrences,  which  compofe  a  part 
of  their  equipage,  would  make  no  bad  figure  in 
my  own  retinue.  Some  reflections  on  the  rnodifh 
methods  of  gaming  would  receive  an  additional 
confirmation  from  a  paragraph  in  the  News,  that 
"  laft  tuefday  a  game  at  Whift  was  played  at 
"  lybites  for  iooo/.  a  corner,"  or  that  "  the 
"  match  between  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  **** 

"  and 
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"  and  Lord  ****  was  decided  at  Newmarket:" 
and  a  difTertation  on  the  luxury  of  the  prefent  age 
would  be  very  aptly  illuftrated  by  an  exact  ac- 
count of  the  weight  of  the  Turtle,  drafted  a  few 
days  before  for  the  gentlemen  of  the  above- 
mentioned  Chocolate-houfe. 

INDEED,  I  have  always  looked  upon  the  works 
of  Mr.  Jenour  in  the  Daily  Advertifer  as  a  kind  of 
fupplement  to  the  intelligence  of  Mr.  TOWN  ; 
containing  a  more  minute  account  of  the  import- 
ant tranfactions  of  that  clafs  of  minkind,  which 
has  been  figuratively  ftiled  The  World.  From 
thefe  daily  regifters,  you  may  not  only  learn 
when  any  body  is  married  or  hanged,  but  you 
have  immediate  notice,  whenever  his  Grace  goes 
to  Newmarket i  or  her  Ladyfhip  fets  out  for  Bath: 
and  but  laft  week,  at  the  fame  time  that  the 
gentlemen  of  the  law  were  told,  that  the  Lord 
Chancellor  could  not  fit  in  the  Court  of  Chancery, 
people  of  fafhion  had  the  melancholy  news,  that 
Signer  Ricciarelli  was  not  able  to  fing. 

NOR  is  that  part  of  Mr.  Jenour's  lucubrations, 
which  is  allotted  to  Advertifements,  lefs  amufing 
and  entertaining :  and  many  of  thefe  articles 
might  very  properly  come  under  my  cognizance. 
It  is  here  debated,  whether  the  prize  of  eloquence 

fliould 
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fhould  be  given  to  Orator  Macklin  or  Orator 
Henley ;  and  whether  Mr.  Stephen  Pitts  is  not  the 
beft  qualified  to  furniih  gentlemen  and  ladies 
libraries  with  tea-chefts  in  Oflavo,  and  clofe- 
ftools  in  Folio.  And  befides  the  public  notices 
to  perfons  of  tafte,  of  very  rare  old  japan,  and 
moft  curious  and  inimitable  Epargnes  for  de- 
ferts,  as  alfo  the  moft  rich  and  elegant  fancied 
filks  to  be  fold  by  auction  j  many  other  advices 
not  lefs  interefting  to  the  Town,  are  here  given. 
We  are  daily  put  in  mind,  that  Mrs.  Phillips  at 
the  Green  Canifter  ftill  hopes  for  the  favours  of 
her  former  good  cuftomers  as  ufual :  that  next 
door  to  Haddock's  is  fold  an  antidote  againft  the 
poifon  imbibed  at  that  bagnio  :  that  Dr.  Rock  in- 
fallibly cures  a  certain  epidemical  diftemper  by 
virtue  of  the  King's  Patent :  that  a  learned  phy- 
fician  and  furgeon  will  privately  accommodate  any 
gentleman  (as  the  Doctor  modeftly  exprefles  it 
in  his  own  Latin)  Pro  Morlus  Veneria  curandus : 
and  that  Y.  Z.  a  regular  bred  furgeon  and  man- 
midwife,  together  with  fifty  others,  will  accom- 
modate gentlewomen,  that  are  under  a  neceflity 
of  lying  in  privately. 

BUT  not  only  the  public  tranfa&ions  of  auc- 
tioneers, brokers,  and  horfe-dealers,  but  the  moft 
private  concerns  of  pleafure  and  gallantry  may  be 

alfo 
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alfo  carried  on  by  means  of  this  paper.  Afllgna- 
tions  are  here  made,  and  the  moft  fecret  intrigues 
formed,  at  the  expence  of  two  (hillings.  If  a 
genteel  young  body,  who  can  do  all  kinds  of 
work,  wants  a  place,  (he  will  be  fure  to  hear  of 
a  mafter  by  advertifing :  Any  gentleman  and 
lady  of  unexceptionable  char  offer  may  meet  with 
lodgings  to  be  lett,  and  no  queftions  afked  :  How 
often  has  Romeo  declared  in  print  his  unfpeakable 
paflion  for  the  charming  Peachy!  How  many 
gentlemen  have  made  open  profeffions  of  the 
ftricleft  honour  and  fecrecy  !  And  how  many  la- 
dies, dreft  in  fuch  a  manner,  and  feen  at  fuch  a 
place,  have  been  defired  to  leave  a  line  for  A.  B. 
Before  the  late  marriage  Aft  it  was  very  ufual 
for  young  gentlemen  and  ladies  (pofleft  of  every 
qualification  requifite  to  make  the  marriage  ftate 
happy)  to  offer  themfelves  as  a  good  bargain  to 
each  other  ;  and  men  took  the  fame  meafures  of 
advertifing  to  get  an  agreeable  companion  for 
life,  as  they  do  for  an  agreeable  companion  in  a 
poft-chaife.  As  this  traffick  in  matrimony  is  now 
prohibited,  it  has  given  occafion  to  the  opening 
a  new  branch  of  trade  j  and  fmce  hufbands  and 
wives  are  hardly  to  be  got  for  love  or  money,  fe- 
veral  good-natured  females  have  fet  themfelves  up 
to  fale  to  the  beft  bidder.  The  Daily  Advertifer 
is  therefore  become  the  univerfal  regifter  for  new 
VOL.  II.  E  faces  5 
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faces  ;  and  every  day's  advertifements  have  been 
lately  crouded  with  offers  of  young  ladies,  who 
would  be  glad  of  the  company  of  any  elderly 
gentleman,  to  pafs  his  leafure  hours  with  them, 

and    PLAY    AT    CARDS. 

I  LOOK  upon  the  common  intelligence  in  our 
public  papers,  with  the  long  train  of  advertife- 
ments annexed  to  it,  as  the  bed  account  of  the 
prefent  domeftic  irate  of  England,  that  can  poffi- 
toly  be  compiled  :  nor  do  I  know  any  thing, 
which  would  give  pofterity  fo  clear  an  kiea  of  the 
tafte  and  morals  of  the  prefent  age,  as  a  bundle 
of  our  daily  papers.  They  would  here  fee  what 
books  are  moft  read,  what  are  our  chief  amufe- 
jnents  and  diverlions :  and  when  they  fhould  ob- 
ferve  the  daily  inquiries  after  eloped  wives  and 
apprentices,  and  the  frequent  accounts  of  trials 
in  Wefiminfter-Hall  for  perjury,  adultery,  &c~. 
they  might  form  a  tolerable  notion  even  of  our 
private  life.  Among  many  other  reafons  for  la- 
menting that  the  art  of  printing  was  not  more 
•arly  difcovered,  I  cannot  but  regret  that  we  have 
perhaps  loft  many  accounts  of  this  nature,  which 
might  otherwife  have  been  handed  down  to  us. 
With  what  pleafure  fhould  we  have  perufed  an 
Athenian  Advertifer,  or  a  Roman  Gazetteer!  A 
curious  critic  or  antiquarian  would  place  them  on 

the 
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the  fame  fhelf  with  the  Claffics ;  and  would  be 
highly  pleafed  at  difcovering,  what  days  TuUy 
went  to  his  Tufculum,  or  Pliny  to  his  magnificent 
Villa  j  who  was  the  capital  finger  at  the  Grecian 
Opera,  and  in  what  chara&ers  Rofcius  appeared 
with  moft  fuccefs.  Thefe  pieces  of  intelligence 
would  undoubtedly  give  great  fatisfadtion  ;  and  I 
am  myfelf  acquainted  with  a  very  learned  gentle- 
man, who  has  aflured  me,  that  he  has  been  as 
much  delighted  at  difcovering  that  the  So/it  were 
Horace's  book  fellers,  that  the  Hecyra  of  Terence  was 
damned,  and  other  little  particulars  of  that  nature, 
as  with  an  account  of  the  deftru&ion  of  Carthage, 
or  the  death  of  Ceefar.  We  fliould  alfo  be  glad  to 
collect  from  their  advertifements  what  things 
were  moft  in  requeft  at  Athens  and  Rome.  Even 
our  papers,  (which  perhaps  are  called  Daily  from 
their  lading  but  a  day)  are,  I  fear,  of  too  fugitive 
a  nature  to  fall  under  the  infpe£tion  of  pofterity. 
To  remedy,  in  fome  meafure,  this  inconvenience, 
I  mail  now  conclude  with  a  few  advertifements, 
which,  if  they  have  not  all  actually  been  inferted 
in  our  papers,  are  at  leaft  of  the  fame  nature  witlv 
thofe,  that  daily  have  a  place  the*?. 
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amjertifement^ 

To  befpoke  with  every  Day  at  his  Houfe  in  the  Old-Bailey, 

BRYAN      RAPAWAY, 

WH  O  fwears  Oaths  of  all  Kinds  and  Prices, 
and  will  procure  pofttive  Evidence  at  a  Day's 
Warning  in  all  Sorts  of  Caufes.  He  will  contract 
with  an  Attorney  or  Quack-Doftor  to  fwear  by  the 
Quarter;  and  will  fupply  Affidavit s,  &c.  on  the  moft 
reafonable  Terms. 

%*  He  will  attend,  during  the  Bufinefs  of  Elections 
and  Double  Returns,  in  the  Lobby  of  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, and  will  ply  next  Term  at  Weftminfter-Hall. 

WANTED, 

A  Genteel  Black  or  Negrce  GIRL,  very  hand- 
fome ;  with  a  foft  Skin,  good  Teeth,  fweet 
Breath,  at  lead  five  Feet  three  Inches  high,  and  not 
above  Eighteen.  Whoever  has  fuch  a  Girl  to  dif- 
pofe  of,  may  hear  of  a  Gentleman  who  will  give  fifty 
Guineas  for  her,  by  applying  at  the  Bar  of  the  Shake- 
fpeare's  Head  Tavern,  Covent-Garden. 

Note,  At  the  fame  Place  any  Genteel  White  GIRL 
may  hear  offomething  to  her  Advantage. 

APerfon,  that  lives  near  Guildhall,  is  a  very  gen- 
tle Rider,  rides  about  ten  Stone,  chiefly  for 
Health,  and  never  on  a  Sunday  but  on  an  extra- 
ordinary Occafion,  would  be  glad  of  a  Partner  much 
under  the  fame  Circumftances,  in  a  very  genteel 
MARE,  ^nd  very  good  in  her  Kind. 
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Several  Sums,  from  lol.  to  1 0,000 1. 

WANTED    immediately,  by  a  Perfon  in  a 
large  and  profitable  Bufinefs Wanted  di- 

reftly,  by  a  Perfon  whofe  Character  will  bear  the 

ftriaeft  Enquiry Wanted  for  a  Week  only,  or 

as  long  as  the  Lender  chufes  Upon  undeniable 

Security-— —The  Borrower  will  give  his  Bond  and 
Judgment,  make  over  his  Stock  in  Trade,  enfure  his 
Life,  &c.  A  handfome  Gratuity  will  be  given  — 

Intereft  paid  punctually. Stri&eft  Honour  and 

Secrecy  may  be  depended  on. — None  but  Principals 
will  be  treated  wkh. 
Dired  for  A.  B.  L.  M.  S.  T.  X.  Y.  &c.  Sec.  Sec. 

This  Day  are  publt/bed, 

TH  E  Adventures  of  Dick  Hazard. 
The  Hiftory  of  Mr.  Jojhua  Trueman. 
The  Hiftory  of  mil  Ramble. 
The  Hiftory  of  James  Ramble,  Efq;   , 
The  Travels  of  Drake  Morris. 
The  Hiftory  of  Jafper  Banks. 
Memoirs  of  the  Shakefpeare's  Head. 
The  Hiftory  of  Frank  Hammond. 
The  Marriage- Atit  a  Novel. 

And  fpeedily  nvill  le  puilijhed, 

The  Hiftory  of  Sir  Humphry  Herald  and  Sir  Edward 

Hautub. — Memoirs  ofL,3.dyf^ainlo--ve. — The  Card. 

Ad  ventures  of  T(,mDcugbty,JackCarelefst  Frank  Eajj, 

Dick  Damnable,  Molly  Pcirfon,  &C.  &C.  &C. 
Being  a  complete  Celleftioii  of  NOVELS  for  the 

Ajnufement  of  the  prefent  Winter 
T 
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NUMB.  XLVI.  Thurfday,  December  12,   1754. 

•  •••  •  Facies  non  omnibus  una, 

Nee  diverfa  tamen.  — —  — —  OVID. 

IVlnre  borrowed  tints  beftow  a  lifelefs  grace , 
None  wear  the  fame,  yet  none  a  different  fac* 

To    Mr.     r  0   W  N. 

SIR, 

IT  is  whimfical  to  obferve  the  miftakes,  that 
we  country  gentlemen  are  led  into  at  our  firft 
coming  to  town.  We  are  induced  to  think,  and 
indeed  truly,  that  your  fine  ladies  are  compofed 
of  different  materials  from  our  rural  ones  j  fmce 
though  they  fleep  all  day  and  rake  all  night,  they 
ftill  remain  as  frefh  and  ruddy  as  a  parfon's 
daughter  or  a  farmer's  wife.  At  other  times  we 
are  apt  to  wonder,  that  fuch  delicate  creatures 
as  they  appear,  ftiould  yet  be  fo  much  proof 
againft  cold,  that  they  look  as  rofy  in  January  as 
in  June,  and  even  in  the  fharpefl  weather  are  very 
unwilling  to  approach  the  fire.  I  was  at  a  lofs 
how  to  account  for  this  unalterable  hue  of  their 
complexions :  but  I  foon  found,  that  beauty  was 

not 
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not  more  peculiar  to  the  air  of  St.  James's  than 
of  York  ;  and  that  this  perpetual  bloom  was  not 
native,  but  imported  from  abroad.  Not  content 
with  that  red  and  white  which  nature  gave,  your 
belles  are  reduced  (as  they  pretend)  to  the  ne~ 
ceffity  of  fupplying  the  flufh  of  health  with  the 
rouge  of  vermillion,  and  giving  us  Spanijh  wool 
for  Englijb  beauty. 

THE  very  reafon  alledged  for  this  famionable 
practice  is  fuch,  as  (if  they  ferioufly  xjonfidered  it) 
the  ladies  would  be  afliamed  to  mention.  "  The 
"  late  hours  they  are  obliged  to  keep,  render 
«'  them  fuch  perfett  frights,  that  they  would  be 
"  as  loth  to  appear  abroad  without  paint  as  with- 
"  out  cloaths."  This,  it  muft  be  acknowledged, 
is  too  true :  But  would  they  fuffer  their  fathers 
or  their  hufbands  to  wheel  them  down  for  one 
month  to  the  old  manfion-houfe,  they  would 
foon  be  fenfible  of  the  change,  and  foon  perceive 
how  much  the  early  walk  exceeds  the  late  aflcm- 
bly.  The  vigils  of  the  card-table  have  fpoiled 
many  a  good  face ;  and  I  have  known  a  beauty 
ftick  to  the  midnight  rubbers,  'till  (he  has  grown 
as  homely  as  the  Queen  of  Spades.  There  is 
nothing  more  certain  in  all  Hoylis  Cafes,  than 
that  Whift  and  late  hours  will  ruin  the  fineft  fct 
«>f  features  :  but  if  the  ladies  would  give  up  their 
E  4  routs 
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routs  for  the  healthy  amufements  of  the  .country, 
I  will  venture  to  fay,  their  carmine  would  be  then 
as  ufelefs  as  their  artificial  nofegays. 

A  MORALIST  might  talk  to  them  of  the 
heinoufnefs  of  the  practice  ;  fince  all  deceit  is  cri- 
minal, and  painting  is  no  better  than  looking  a 
lye.  And  (hould  they  urge  that  nobody  is  de- 
ceived by  it,  he  might  add,  that  the  plea  for  ad- 
mitting it  then  is  at  an  end  ;  fince  few  are  yet 
arrived  at  that  height  of  French  politenefs,  as  to 
drefs  their  cheeks  in  public,  and  to  profefs  wear- 
ing vermilion  as  openly  as  powder.  But  I  mall 
content  myfelf  with  -ufing  an  argument  more 
likely  to  prevail :  and  fuch,  I  truft,  will  be  the 
aflu  ranee,  that  this  practice  is  highly  difagree- 
able  to  the  men.  What  muft  be  the  mortifica- 
tion, and  what  the  difguft  of  the  lover,  who  goes 
to  bed  to  a  bride  as  blooming  as  an  angel,  and 
finds  her  in  the  morning  as  wan  and  yellow  as  a 
corpfe  ?  For  marriage  foon  takes  off  the  mafkj 
and  all  the  refources  of  art,  all  the  myfleries  of 
the  toilet,  are  then  at  an  end.  He  that  is  thus 
wedded  to  a  cloud  inflead  of  a  Juno,  may  well 
be  allowed  to  complain,  but  he  cannot  even  hope 
for  relief;  fince  this  is  a  cuftom,  which,  once  ad- 
mitted, fo  tarnifhes  the  fkin,  that  it  is  next  to  im- 
poflible  ever  to  retrieve  it.  Let  me,  therefore, 

caution 
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caution  thofe  youna;  beginners,  who  are  not  yetdif- 
colourcd  paft  redemption,  to  leave  it  off  in  time, 
and  endeavour  to  procure  and  preferve  by  early 
hours  that  unaffected  bloom,  which  art  cannot  give, 
and  which  only  age  or  ficknefs  can  take  away. 

OUR  beauties,  were  formerly  above  making 
ufe  of  fo  poor  an  artifice  :  They  trufted  to  the 
lively  colouring  of  nature,  which  was  heightened 
by  temperance  and  exercife ;  but  our  modern 
belles  are  obliged  to  retouch  their  cheeks  every 
day,  to  keep  them  in  repair.  We  were  then  as 
fuperior  to  the  French  in  the  affembly,  as  in  the 
field  :  but  ftnce  a  trip  to  France  has  been  thought 
a  requifite  in  the  education  of  our  ladies  as  Well 
as  gentlemen,  our  polite  females  have  thought  fit 
to  drefs  their  faces,  as  well  as  their  heads,  a  la  mode 
de  Paris.  I  am  told,  that  when  an  Englijb  lady 
is  at  Pan's,  fhe  is  fo  furrounded  with  falfe  face?, 
that  fhe  is  herfelf  obliged  (if  (he  would  not  ap- 
pear fingular)  to  put  on  the  malk.  But  who 
would  exchange  the  brilliancy  of  the  diamond  for 
the  faint  luftre  of  French  pafte  ?  And  for  my  part 
I  would  as  foon  expect,  that  an  Englijb  beauty  at 
Morocco  would  japan  her  face  with  lamb-black, 
in  complaifance  to  the  fable  beauties  of  that  coun- 
try. Let  the  French  ladies  white- wafh  and  planter 
their  fronts,  and  lay  on  their  colours  with  a 
E  5  trowel  5 
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trowel:  but  thefe  davvbings  of  art  are  no  more 
to  be  compared  to  the  genuine  glow  of  a  Britijh 
cheek,  than  the  coarfe  ftrokes  of  the  painter's 
brufli  can  refemble  the  native  veins  of  the  mar- 
*  ble.  This  contraft  is  placed  in  a  proper  light  in 
Mr.  Addifons  fine  epigram  on  Lady  Manchester ; 
which  may  ferve  to  convince  us  of  the  force  of 
undiflembled  beauty. 

When  haughty  Gallia'j  dames,  ihatfpread 
O'er  their  pale  checks  a  Hfelefs  ra/> 
Beheld  this  beauteous  Jlr anger  theret 
Jn  native  charms  divinely  fair^ 
Confujion  in  their  looks  they  Jhew'd^ 
And  with  unborrow'd  blujhes  glow'd. 

I  think,  Mr.  TOWN,  you  might  eafily  prevail 
en  your  fair  readers  to  leave  off  this  unnatural 
practice^  if  you  could  once  thoroughly  convince 
them,  that  it  impairs  their  beauty  inftead  of  im- 
proving it.  A  lady's  face,  like  the  coats  in  the 
Tale  of  a  Tub,  if  left  to  itfelf,  will  wear  well  j 
but  if  you  offer  to  load  it  with  foreign  ornaments, 
you  deftroy  the  original  ground. 

AMONG  other  matter  of  wonder  on  my  firft 
coming  to  town,  I  was  much  furprifed  at  the 
general  appearance  of  youth  among  the  ladies. 

At 
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At  prefent  there  is  no  diftin&ion  in  their  com- 
plexions between  a  beauty  in  her  teens  and  a  lady 
in  her  grand  clima&eric :  yet  at  the  fame  time  I 
could  not  but  take  notice  of  the  wonderful  va- 
riety in  the  face  of  the  fame  lady.     I  have  known 
an  olive  beauty  on  monday  grow  very  ruddy  and 
blooming  on  tuefday  ;  turn  pale  on  wednefday  j 
come    round    to   the  olive  hue  again  on  thurf- 
day  ;  and  in  a  word,  change  her  complexion  as 
often  as  her  gown.     I  was  amazed    to  find  no 
old  aunts  in  this  town,  except  a  few  unfafliion- 
able  people,  whom  no  body  knows  ;  the  reft  ftill 
continuing    in    the    zenith   of  their  youth   and 
health,    and  falling  off,  like  timely  fruit,  with- 
out any  previous  decay.     All  this  was  a  myftery 
that  I  could  not  unriddle,   'till  on  being  intro- 
duced to  fome  ladies,  I  unluckily  improved  the 
hue  of  my  lips  at  the  expence  of  a  fair  one,  who 
had  unthinkingly  turned  her  cheek ;   and  found 
that  my  kifles  were  given,  (as  is  obferved  in  the 
epigram)  like  thofe  of  Pyramus,  through  a  wall. 
I  then  difcovered,  that  this  furprifmg  youth  and 
beauty  was  all  counterfeit ;  and  that  (as  Hamlet 
fays)  *'  God  had  gjven  them  one  face,  and  they 
44  had  made  themfelves  another." 

I  HAVE  mentioned  the  accident  of  rny  carry- 
ing off  half  a  lady's  face  by  a  falute,  that  your 
E  6  courtly 
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courtly  dames  may  learn  to  put  on  their  faces  a 
little  tighter ;  but  as  for  my  own  daughters, 
while  fuch  fafhions  prevail,  th<  y  {hall  ftill  remain 
in  Yorkjhire.  There,  I  think,  they  are  pretty 
fafe  ;  for  this  unnatural  fafhion  will  hardly  make 
it's  way  into  the  country,  as  this  vamped  com- 
plexion would  not  ftand  againft  the  rays  of  the 
fun,  and  would  inevitably  melt  away  in  a 
country  dance.  The  ladies  have,  indeed,  been 
always  the  greateft  enemies  to  their  own  beauty, 
and  feem  to  have  a  defign  againft  their  own 
faces.  At  one  time  the  whole  countenance  was 
eclipfed  in  a  black  velvet  mafk  j  at  another  it 
was  blotted  with  patches  ;  and  at  prefent  it  is 
crufted  over  with  plaifter  of  Paris  In  thofe  bat- 
tered belles,  who  ftill  aim  at  conqueft,  this 
practice  is  in  fome  fort  jexcufable ;  but  it  is 
furely  as  ridiculous  in  a  young  lady  to  give  up 
beauty  for  paint,  as  it  would  be  to  draw  a  good 
fet  of  teeth,  merely  to  fill  their  places  with 
a  row  of  ivory. 

YET,  fo  common  is  this  fafliion  grown  among 
the  young  as  well  as  the  old,  that  when  I  am 
in  a  groupe  of  beauties,  I  confider  them  as  fo 
many  pretty  pidures  ;  looking  about  me  with  as 
little  emotion,  as  I  do  at  Hud/on's  :  and  if  any 
thing  fills  me  with  admiration,  it  is  the  judicious 

arrangement 
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arrangement  of  the  tints,  and  the  delicate 
touches  of  the  painter.  Art  very  often  feems  al- 
moft  to  vie  with  nature  :  but  my  attention  is  too 
frequently  diverted  by  confidering  the  texture  and 
hue  of  the  fkin  beneath  ;  and  the  picture  fails  to 
charm,  while  my  thoughts  are  engrofled  by  the 
Wood  and  canvafs. 

I  am,  SIR,  your  humble  fervant, 

Ru  s  T  i  c  u  s. 

NUMB.  XL VII.  Thurjday,  December  19,  1754. 

Hie  mecum  licet,  hie,  Juvence,  quicquid 

In  buccam  tibi  venerit,  loquaris.  MART. 

Here,  witlings,  here  with  Macklin  talk  your  fitly 
On  plays-,  or  politics,  or  what  you  will. 

IT  has  hitherto  been  imagined,  that  though 
we  have  equalled,  if  not  furpafled,  the  an- 
cients in  other  liberal  arts,  we  have  not  yet  been 
able  to  arrive  at  that  height  of  eloquence,  which 
was  poflefled  in  fo  amazing  a  manner  by  the 
Grecian  and  Roman  orators.  Whether  this  has 
been  owing  to  any  peculiar  organization  of  our 
tongues,  or  whether  it  has  proceeded  from  our 
national  love  of  taciturnity,  I  (hall  not  take  upon 
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me  to  determine  :  but  I  will  now  venture  to  af- 
firm, that  the  prefent  times  might  furnifh  us 
with  a  more  furprifing  number  of  Fine  Speakers, 
than  have  been  fet  down  by  Tully  in  his  treatife 
De  Claris  Qratoribus.  Foreigners  can  no  longer 
object  to  us,  that  the  northern  coldnefs  of  our  cli- 
mate has  (as  it  were)  purfed  up  our  lips,  and  that 
we  are  afraid  to  open  our  mouths :  The  charm 
is  at  length  diflblved  j  and  our  people,  who  be- 
fore affe&ed  the  gravity  and  filence  of  the 
Spaniards,  have  adopted  and  naturalized  the 
volubility  of  fpeech,  as  well  as  the  gay  man- 
mers,  of  the  French. 

THIS  change  has  been  brought  about  by  the 
public-fpirited  attempts  of  thofe  elevated  geniufes, 
who  have  inftituted  certain  fchools  for  the  culti- 
vation of  eloquence  in  all  it's  branches.  Hence 
it  is,  that  inftead  of  languid  difcourfes  from  the 
pulpit,  feveral  tabernacles  and  meeting-houfes 
have  been  fet  up,  where  lay-preaches  may  dif- 
play  all  the  powers  of  oratory  in  fighs  and  groans, 
and  emulate  a  Whitffield  or  a  Wefay  in  all  the 
figures  of  rhetoric.  And  not  only  the  enthufiaft 
has  his  Conventicles,  but  even  the  free-thinker 
boafts  his  Societies,  where  he  may  hold  forth 
againft  religion  in  tropes,  metaphors,  and  firm,- 
lies.  The  declamations  weekly  thundered  out 

at 
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at  Clare-Market,  and  the  fubtle  argumentations 
at  the  Robin  Hood^  I  have  formerly  celebrated  : 
It  now  remains  to  pay  my  refpe&s  to  the  Martin 
Luther  of  the  age,  (as  he  frequently  calls  him- 
felf)  the  great  Orator  MACKLIN  j  who,  by  de- 
claiming himfelf,  and  opening  a  fchool  for  the 
difputations  of  others,  has  joined  both  the  above 
plans  together,  and  formed  the  BRITISH  INQUI- 
SITION. Here,  whatever  concerns  the  world 
of  tafte  and  literature,  is  debated  :  Our  rakes 
and  bloods,  -  who  had  been  ufed  to  frequent 
Covent-Garden  merely  for  the  fake  of  whoring  and 
drinking,  now  refort  thither  for  reafon  and  ar- 
gument ;  and  the  Piazza  begins  to  vie  with  the 
ancient  Portico,  where  Socrates  difputed. 

BUT  what  pleafcs  me  moft  in  Mr.  MACK- 
LIN'S  Inftitution  is,  that  he  has  allowed  the 
tongues  of  my  fair  country-women  full  play. 
Their  natural  talents  for  Oratory  are  fo  excel- 
lent and  numerous,  that  it  feems  more  owing  to 
the  envy  than  prudence  of  the  other  fex,  that 
they  fhould  be  denied  the  opportunity  of  exert- 
ing them.  The  remarkable  tendency  in  our  po- 
liteft  ladies  "  to  talk,  though  they  have  nothing 
"  to  fay,"  and  the  torrent  of  eloquence,  that 
pours  (on  the  moft  trivial  occafions)  from  the 
lips  of  thofe  females,  called  Scolds,  give  abun- 
dant 
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dant  proofs  of  that  command  of  words,  and  flow 
of  eloquence,  which  fo  few  men  have  been  able 
to  attain.  Again,  if  action  is  the  life  and  foul 
of  an  oration,  how  many  advantages  have  the 
ladies  in  this  particular  ?  The  waving  of  a  fnowy 
arm,  artfully  {haded  with  the  enchanting  flope 
of  a  double  ruffle,  would  have  twenty  times  the 
force  of  the  ftiff  fee-faw  of  a  male  orator :  and 
when  they  come  to  the  moft  animated  parts  of 
the  oration,  which  demand  uncommon  warmth 
and  agitation,  we  fhould  be  vanquiflied  by  the 
heaving  breaft,  and  all  thofe  other  charms, 
which  the  modern  drefs  is  fo  well  calculated 
to  difplay. 

SINCE  the  ladies  are  thus  undeniably  endued 
with  thefe  and  many  other  accomplimments  for 
Oratory,  that  no  place  fhould  yet  have  been 
opened  for  their  exerting  them,  is  almoft  unac- 
countable. The  lower  order  of  females  have, 
indeed,  long  ago  instituted  an  academy  of  this 
kind  at  the  other  end  of  the  town,  where  oyfters 
and  eloquence  are  in  equal  perfection :  but  the 
politer  part  of  the  female  world  have  hkherto 
had  no  further  opportunity  of  exercifing  their 
abilities,  than  the  common  occafions  which  a 
new  cap  or  petenlair,  the  tea  or  the  card-table, 
have  afforded  them.  I  am  therefore  heartily  glad, 

that 
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that  a  plan  is  at  length  put  in  execution,  which 
will  encourage  their  propenfity  to  talking,  and 
enlarge  their  topics  of  converfation  :  but  I  would 
more  particularly  recommend  it  to  all  ladies  of  a 
clamorous  difpofition,  to  attend  at  MACKLIN'SJ 
that  the  impetuous  {beam  of  eloquence,  which, 
for  want  of  another  vent,  has  long  been  poured 
on  their  fervants  or  hufbands,  may  now  be  carried 
off  by  another  more  agreeable  channel. 

I  COULD  not  have  thought  it  poflible,  that 
this  undertaking  would  have  fubfifted  two  nights, 
without  fetting  all  the  female  tongues  from  St. 
James's  to  Temple-Bar  in  motion.  But  the  ladies 
have  hitherto  been  dumb;  and  Female  Eloquence 
feems  as  unlikely  to  difplay  itfelf  in  public  as 
ever.  Whether  their  modefty  will  not  permit 
them  to  open  their  mouths  in  the  unhallowed 
air  of  Covent-Garden^  I  know  not :  but  I  am  ra- 
ther inclined  to  think,  that  the  Queftions  pro- 
pofed  have  not  been  fufficiently  calculated  for 
the  female  part  of  the  aflembly.  They  might 
perhaps  be  tempted  to  debate,  "  whether  Fanny. 

"  Murray  or  Lady were  the  propereft  to 

"  lead  the  fafliion ;" — "  to  what  lengths  a  lady 
*'  might  proceed  without  the  lofs  of  her  reputa- 
"  tion  j" — or  "  whether  the  Beautifying  Lotion 
"  or  the  Royal  Wafliball  were  the  moft  excel- 

"  lent 
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•*  lent  Cofmetics."  It  might  alfo  be  expecled 
in  complaifance  to  the  fair  fex,  that  the  INQ^UI- 
SITOR  fhould  now  and  then  read  a  duTertation 
on  Natural  and  Artificial  Beauty;  in  which  he 
might  (with  that  foftnefs  and  delicacy  peculiar  to 
himfelf)  analyfe  a  lady's  face,  and  give  exam- 
ples of  the  ogle,  the  fimper,  the  fmile,  the  lan- 
guifh,  the  dimple,  &c.  with  a  word  or  two  on 
the  ufe  and  benefit  of  paint. 

BUT  thefe  points  I  (hall  leave  to  Mr.  MACK- 
LIN'S  confederation  :  In  the  mean  t;me,  as  it  is 
not  in  my  power  to  oblige  the  public  with  a 
Lady's  Speech,  I  {hall  fill  up  the  remainder  of 
my  paper  with  an  Oration,  which  my  cor- 
refpondent  is  defirous  fhould  appear  in  print, 
though  he  had  not  fufficient  confidence  to  deli- 
ver it  at  the  INQUISITION. 

(QUESTION. 

Whether  the  STAGE  might  not  be  made  more  con- 
ducive to  VIRTUE  and  MORALITY  ? 

Mr.  INQUISITOR, 

TH  E  ancient  drama  had,  we  know,  a  re- 
ligious as  well  as  political  view  j  and  was 
defigned  to  infpire  the  audience  with  a  reverence 
to  the  Gods  and  a  love  of  their  country.     Our 

own 
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own  ftage,  upon  particular  occafions,  has  been 
made  to  anfwer  the  fame  ends.  Thus  we  may 
remember  during  the  laft  rebellion,  befides  the 
loyalty  of  the  fiddles  in  the  Orcheftra,  we  were 
infpired  with  a  deteftation  of  the  pope  and  pre- 
tender by  the  Nonjuror^  the  Jefuit  Caught-,  Per  kin 
Warbsck^  or  the  PepiJJ)  Impojiar^  and  fuch  other 
politico-religious  dramas. 

But  there  is  a  fpecies  of  the  drama,  which 
has  not  yet  been  mentioned  by  any  of  the  gen- 
tlemen who  have  fpoke  to  the  queftion,  and 
which  is  very  deficient  in  point  of  Moral  :  I 
mean,  PANTOMIMES.  Mr.  Law  has  been 
very  fevere  on  the  impiety  of  reprefenting 
Heathen  Gods  and  Goddefles  before  a  truly 
Chriftian  audience  :  and  to  this  we  may  add,  that 
Harlequin  is  but  a  wicked  fort  of  fellow,  and  is 
always  running  after  the  girls.  For  my  part  I 
have  often  blufhed  to  fee  this  impudent  rake  en- 
deavouring to  creep  up  Columbine's  petticoats, 
and  at  other  times  patting  her  neck,  and  laying 
his  legs  upon  her  lap.  Nobody  will  fay,  indeed, 
that  there  is  much  virtue  or  morality  in  thefe  en- 
tertainments-: though  it  muft  be  confeiTed  to  the 
honour  of  our  neighbouring  houfe  here,  that  the 
Necromancer  and  the  Sorcerer^  after  having  played 
many  unchriftian  pranks  upon  ths  fta^e,  are  at 

laft 
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laft  fairly  fent  to  the  devil.  I  would  therefore 
recommend  it  to  our  Pantomime-writers,  that 
inftead  of  the  Pantheon,  or  lewd  comedies,  they 
would  take  their  fubje&s  from  fome  Old  Gar- 
land, Moral  Ballad,  or  Penny  Hiftory  Book. 
Suppofe,  for  example,  they  were  to  give  us  the 
ftory  of  Patient  Grizzle  in  dumb  (hew  ;  fetting 
forth,  as  how  a  noble  lord  fell  in  love  with  her, 
as  he  was  hunting  ;  —  and  there  you  might  have 
the  fcene  of  the  Spinning  Wheel,  and  the  fong 
of  the  Early  Horn  ;  —  and  as  how,  after  many 
trials  of  her  patience,  which  they  might  reprefent 
by  machinery,  this  lord  at  laft  married  her ;  — 
and  then  you  may  have  a  Grand  Temple  and 
a  Dance.  The  other  houfe  have  already  revived 
the  good  old  ftory  of  Foriunatufs  Wifhing  Cap  ; 
and  as  they  are  fond  of  introducing  little  children 
in  their  entertainments,  fuppofe  they  were  to 
exhibit  a  Pantomime  of  the  Three  Children  in 
the  Wood; — 'twould  be  vaftly  pretty  to  fee  the 
pafte-board  robin-red-breafts  let  down  by  wires 
upon  the  ftage  to  cover  the  poor  innocent  babes 
with  paper  leaves.  But  if  they  muft  have  Fairies 
and  Genii,  I  would  advife  them  to  take  their  ftories 
out  of  that  pretty  little  book,  called  the  Fairy  Tales. 
I  am  fure,  inftead  of  oftriches,  dogs,  horfes, 
lions,  monkeys,  &c.  we  (hould  be  full  as  well 
pleafed  to  fee  the  Wolf  and  little  red  Riding  Hood; 

and 
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and  we  fliould  laugh  vaftly  at  the  adventures  of 
Pufs  in  Boots.  I  need  not  point  out  the  excellent 
Moral,  which  would  be  inculcated  by  reprefenta- 
tions  of  this  kind  j  and  I  am  confident  they  would 
meet  with  the  deferved  applaufe  of  all  the  old 
women  and  children  in  both  galleries. 
O 
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•          Age,  libertate  Decembri, 

Quando  ita  majores  voluerunt,  utere. 

HOR. 

Comey  let  us,  like  our  jovial  fires  of  old, 
lPith  gatnbols  and  mince-pies  our  Chriftmas  hold. 

AT  this  feafon  of  the  year  it  has  always  been 
cuftomary  for  the  lower  part  of  the  world 
to  exprefs  their  gratitude  to  their  benefactors  j 
while  fome  of  a  more  elevated  genius  among 
them  cloath  their  thoughts  in  a  kind  of  holiday 
drefs,  and  once  in  the  year  rife  into  poets.  Thus 
the  bellman  bids  good  night  to  all  his  matters  and 
miftrefles  in  couplets  ;  the  news-carrier  hawks  his 
own  verfes  j  and  the  very  lamp-lighter  addrefles 
his  worthy  cuftomers  in  rhyme.  As  a  fervant 

to 
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to  the  public,  I  fhould  be  wanting  in  the  due 
refpe<ft  to  my  readers,  if  I  alfo  did  not  take  this 
earlieft  opportunity  of  paying  them  the  com- 
pliments of  the  feafon,  and  (in  the  phrafe  of 
their  barbers,  taylors,  flioemakers,  and  other 
tradefmen)  wifh  them  a  merry  Cbrijlmas  and 
a  happy  New  Year. 

THOSE  old-famioned  mortals,  who  have  been 
accuftomed  to  look  upon  this  feafon  with  extra- 
ordinary devotion,  I  leave  to  con  over  the  expla- 
nation of  it  in  Nelfon :  It  fhall  at  prefent  be  my 
bufinefs  to  (hew  the  different  methods  of  cele- 
brating it  in  thefe  kingdoms.  With  the  genera- 
lity, Chrt/tmas  is  looked  upon  as  a  feftival  in  the 
moft  literal  fenfe,  and  held  facred  by  good  eat- 
ing and  drinking.  Thefe,  indeed,  are  the  moft 
diftinguiftiing  marks  of  Chriftmas :  The  revenue 
from  the  malt-tax  and  the  duty  upon  wines,  &c. 
on  account  of  thefe  twelve  days,  has  always  been 
found  to  increafe  confiderably  :  And  it  is  impof- 
fvble  to  conceive  the  Slaughter,  that  is  made 
among  the  poultry  and  the  hogs  in  different  parts 
of  the  country,  to  furnifh  the  prodigious  num- 
bers of  turkeys  and  chines,  and  collars  of  brawn, 
that  travel  up,  as  prefents,  to  the  metropolis  on 
this  occafion.  The  jolly  cit  looks  upon  this 
j«yous  time  of  feafting,  with  as  much  pleafure  as 

on 


N*.48.  Tfc  CONNOISSEUR.  95 
on  the  treat  of  a  new-ele&ed  alderman,  or  a 
lord -mayor's  day.  Nor  can  the  country  farmer 
rail  more  againft  the  Game- Adi,  than  many  wor- 
thy citizens,  who  have  ever  fmce  been  debarred 
of  their  annual  hare  j  while  their  ladies  can  ne- 
ver enough  regret  their  lofs  of  the  opportunity  of 
difplaying  their  {kill,  in  making  a  moft  excel- 
lent pudding  in  the  belly.  But  thefe  notable 
houfe-wives  have  ftill  the  confolation  of  hearing 
their  guefts  commend  the  mince-pies  without 
meat,  which  we  are  allured  were  made  at  home, 
and  not  like  the  ordinary  heavy  things  from  the 
paftry-cooks.  Thefe  good  people  would,  indeed, 
look  upon  the  abfence  of  mince-pies  as  the  higheft 
violation  of  Ckriftmas  ;  and  have  remarked  with 
concern  the  difregard,  that  has  been  fliewn  of 
late  years  to  that  Old  Englljb  repaft  :  for  this 
excellent  Britijb  Olio  is  as  efiential  to  Chriftmas, 
as  pancake  to  Shrove  Tuefday,  tanfy  to  Eafter, 
furmity  to  Midlent  Sunday,  or  goofe  to  Mi- 
chaelmas Day.  And  they  think  it  no  wonder, 
that  our  finical  gentry  (hould  be  fo  loofe  in  their 
principles,  as  well  as  weak  in  their  bodies, 
when  the  folid  fubftantial,  Proteftant  mince-pie 
has  given  place  among  them  to  the  Roman 
Catholic  Amulets*  and  the  light,  puffy^heterodox 
Peti  de  Religieufti. 
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As  this  feafon  ufed  formerly  to  be  welcomed 
in  with  more  than  ufual  jollity  in  the  country, 
it  is  probable  that  the  Chnftmcu  remembrances, 
with  which  the  waggons  and  ftage-coaches  arc 
at  this  time  loaded,  nrft  took  their  rife  from  the 
laudable  cuftom  of  diftributing  provifions  at  this 
fevere  quarter  of  the  year  to  the  poor.  But  thefe 
prefents  are  now  feldom  fent  to  thofe,  who  are 
really  in  want  of  them,  but  are  defigned  as  com- 
pliments to  the  great  from  their  inferiors,  and 
come  chiefly  from  the  tenant  to  his  rich  land- 
lord, or  from  the  rector  of  a  fat  living,  as  a  kind 
of  tythe,  to  his  patron.  Nor  is  the  old  hofpita- 
ble  Englijh  cuftom,  of  keeping  open  houfe  for 
the  poor  neighbourhood,  any  longer  regarded. 
We  might  as  foon  expecl:  to  fee  plum-porridge 
nil  a  terrene  at  the  ordinary  at  White 's,  as  that 
the  lord  of  the  manour  fhould  aflemble  his 
poor  tenants  to  make  merry  at  the  great  houfe. 
The  fervants  now  fwill  the  Chrijlmas  ale  by 
themfelves  in  the  hall,  while  the  fquire  gets 
drunk,  with  his  brother  foxhunters,  in  the 
fmoking-room. 

THERE  is  no  rank  of  people  fo  heartily 
rejoiced  at  the  arrival  of  this  joyful  feafon,  as 
the  order  of  fervants,  journeymen,  apprentices, 
and  the  lower  fort  of  people  in  general.  No 

mafter 
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matter  or  miftrefs  is  fo  rigid,  as  to  refufe  them 
an  holiday ;  and,  by  remarkable  good  luck,  the 
fame  circumftance,  which  gives  them  an  oppor- 
tunity of  diverting  themfelves,  procures  them 
money  to  fupport  it,  by  the  tax  which  cuftom 
has  impofed  upon  us  in  the  article  of  Chriftmas 
Boxes.  The  butcher  and  the  baker  fend  their 
journeymen  and  apprentices  to  levy  contribu- 
tions on  their  cuftomers,  which  are  paid  back 
again  in  the  ufual  fees  to  Mr.  John  and  Mrs. 
Mary.  This  ferves  the  tradefman  as  a  pretence  to 
lengthen  out  his  bill,  and  the  mafter  and  miftrefs 
to  lower  the  wages  on  account  of  the  vails.  The 
Chri/imas  Box  was  formerly  the  bounty  of  well- 
difpofed  people,  who  were  willing  to  contribute 
fomething  towards  rewarding  the  induftrious, 
and  fupplying  them  with  neceflaries.  But  the 
gift  is  now  almoft  demanded  as  a  right ;  and  our 
journeymen,  apprentices,  &c.  are  grown  fo  po- 
lite, that  inftead  of  referving  their  Cbrlflmm  Box 
for  it's  original  ufe,  their  ready  cam  ferves  them 
only  for  prefent  pocket-money  ;  and  inftead  of 
vifiting  their  friends  and  relations,  they  com- 
mence the  fine  gentlemen  of  the  week.  The 
fixpenny  hop  is  crouded  with  ladies  and  gentle- 
men from  the  kitchen  ;  the  Syrens  of  Caihenru- 
Street  charm  many  a  holiday  gallant  into  their 
fnares ;  and  the  play-houfet  are  filled  with 
VOL.  II.  F  beaux 
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beaux,  wits  and  critics,  from  Cbeapfide  and 
White-Chapel.  The  barrows  are  furrounded  with 
raw  lads  fetting  their  halfpence  againft  oranges  ; 
and  the  greafy  cards  and  dirty  cribbage-board 
employ  the  genteeler  gamefters  in  every  ale- 
houfe.  A  merry  Chri/imas  has  ruined  many  a 
promifing  young  fellow,  who  has  been  flufh  of 
money  at  the  beginning  of  the  week,  but  be- 
fore the  end  of  it  has  committed  a  robbery  on 
the  till  for  more. 

But  in  the  midft  of  this  general  feftivity  there 
are  fome,  fo  far  from  giving  into  any  extraordi- 
nary merriment,  that  they  feem  more  gloomy 
than  ufual,  and  appear  with  faces  as  difmal  as 
the  month,  in  which  Chri/lmas  is  celebrated.  I 
have  heard  a  plodding  citizen  moft  grievoufly 
complain  of  the  great  expence  of  houfe-keeping 
at  this  feafon,  when  his  own  and  his  wife's  rela- 
tions claim  the  privilege  of  kindred  to  eat  him 
out  of  houfe  and  home.  Then  again,  confider- 
ing  the  prefent  total  decay  of  trade,  and  the  great 
load  of  taxes,  it  is  a  (harne,  they  think,  that 
poor  {hopkeepers  fhould  be  fo  fleeced  and  plun- 
dered, under  the  pretence  of  Chriftmas  Boxes. 
But  if  tradefmen  have  any  reafon  to  murmur  at 
Chrt/lmas,  many  of  their  cuftomers,  on  the  other 
hand,  tremble  at  it's  approach  j  as  it  is  made  a 

fanction 
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fan&ion  to  every  petty  mechanic,  to  break  in 
upon  their  joy,  and  difturb  a  gentleman's  repofe 
at  this  time,  by  bringing  in  his  bill. 

OTHERS,  who  ufed  to  be  very  merry  at  this 
feafon,  have  within  this  year  or  two  been  quite 
difconcerted.  To  put  them  out  of  their  old  way, 
is  to  put  them  out  of  humour :  they  have  there- 
fore quarrelled  with  the  almanack,  and  refufe  to 
keep  their  Chrtjlmas  according  to  a&  cf  parlia- 
ment. My  coufm  VILLAGE  informs  me,  that 
this  obftinacy  is  very  common  in  the  country; 
and  that  many  ftill  perfift  in  waiting  eleven  days 
for  their  mirth,  and  defer  their  Chrijlmas  till  the 
blowing  of  the  Glaftonbury  Thorn-  In  fome,  in- 
deed, this  cavilling  with  the  calendar  has  been, 
only  the  refult  of  clofe  ceconomy ;  who,  by 
evading  the  expence  of  keeping  Gkrijlmas  with 
the  reft  of  the  world,  find  means  to  neglect  it, 
when  the  general  time  of  celebrating  it  is  over. 
Many  have  availed  themfelves  of  this  expedient : 
and  I  am  acquainted  with  a  couple,  who  are  en- 
raged at  the  New  Style  on  another  account ;  be- 
caufe  it  puts  them  to  double  expences,  by  robbing 
them  of  the  opportunity  of  keeping  Cbrijlmas  Day 
and  their  Wedding  Day  at  the  fame  time. 

F2  A* 
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As  to  perfons  of  fafhion,  this  annual  Carnival 
is  worfe  to  them  than  Lent,  or  the  empty  town  in 
the  middle  of  fummer.  The  boifterous  merriment, 
and  aukward  affectation  of  politenefs  among  the 
vulgar,  interrupts  the  courfe  of  their  refined  plea- 
fures,  and  drives  them  out  of  town  for  the  holi- 
days. The  few  who  remain  are  very  much  at  a 
lofs  how  to  difpofe  of  their  time  ;  for  the  theatres 
at  this  feafon  are  opened  only  for  the  reception 
of  fchool-boys  and  apprentices,  and  there  is  no 
public  place  where  a  perfon  of  fafliion  can  ap- 
pear, without  being  furrounded  with  the  dirty 
inhabitants  of  St.  Giles's,  and  the  brutes  from 
the  Wapping  fide  of  Weftminjler.  Thefe  unhappy 
fufferers  are  really  to  be  pitied :  and  fince 
Chriftmas  Day  has  to  perfons  of  diftinclion  a 
great  deal  of  infipidity  about  it,  I  cannot  enough 
applaud  an  ingenious  lady,  who  fent  cards  round 
to  all  her  acquaintance,  inviting  them  to  a 
rout  on  that  day ;  which  they  declared  was  the 
happieft  thought  in  the  world,  becaufe  Cbrijlmcis 
Day  is  fo  much  like  Sunday. 


N  U  M  1. 
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NUMB.  XLIX.     TJ)urfday,  January  2,   1755. 

Eft  in  confilio  matrona,  admotaque  lanis 
Emerita  quae  ceflat  acu  :  fententta  prima 
Hujus  erit :  port  hanc  setate  atque  arte  minores 
Cenfebunt :  tanquam  famae  difcrimen  agatur, 
Aut  animae  :  tanta  eft  quaerendi  cura  decoris. 

Juv. 
Here  evyry  Belle,  for  tajle  and  beauty  known, 

Shall  meet to  fix  thefajhion  of  a  gown  ; 

Of  caps  and  ruffles  bold  the  grave  debate, 
As  of  their  lives  they  would  decide  the  fate. 
Life,  foul,  and  all,  would  claim  th'  attention  left  j 
For  life  and  foul  is  centered  all  —  in  Drefe. 

To      Mr.       ST  0  WN. 

S  I  R, 

/CONTESTED  Eletfions  and  Double 
\^Ji  Returns  being  at  prefent  the  general  topic 
of  difcourfe,  a  fubject  in  which  the  ladies, 
methinks,  are  but  little  concerned,  I  have  a 
Scheme  to  propofe  to  you  in  their  behalf,  which 
I  doubt  not  but  you,  as  their  profefled  patron, 
will  ufe  your  eloquence  to  recommend,  and  your 
authority  to  enforce.  It  has  long  been  a  matter 
F  3  of 
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of  real  concern  to  every  well-wifher  to  the  fair 
fex,  that  the  men  fhould  be  allowed  the  free 
choice  of  reprefentatives,  to  whom  they  can 
make  every  real  or  pretended  grievance  known, 
while  the  women  are  deprived  of  the  fame 
privilege ;  when  in  reality  they  have  many 
grievances  utterly  unknown  and  unthought  of 
by  the  men,  and  which  cannot  be  redrefTed  but 
'  by  a  FEMALE  PARLIAMENT. 

I  DO  not,  indeed,  pretend  to  the  honour  of 
firft  projecting  this  fcheme,  fince  an  Aflembly  of 
this  nature  has  been  propofed  before :  but  as  it 
appears  to  me  fo  neceflary,  I  would  advife  that 
writs  be  immediately  iflued  out  for  calling  a  Par- 
liament of  Women,  which  for  the  future  fliould 
aflemble  every  winter,  and  be  diflblved  every 
third  year.  My  reafon  for  fhortening  the  time 
of  their  fitting  proceeds  from  the  reflection,  that 
full  as  much  bufmefs  will  be  done,  at  leaft  as 
many  fpeeches  will  be  made,  by  women  in  three 
years,  as  by  men  in  feven.  To  this  Aflembly 
every  county  and  city  in  England  fhall  fend  two 
members;  but  from  this  privilege  I  would  ut- 
terly exclude  every  borough,  as  we  fhall  prefently 
fee  that  they  can  have  no  bufmefs  to  tranfadl: 
there.  But  as  I  would  have  their  number  at  leaft 
equal  to  that  of  the  other  Parliament,  the  defi- 
ciency 
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ciency  fhould  be  fupplied  by  the  fquares  and 
great  ftreets  at  the  court  end  of  the  town,  each 
of  which  fhould  be  reprefented  by  one  of  their 
own  inhabitants.  In  humble  imitation  of  the 
Houfes  of  Lords  and  Commons,  the  ladies  of 
peers  (whether  fpiritual  or  temporal)  fhould  fit 
here  in  their  own  right,  the  others  by  election 
only  j  any  woman  to  be  qualified,  whofe  huf- 
band,  or  even  whofe  father  (for  I  would  by  no 
means  exclude  the  unmarried  ladies)  is  qualified 
to  be  chofen  into  the  other.  In  the  fame  manner, 
whatever  entitles  the  hufband  or  father  to  vote  at 
that  election,  fhould  entitle  his  wife  or  daughter 
to  vote  at  this. 

HAVING  fettled  this  point,  it  now  remains  to 
adjuft  the  fubjedts  which  they  are  to  treat  of: 
and  thefe  we  fhall  find  to  be,  indeed,  of  the  laft 
importance.  What  think  you,  Sir,  of  the  rife 
and  fall  of  fafhions,  of  as  much  confequcnce  to 
them  as  the  rife  and  fall  of  kingdoms  is  to  us  ?  of 
the  commencing  a  new  acquaintance,  equivalent 
to  our  making  a  new  alliance  ?  and  adjufting  the 
ceremonial  of  a  rout  or  a  ball,  as  interefting  as 
the  preliminaries  of  a  treaty  or  a  congrefi,  ? 
Thefe  fubjedts,  and  thefe  alone,  will  fufficiently 
employ  them  every  feffion ;  and  as  their  judg- 
ment muft  be  final,  how  delightful  will  it  be  to 
F  4  have 
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have  bills  brought  in  to  determine,  how  many 
inches  of  the  leg  or  neck  may  lawfully  be  expofed, 
how  many  curtfies  at  a  public  place  amount  to  an 
acquaintance,  and  what  are  the  precife  privileges 
of  birth  or  fortune,  that  entitle  the  poffeffors  to 
give  routs  or  drums,  on  week-days  or  on  fundays. 
Whoever  fhould  prefume  to  tranfgrefs  againft 
thefe  laws,  might  be  punifhed  fuitably  to  their 
offences ;  and  be  baniftied  from  public  places, 
or  condemned  to  do  penance  in  linfey-woolfey : 
or  if  any  female  ftiould  be  convicted  of  im- 
modefty,  ftie  might  be  outlawed ;  and  then 
(as  thefe  laws  would  not  bind  the  nymphs  of 
Drury)  we  ftiould  eafily  diitinguifli  a  mode/I 
woman,  as  the  phrafe  is,  if  not  by  her  looks,  at 
leaft  by  her  drefs  and  appearance  ;  and  the  victo- 
rious Fanny  might  then  be  fuffered  to  ftrike  bold 
ftrokes,  without  rivalry  or  imitation.  If  any  man 
too  ftiould  be  found  fo  grofly  offending  againft 
the  laws  of  fafhion,  as  to  refufe  a  member  a  bow 
at  a  play,  or  a  falute  at  a  wedding,  how  fuitably 
would  he  be  punifhed  by  being  reprimanded  on 
his  knees  in  fuch  an  affembly,  and  by  fo  fine  a 
woman,  as  we  may  iuppofe  the  fpeaker  would  be  ? 
Then  doubtlefs  would  a  grand  committee  fit  on 
the  affair  of  hoops ;  and  were  they  eftablifhed  in 
their  prefent  form  by  proper  authority,  doors  and 
boxes  might  be  altered  and  enlarged  acccordingly : 

Then 
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Then  (hould  we  talk  as  familiarly  of  the  vifit-bill 
as  of  the  marriage-bill ;  and  with  what  pleafure 
ftiould  we  perufe  the  regulations  of  the  committee 
of  drefs  ?  Every  lover  of  decorum  would  be 
pleafed  to  hear,  that  refractory  females  were  taken 
into  cuftody  by  the  uflier  of  the  black  fan  :  The 
double  return  of  a  vifit  would  occafion  as  many 
debates  as  the  double  return  for  a  certain  county  ; 
and  at  the  eve  of  an  election,  how  pretty  would 
it  be  to  fee  the  ladies  of  the  (hire  going  about, 
mounted  on  their  white  palfreys,  and  canvaffing 
for  votes." 

'TiLL  this  great  purpofe  is  attained,  I  fee  not 
how  the  vifible  enormities  in  point  of  drefs,  and 
failures  in  point  of  ceremony,  can  effectually  be 
prevented.  But  then,  and  not  before,  I  (hall 
hope  to  fee  politenefs  and  good  breeding  diftin- 
guifhed  from  formality  and  affectation,  and 
dreffes  invented  that  will  improve,  not  diminifli 
the  charms  of  the  fair,  and  rather  become  than 
difguife  the  wearers. 

I  am,  SIR,  yours,  &c. 

TIMOTHY    CANVASS. 

I  AM  much  obliged  to  my  correfpondent  for 

his  letter,    and   heartily  wifti  that  this  Scheme 

F  3  was 
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was  carried  into  execution.  The  liberties  daily 
taken  in  point  of  drefs  demand  proper  reftric- 
tions.  The  ancients  fettled  their  national  habit  by 
law :  but  the  drefs  of  our  own  country  is  fo  very 
fluctuating,  that  if  the  great  grandmothers  of  the 
prefent  generation  were  to  arife,  they  would  not 
be" able  to  guefs  at  their  pofterity  from  their  drefs, 
but  would  fancy  themfelves  in  a  ftrange  country. 
As  thefe  affairs  fall  more  immediately  under  the 
cognizance  of  the  ladies,  the  female  world  in 
general  would  foon  be  tenfible  of  the  advantages, 
accruing  from  a  Female  Parliament :  and  though 
ladies  of  fafhion  might  probably  claim  fome  pe- 
culiar liberties  in  drefs  by  their  privilege,,  it  might 
naturally  be  expected,  that  this  wife  affembly 
would  at  leaft  keep  the  reft  of  the  fex  in  order; 
nor  fuffer  enormous  hoops  to  fpread  themfelves 
acrofs  the  whole  pavement,  to  the  detriment  of  all 
honeft  men  going  upon  bufmefs  along  the  ftreet ; 
ifor  permit  the  chandler's  wife  to  retail  half- 
quarterns  from  behind  the  counter,  in  a  fliort 
fiomacher  and  without  a  handkerchief. 

I  AM  aware,  that  a  confiderable  obje&ion  may 
be  brought  againft  this  Scheme :  to  wit,  that  a 
Female  Parliament  (like  thofe  of  the  men)  may  be 
fubjecl  to  corruption,  and  made  dependant  on  a 
court.  The  enormous  Elizabeth  Ruff,  and  the 

aukward 
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aukward  Queen  of  Scots  Mob,  are  fatal  inftances 
of  the  evil  influence,  which  courts  have  upon 
fafhioni :  and  as  no  one  can  tell  the  power, 
which  a  Briti/h  Queen  might  have  over  the 
councils  of  a  Female  Parliament,  future  ages 
might  perhaps  fee  the  ftays  bolftered  out  into 
hump -backs,  or  the  petticoats  let  down  to 
conceal  a  bandy  leg,  from  the  fame  fervile 
complaifance  which  warped  the  necks  of 
Alexander's  courtiers. 

BUT   though  a  Parliament  on  the  foregoing 
Scheme  has  not  yet  taken  place,   an  inftitution 
of  the  like  nature  has  been  contrived  among  that 
order  of  females,  who  (as  I  mentioned  in  a  for- 
mer   paper)    advertife   for  gentlemen  to  play  at 
cards  with  them.     The   reader  may  remember, 
that   fome  time  ago  an  advertifement  appeared 
in  the  public  papers,  from  the  Covent-Garden  So- 
ciety ;  in  which  it  was  fet  forth,  that  one  of  their 
members  was  voted  common.     This  very  Society 
is  compofed  of  thefe  Agreeable'  Young  Ladies, 
whofe  bufinefs  it  is  to  play  at  cards  with  thofe 
gentlemen,    who  have  good-nature  and  fortune 
fufHcient  to  fit  down  contented  with  being  lofers. 
It  is  divided,  like  the  upper  and  lower  Houfes  of 
Parliament,    into    Ladies    and    Commons.     The 
upper    order    of    Card-players    take    their    feats 
F  6  according 
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according  to  the  rank  of  thofe  who  game  at  high 
ftakes  with  them ;  while  the  Commons  are  made 
up  of  the  lower  fort  of  gamblers  within  the  hun- 
dreds of  Drury  and  Covent-Garden.  Every  one 
is  obliged  to  pay  a  certain  tax  out  of  her  Card- 
money  ;  and  the  revenue  arifing  from  it  is  applied 
to  the  levying  of  hoop-petticoats,  facks,  peten- 
lairs,  caps,  handkerchiefs,  aprons,  &c.  to  be 
ifliied  out  nightly,  according  to  the  exigence  and 
degree  of  the  members.  Many  revolutions  have 
happened  in  this  Society  fince  it's  inftitution :  A 
Commoner  in  the  fpace  of  a  few  weeks  has  been 
called  up  to  the  Houfe  of  Ladies ;  and  another, 
who  at  firft  fat  as  Peerefs,  has  been  fuddenly  de- 
graded, and  voted  common. 

MORE  particulars  of  this  Society  have  not 
come  to  my  knowledge  :  but  their  defign  feems 
to  be,  to  erect  a  Common-wealth  of  them- 
felves,  and  to  refcue  their  liberties  from  being 
invaded  by  thofe,  who  have  prefumed  to  tyrannize 
over  them.  If  this  practice  of  playing  their  own 
cards,  and  fliuffling  for  themfelves,  fhould  gene- 
rally prevail  among  all  the  Agreeable  Young 
Gamefters  of  Covent-Garden^  I  am  concerned  to 
think  what  will  become  of  the  venerable  fifter- 
hood  of  Douglafi^  Haddock^  and  Noble,  as  well  as 
the  fraternity  of  Harris,  Derry,  and  the  reft  of  thofe 

gentlemen 
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gentlemen,  who  have  hitherto  a&ed  as  Groom- 
Porters,  and  had  the  principal  direction  of  the 
game.  From  fuch  a  combination  it  may  greatly 
be  feared,  that  the  honourable  profeflion  of  Pimp 
will,  in  a  fhort  time,  become  as  ufelefs,  as  that 
of  a  Fleet-Parfon. 

NUMB.  L.    eflnirfday,  'January  9,  1755. 

Vita 

Percipit  humanos  odium,  lucifque  videndze, 
Ut  fibi  confcifcant  maerenti  peclore  lethum. 

LUCRET. 

O  deaf  to  Nature^  and  to  Heaven's  command!  — 
jjgalnjl  Thyfelf  to  lift  the  murd'ring  hand  ! 
O  damn'd  defpair  ! — to  Jhun  the  living  light, 
dnd  plunge  thy  guilty  foul  in  endlefe  night  ! 

TH  E  laft  feffions  deprived  us  of  the  only 
furviving  member  of  a  Society,  which 
(during  it's  fhort  exiftence)  was  equal  both  in 
principles  and  practice  to  the  Mohocks  and  Hell- 
Fir  e-Club  of  tremendous  memory.  This  Society 
was  compofed  of  a  few  broken  gamcfters  and 
defperate  young  rakes,  who  threw  the  fmall  re- 
mains of  their  bankrupt  fortunes  into  one  com- 
mon itock,  and  thence  alTumed  the  name  of  the 

Laft 
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Laft  Guinea  Club.     A  fhort  life  and  a  merry  one 
was  their  favourite  maxim  ;  and  they  determined, 
when  their  finances  fhould  be  quite  exhaufted, 
to  die  as  they  had  lived,  like  gentlemen.     Some 
of  their  members  had  the  luck  to  get  a  reprieve 
by  a  good  run  at  cards,  and  others  by  fnapping 
up  a  rich  heirefs  or  a  dowager ;  while  the  reft, 
who  were  not  cut  off  in    the    natural  way  by  ' 
duels  or  the  gallows,  very  refolutely  made  their 
quietus  with  laudanum  or  the  piftol.     The  laft 
that  remained  of  this  Society  had  very  calmly 
prepared  for  his  own  execution  :  he  had  cocked 
his  piftol,  deliberately  placed  the  muzzle  of  it  to 
his   temple,    and    was  juft    going    to   pull  the 
trigger,  when  he  bethought  himfelf,  that  he  could 
employ  it  to  better  purpofe  upon  liounjlow  Heath. 
This  brave  man,  however,    had  but  a  very  fhort 
refpite  ;  and  was  obliged  to  fuffer  the  ignominy 
of  going  out  of  the  world  in  the  vulgar  way, 
by  an  halter. 

THE  enemies  of  play  will  perhaps  confider 
thofe  gentlemen,  who  boldly  flake  their  whole 
fortunes  at  the  gaming-table,  in  the  fame  view 
with  thefe  defperadoes ;  and  they  may  even  go 
fo  far,  as  to  regard  the  polite  and  honourable 
afiembly  at  Wbitis,  as  a  kind  of  Laft  Guinea 
Club,  Nothing,  they  will  fay,  is  fo  fluctuating 

as 
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as  the  property  of  a  gamefter,  who  (when  luck 
runs  againft  him)  throws  away  whole  acres  at 
every  caft  of  the  dice,  and  whofe  houfes  are  as 
unfure  a  pofiefiion,  as  if  they  were  built  with 
cards.  Many,  indeed,  have  been  reduced  to 
the  Laft  Guinea  at  this  genteel  gaming-houfe  ; 
but  the  moft  inveterate  enemies  to  White's  muft 
allow,  that  it  is  but  now  and  then,  that  a  game- 
fter of  quality,  who  looks  upon  it  as  an  even  bet, 
whether  there  is  another  world,  takes  his  chance, 
and  difpatches  himfelf,  when  the  odds  arc 
againft  him  in  this. 


BUT  however  free  the  gentlemen  of 
may  be  from  any  imputation  of  this  kind,  it 
muft  be  confefled,  that  Suicide  begins  to  prevail 
fo  generally,  that  it  is  the  moft  gallant  exploit, 
by  which  our  modern  heroes  chufe  to  fignalize 
themfelves;  and  in  this>  indeed,  they  behave 
with  uncommon  prowefs.  They  meet  every 
face  of  death,  however  horrible,  with  the  utmoft 
refolution  :  fome  blow  their  brains  out  with  a 
piftol  ;  fome  expire,  like  Sccrahs,  by  poifon  ; 
fbme  fall,  like  Cato,  on  the  point  of  their  own 
f  words  ;  and  others,  who  have  lived  like  Nero^ 
affecl:  to  die  like  Seneca-,  and  bleed  to  death.  The 
moft  exalted  geniufes  I  ever  remember  to  have 
heard  of,  were  a  party  of  reduced  gamefter?,  who 

bravely 
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bravely  refolved  to  pledge  each  other  in  a  bowl  of 
laudanum.  1  was  lately  informed  of  a  gentleman, 
who  went  among  his  ufual  companions  at  the  ga- 
ming-table the  day  before  he  made  away  with 
himfelf,  and  coolly  queftioned  them,  which  they 
thought  the  genteeleft  method  of  going  out  of 
the  world.  There  is,  indeed,  as  much  difference 
between  a  mean  perfon  and  a  man  of  quality  in 
their  manner  of  deftroying  themfelves,  as  in  their 
manner  of  living.  The  poor  fneaking  wretch, 
ftarving  in  a  garret,  tucks  himfelf  up  in  his  lift 
garters  ;  a  fecond,  croft  in  love,  drowns  himfelf, 
like  a  blind  puppy,  in  Rofamond's  Pond;  and  a 
third  cuts  his  throat  with  his  own  razor.  But 
the  man  of  fafliion  always  dies  by  a  piftol ;  and 
even  the  cobler  of  any  fpirit  goes  off  by  a  dofe 
or  two  extraordinary  of  gin. 

FROM  the  days  of  Plato  down  to  thefe,  a 
Suicide  has  always  been  compared  to  a  foldier  on 
guard  deferting  his  poft  ;  but  I  fiiould  rather  con- 
fider  a  fet  of  thefe  defperate  men,  who  rufh  on 
certain  death,  as  a  body  of  troops  fent  out  on  the 
Forlorn  Hope.  This  falfe  courage,  however  no- 
ble it  may  appear  to  the  defperate  and  abandoned, 
in  reality  amounts  to  no  more  than  the  refolution 
of  the  highwayman,  who  (hoots  himfelf  with  his 
own  piftol,  when  he  finds  it  impoflible  to  avoid 

being 
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being  taken.  All  pra&icable  means  therefore, 
fliould  be  devifed  to  extirpate  fuch  abfurd  bravery, 
and  to  make  it  appear  every  way  horrible,  odious, 
contemptible,  and  ridiculous.  Every  man  in  his 
fober  fenfes  muft  wifli,  that  the  moft  fevere  laws 
that  could  poflibly  be  contrived  were  enacted 
againit  Suicides.  This  (hocking  bravado  never 
did  (and  I  am  confident  never  will)  prevail  among 
the  more  delicate  and  tender  fex  in  our  own  na- 
tion :  though  hiftory  informs  us,  that  the  Roman 
ladies  were  once  fo  infatuated  as  to  throw  off  the 
foftnefs  of  their  nature,  and  commit  violence  on 
themfelves,  'till  the  madnefs  was  curbed,  by  ex- 
pofing  their  naked  bodies  in  the  public  (heels. 
This,  I  think,  would  afrbrd  an  hint  for  fixing  the 
like  marks  of  ignominy  on  our  Male-  Suicides ;  and 
I  would  have  every  lower  wretch  of  this  fort  dragged 
at  the  cart's  tail,  and  afterwards  hung  in  chains 
at  his  own  door,  or  have  his  quarters  put  up 
in  terrorem  in  the  moft  public  places,  as  a  rebel  to 
his  Maker.  But  that  the  Suicide  of  quality  might 
be  treated  with  more  refpect,  he  fliould  be  in- 
dulged in  having  his  wounded  corpfe  and  fhattered 
brains  lay  (as  it  were)  in  ftate  for  fome  days  j  of 
which  dreadful  fpeclacle  we  may  conceive  the 
horror  from  the  following  picture  drawn  \>yDrydeny 
in  one  of  his  Fables. 
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The  SLAYER   OF  HIMSELF  too  faw  I  there: 
The  gore  congeal* d  was  clotted  in  his  hair : 
With  eyes  half  closd^  and  mouth  wide  ope  he  lay, 
And  grim  as  when  he  breath*  d  his  fullen  foul  away. 

The  common  murderer  has  his  fkeleton  pre- 
ferred at  Surgeon 's-Hal/,  in  order  to  deter  others 
from  being  guilty  of  the  fame  crime  ;  and  I  think 
it  would  not  be  improper  to  have  a  charnel-houfe 
fet  apart  to  receive  the  bones  of  thefe  more  un- 
natural Self-Murderers,  in  which  monuments 
fhould  be  erected,  giving  an  account  of  their 
deaths,  and  adorned  with  the  glorious  enfigns 
of  their  raftinefs,  the  rope,  the  knife,  the  fword, 
or  the  piftol. 

FROM  reading  the  public  prints  a  foreigner 
might  be  naturally  led  to  imagine,  that  we  are  the 
moft  lunatic  people  in  the  whole  world.  Almoft 
every  day  informs  us,  that  the  coroner's  inqueft 
has  fat  on  the  body  of  fome  miferable  Suicide,  and 
brought  in  their  verdict  Lunacy ;  but  it  is  very 
well  known,  that  the  inquiry  has  not  been  made 
into  the  ftate  of  mind  of  the  deceafed,  but 
into  his  fortune  and  family.  The  law  has  indeed 
provided,  that  the  deliberate  Self-Murderer  fhould 
be  treated  like  a  brute,  and  denied  the  rites  of 
burial :  but  among  hundreds  of  Lunatics  by  purchafe, 

I  never 
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I  never  knew  this  fentence  executed  but  on  one 
poor  cobler,  who  hanged  himfelf  in  his  own  ftall. 
A  pennylefs  poor  wretch,  who  has  not  left  enough 
to  defray  the  funeral  charges,  may  perhaps  be 
excluded  the  church  yard  ;  but  Self-Murder  by  a 
piftol  genteely  mounted,  or  the  P^m-hilted-fword, 
qualifies  the  polite  owner  for  a  fudden  death, 
and  entitles  him  to  a  pompous  burial,  and 
a  monument  fetting  forth  his  virtues,  in 
WeJlmlnJler-Abbey. 

THE  caufe  of  thefe  frequent  Self-Murders 
among  us  has  been  generally  imputed  to  the  pe- 
culiar temperature  of  our  climate.  Thus  a  dull 
day  is  looked  upon  as  a  natural  order  of  execu- 
tion j  and  Englijhmen  muft  neceflarily  fhoot,  hang, 
and  drown  themfelves  in  November.  That  our 
fpirits  are  in  fome  meafure  influenced  by  the  air, 
cannot  be  denied  ;  but  we  are  not  fuch  mere 
Barometers,  as  to  be  driven  to  defpair  and  death 
by  the  fmall  degree  of  gloom,  that  our  winter 
brings  with  it.  If  we  have  not  fo  much  fun- 
fhine  as  fome  countries  in  the  world,  we  have 
infinitely  more  than  many  others ;  and  I  do  not 
hear,  that  men  difpatch  themfelves  by  dozens  in 
Rttjjia  or  Sweden,  or  that  they  are  unable  to  keep 
up  their  fpirits  even  in  the  total  darknefs  of 
Greenland.  Our  climate  exempts  us  from  many 

difeafes 


ii6      rht   CONNOISSEUR.    N8.  50. 

difeafes,  to  which  other  more  fouthern  nations  are 
naturally  fubjedt ;  and  I  can  never  be  perfuaded, 
that  being  born  near  the  North-pole  is  a  phyfical 
caufe  for  Self-Murder. 

DESPAIR,  indeed,  is  the  natural  caufe  of 
thefe  (hocking  actions  ;  but  this  is  commonly 
defpair  brought  on  by  wilful  extravagance  and 
debauchery.  Thefe  firft  involve  men  in  diffi- 
culties, and  then  death  at  once  delivers  them 
of  their  lives  and  their  cares.  For  my  part,  when 
I  fee  a  young  profligate  wantonly  fquandering  his 
fortune  in  bagnios  or  at  the  gaming-table,  I  can- 
not help  looking  on  him  as  haftening  his  own 
death,  and  in  a  manner  digging  his  own  grave. 
As  he  is  at  laft  induced  to  kill  himfelf  by  motives 
arifing  from  his  vices,  I  confider  him  as  dying  of 
ipme  difeafe,  which  thofe  vices  naturally  produce. 
If  his  extravagance  has  been  chiefly  in  luxurious 
eating  and  drinking,  I  imagine  him  poifoned  by 
his  wines,  or  furfeited  by  a  favourite  dim  ;  and 
if  he  has  thrown  away  his  eftate  in  bawdy- 
houfes,  I  conclude  him  deftroyed  by  rottennefs 
and  filthy  difeafes. 

ANOTHER  real  and  principal  caufe  of  the  fre- 
quency of  Suicide  is  the  noble  fpirit  of  Free- 
thinking,  which  has  diffufed  itfelf  among  all  ranks 

of 
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of  people.  The  libertine  of  fafhion  has  too  re- 
fined a  tafte  to  trouble  himfelf  at  all  about  a  foul  or 
an  hereafter  :  but  the  vulgar  infidel  is  at  wonderful 
pains  to  get  rid  of  his  bible,  and  labours  to  per- 
fuade  himfelf  out  of  his  religion.  For  this  pur- 
pofe  he  attends  conftantly  at  the  Difputant  So- 
cieties, where  he  hears  a  great  deal  about  free- 
will, free-agency,  and  predeftination,  'till  at 
length  he  is  convinced,  that  man  is  at  liberty  to 
do  as  he  pleafes,  lays  his  misfortunes  to  the 
charge  of  Providence,  and  comforts  himfelf  that 
he  was  inevitably  deftined  to  be  tyed  up  in  his 
own  garters.  The  courage  of  thefe  heroes  pro- 
ceeds from  the  fame  principles,  whether  they  fall 
by  their  own  hands,  or  thofe  of  'Jack  Ketch  : 
The  Suicide  of  whatever  rank  looks  death  in  the 
face  without  flirinking ;  as  the  gallant  rogue 
affe&s  an  eafy  unconcern  under  Tyburn^  throws 
away  the  pfalm-book,  bids  the  cart  drive  off  with 
an  oath,  and  fwings  like  a  gentleman. 

IF  this  madnefs  fhould  continue  to  grow  more 
and  more  epidemical,  it  will  be  expedient  to  have 
a  Bill  of  Suicide,  diftindl  from  the  common  Bill 
of  Mortality,  brought  in  yearly  j  in  which  fhould 
be  fet  down  the  number  of  Suicides,  their  me- 
thods of  deftroying  themfelves,  and  the  likely 
caufes  of  their  doing  fo.  In  this,  I  believe,  we 

fhould 
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fhould  find  but  few  martyrs  to  the  weather ;  but 
their  deaths  would  commonly  be  imputed  to  de- 
fpair,  produced  by  fome  caufes  fimilar  to  the 
following.  In  the  little  {ketch  of  a  Bill  of  Suicide 
underneath,  I  have  left  blanks  for  the  date  of  the 
year,  as  well  as  for  the  number  of  Self- Murderers, 
their  manner  of  dying,  &c.  which  would  naturally 
be  filled  up  by  the  proper  perfons,  if  ever  this 
fcheme  fhould  be  put  in  execution. 

A  Bill  of  SUICIDE  for  the  Tear  

Of  Newmarket  Race*  —  —  *  Of  a  Tour  through  France 

Of  Kept  Miftrefles  —  . ! )  and  Italy  —  — .  —  — 

Of  Electioneering JJ  Of  Lord  Bolingbroke  —  — 

Of  Lotteries — ^  Of  the  Robin  Hood  Society 

Of  French  Claret,  French  Lace,   t>  Of  an  Equipage   —    —    — « 

French  Cooks,  and  French  J  *  Of  a  Dog-Kennel — 

Difeafe > —  —  J  >  Of  Covent-Garden — < 

Of  WHITE'S «>  Of  Plays,  Operas,  Concerts, 

Of  Chinefe  Temples,  &c. — • —  <*  Mafquerades,     Routs, 

Of  a  Country  Seat — . 4j  Drums,   &c. 

OfaTownHoufe *  Of  keeping    the   beft  Com- 

Of  Fortune  Hunting ^  pany  __  —  _  —  — 

w 
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NUMB.  LI.    Thurfday,  January  16,  1755. 

Adde  quod  abfumunt  vires,  pereuntque  labore  : 
Adde  quod  alterius  fub  nutu  degitur  aetas. 
Labitur  interea  res,  et  vadimonia  fiunt, 
Languent  officia,  atque  aegrotat  fama  vacillans. 

LUCRET. 

JVhen  haughty  mi/lrejjes  our  fouls  enthrall, 
They  wajle  our  Jirength,  our  for  tune  ^  fame,  and  all: 
Mortgage  on  mortgage  loads  the  bankrupt  cully 
Who  gives  up  wealth  and  honour  for  a  trull. 

SINCE  pleafure  is  almoft  the  only  perfuit  of 
a  Fine  Gentleman,  it  is  very  neceflary,  for  the 
maintaining  his  confequence  and  character,  that 
he  fliould  have  a  Girl  in  Keeping.  Intriguing 
with  women  of  fafhion,  and  debauching  tradef- 
men's  daughters,  naturally  happen  in  the  com- 
mon courfe  of  gallantry  j  but  this  convenient 
female,  to  fill  up  the  intervals  of  bufinefs,  is  the 
principal  mark  of  his  fuperior  tafte  and  quality. 
Every  priggifli  clerk  to  an  attorney,  or  pert  ap- 
prentice, can  throw  away  his  occafional  guinea 
in  Covent-Garden  ;  but  the  fhortnefs  of  their 
finances  will  not  permit  them  to  perfevcre  in  de- 
bauchery with  the  air  and  fpirit  of  a  man  of 

quality, 
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quality.  The  Kept  Miftrefs,  which  thofe  half- 
reprobates  dare  not  think  of,  is  a  conftant  part  of 
the  retinue  of  a  complete  Fine  Gentleman  j  and 
is,  indeed,  as  indifpenfable  a  part  of  his  equi- 
page, as  a  French  Valet  de  chambre,  or  a  four- 
wheeled  poft-chaife. 

IT  was  formerly  the  famion  among  the  ladies 
to  keep  a  monkey  :  At  that  time  every  woman 
of  quality  thought  herfelf  obliged  to  follow  the 
mode  ;  and  even  the  merchants  wives  in  the  city 
had  their  fafhionable  pugs,  to  play  tricks  and 
break  china.  A  Girl  in  Keeping  is  as  difagree- 
able  to  fome  of  our  men  of  pleafure^  as  pug  was 
to  fome  ladies ;  but  they  muft  have  one  to  fpend 
money  and  do  mifchief,  that  they  may  be 
reckoned  young  fellows  of  fpirit.  Hence  it  hap- 
pens, that  many  gentlemen  maintain  girls,  who 
in  facl:  are  little  more  than  their  nominal  mif- 
trefles  j  for  they  fee  them  as  feldom,  and  behave 
to  them  with  as  much  indifference,  as  if  they 
were  their  wives  :  however,  as  the  woman  in  a 
manner  bears  their  name,  and  is  maintained  by 
them,  they  may  appear  in  the  world  with  the 
genteel  character  of  a  Keeper.  I  have  known 
feveral  gentlemen  take  great  pains  to  heighten 
their  reputation  in  this  way  ;  and  turn  off  a  firft 
miftrefs,  merely  becaufe  fhe  was  not  fufficiently 

known. 
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known,  for  the  fake  of  a  celebrated  woman  of 
the  town,  a  dancer,  or  an  aftrefs  :  and  it  is  al- 
ways the  firft  ftep  of  an  Englijhman  of  faftiion 
after  his  arrival  at  Paris,  to  take  one  of  the 
Filles  d'Opera  under  his  protection.  It  was  but 
the  other  day,  that  Florio  went  abroad,  and  left 
his  girl  to  roll  about  the  town  in  a  chariot,  with 
an  unlimited  order  on  his  banker  j  and  almoft 
as  foon  as  he  got  to  France,  took  a  fmart  girl  off 
the  ftage,  to  make  as  genteel  a  figure  at  Paris. 
In  fhort,  as  a  gentleman  keeps  running  horfes, 
goes  to  White's,  and  gets  into  parliament,  for 
the  name  of  the  thing ;  fo  muft  he  likewife  have 
his  Kept  Miftrefs.  becaufe  it  is  the  fafhion  :  and 
I  was  mightily  pleafed  with  hearing  a  gentleman 
once  boaft,  that  he  lived  like  a  man  of  quality — 
"  For,  fays  he,  I  have  a  poft-chaife,  and  never 
"  ride  in  it ;  I  have  a  wife,  and  never  fee  her  j 
"  and  I  keep  a  miftrefs,  and  never  lie  with  her." 

BUT  if  thefe  fort  of  Keepers,  who  never  care 
a  farthing  for  their  miftrefles,  are  to  be  laughed 
at,  thofe  who  are  really  fond  of  their  Dulcineas 
are  to  be  pitied.  The  moft  hen-pecked  hufband, 
that  ever  bore  the  grievous  yoke  of  a  flirew,  is 
not  half  fo  miferable,  as  a  man  who  is  fubjecl:  to 
the  humours  and  unaccountable  caprice  cf  a 
cunning  flut,  who  finds  him  in  her  power.  Her 
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behaviour  will  continually  give  him  new  occa- 
fion  of  jealoufyj  and  perhaps  (he  will  really 
difpenfe  her  favours  to  every  rake  in  town,  that 
will  bid  up  to  her  price.  She  will  fmile,  when 
fhe  wants  money  ;  be  infolent,  when  fhe  does 
not ;  and,  in  fliort,  leave  no  artifice  untried,  to 
plague  his  heart,  and  drain  his  pocket. 

A  FRIEND  of  mine  ufed  conftantly  to  rail  at  the 
flavifh  condition  of  married  men,  and  the  tyranny 
of  petticoat  government :  he  therefore  prudently 
refolved  to  live  an  uncontrouled  batchelor,  and  for 
that  reafon  pitched  upon  a  country  girl,  who  fhould 
ferve  him  as  an  handmaid.  Determining  to  keep 
her  in  a  very  fnug  and  retired  manner,  he  had 
even  calculated,  how  much  (he  would  fave  him 
in  curtailing  his  ordinary  expences  at  taverns  and 
bagnios  :  but  this  fcheme  of  ccconomy  did  not 
laft  long;  for  the  artful  jade  foon  contrived  "  to 
"  wind  her  clofe  into  his  eafy  heart,"  and  in- 
veigled him  to  maintain  her  in  all  the  fplendor 
and  eclat  of  a  firft-rate  lady  of  pleafure.  He  at 
£rft  treated  her  with  all  the  indifference  of  a  fa- 
fhionable  hufband  :  but  as  foon  as  fhe  found  her- 
felf  to  be  entire  miftrefs  of  his  affections,  it  is 
furprifmg  to  think  what  pains  fhe  took,  to  bring 
him  to  the  moft  abje£t  compliance  with  all  her 
whimfies,  arid  to  tame  him  to  the  patient  thing 

he 
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he  now  is.  A  frown  on  his  part  would  frequently 
coft  him  a  brocade,  and  a  tear  from  her  was  fure 
to  extort  a  new  handkerchief  or  an  apron.  Upon 

any  flight  quarrel •  O  fhe  would  leave  him 

that  moment ; and  though  the  baggage  had 

more  cunning  than  to  hazard  an  intrigue  with 
any  one  elfe,  fhe  would  work  upon  his  jealoufy 
by  continually  twitting  him  with  —  She  knew  a 
gentleman,  who  would  fcorn  to  ufe  her  fo  bar- 
baroufly,  —  and  fhe 'would  go  to  him,  —  if  fhe 

could  be  fure  fhe  was  not  with  child. This 

laft  circumftance  was  a  coup  de  referve^  which 
never  failed  to  bring  about  a  reconciliation : 
nay,  I  have  known  her  make  great  ufe  of  breed- 
ing qualms  upon  occafion  ;  and  things  were  once 
come  to  fuch  an  extremity,  that  fhe  was  even 
forced  to  have  recourfe  to  a  fham  mifcarriage  to 
prevent  their  feparation.  He  has  often  been  heard 
to  declare,  that  if  ever  he  had  a  child  by  her,  it 
fhould  take  it's  chance  at  the  Foundling- HofpitaL 
He  had  lately  an  opportunity  of  putting  this  to  a 
trial :  but  the  bare  hinting  fuch  a  barbarous  de- 
fign  threw  the  lady  into  hyfterics.  However, 
he  was  determined,  that  the  babe,,  as  foon  as  it 
was  born,  fhould  be  put  out  to  nurfe, — he  hated 
the  fquall  of  children.  Well!  madam  was 
brought  to  bed ;  fhe  could  not  bear  the  dear  in- 
fant out  of  her  fight ;  and  it  would  kill  her  not 
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to  fuckle  it  herfelf.  The  father  was  therefore 
obliged  to  comply ;  and  an  acquaintance  caught 
him  the  other  morning,  ftirring  the  pap,  holding 
the  clouts  before  the  fire,  and  (in  a  word)  dwin- 
dled into  a  mere  nurfe. 

SUCH  is  the  transformation  of  this  Kind  Keeper  ^ 
whofe  character  is  frill  more  ridiculous  than  that 
of  a  Fondkw'ife  among  hufbands.  The  amours, 
indeed,  of  thefe  fond  fouls  commonly  end  one  of 
thefe  two  ways :  they  either  find  themfelves  deferted 
by  their  miftrefs,  when  (he  has  effectually  ruined 
their  conftitution  and  eflate ;  or  after  as  many 
years  cohabitation,  as  would  have  tired  them  of  a 
wife,  they  grow  fo  doatingly  fond  of  their  whore, 
that  by  marriage  they  make  her  an  honeft  woman, 
and  perhaps  a  lady  of  quality. 

BUT  the  moft  unpardonable  fort  of  Keepers  are 
Married  Men,  and  Old  Men.  I  will  give  the 
reader  a  fhort  fketch  of  each  of  thefe  characters, 
and  leave  him  to  judge  for  himfelf. 

CYNTHIO  about  two  years  ago  was  married  to 
Clarhula,  one  of  the  fined  women  in  the  world. 
Her  temper  and  difpofition  was  as  agreeable  as 
her  perfon,  and  her  chief  endeavour  was  to  pleafe 
her  hulband.  But  Cynthia's  folly  and  vanity  foon 

got 
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got  the  better  of  his  conftancy  and  gratitude ;  and 
it  was  not  fix  months  after  his  marriage,  before 
he  took  a  girl  he  was  formerly  acquainted  with 
into  keeping.  His  dear  Polly  ufes  him  like  a  dog  ; 
and  he  is  cruel  enough  to  revenge  the  ill-treatment 
he  receives  from  her  upon  his  wife.  He  feldcm 
vifits  her,  but  when  his  wench  has  put  him  out 
of  humour ;  and  once,  though  indeed  unknow- 
ingly, communicated  to  her  a  filthy  difeafe,  for 
which  he  was  obliged  to  his  miftrefs.  Yet  i% 
he  dill  fo  infatuated  as  to  doat  on  this  vile  hufiy, 
and  wiihes  it  in  his  power  to  annul  his  marriage, 
and  legitimate  his  baftards  by  Polly.  Though  it 
is  palpable  to  every  one  but  Cynthia,  that  Polly  has 
no  attraction  but  the  name  of  Miftrefs,  and  Clarinda 
no  fault  but  being  his  Wife. 

SIR  Thrifty  Gripe  is  arrived  at  his  grand  cli- 
ma&eric,  and  has  juft  taken  a  girl  into  keeping. 
'Till  very  lately  the  multiplication-table  was  his 
rule  of  life,  and  "  a  penny  faved  is  a  penny  got" 
was  his  favourite  maxim.  But  he  has  fuddenly 
deferted  Wmgate  for  Rocheftery  and  the  'Change 
for  Cavent-Garden.  Here  he  met  with  the 
buxom  Charlotte^  who  at  once  opened  his  heart 
and  his  purfe,  and  foon  began  to  fcatter  his 
guineas  in  paying  her  debts,  and  fupplying  her 
frefh  expences.  Her  equipage  is  as  genteel  and 
G  3  elegant 
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elegant  as  that  of  a  duchefs  ;  and  the  wife  men 
in  the  Alley  fhake  their  heads  at  Sir  Thrifty  as  the 
greateft  fpendthrift  in  town.  Sir  Thrifty  was  for- 
merly married  to  a  merchant's  daughter,  who 
brought  him  a  fortune  of  20,000 1.  but  after  fhe 
had  two  fons  by  him,  he  fent  her  into  the  North 
of-  Wales  to  live  cheap,  and  prevent  the  probable 
expence  of  more  children.  His  fons  were  ob- 
liged to  an  uncle  for  education  j  and  Sir  Thrifty 
now  fcarce  allows  them  enough  to  fupport  them. 
His  miftrefs  and  he  almoft  always  appear  together 
at  public  places,  where  (he  conftantly  makes  a  jeft 
of  him,  while  the  old  dotard  dangles  at  her  elbow, 
like  January  by  the  fide  of  May.  Thus  Sir  Thrifty 
lives,  curfed  by  his  own  fons,  jilted  by  his  miftrefs, 
and  laughed  at  by  the  reft  of  the  world. 

IT  is  very  diverting  to  obferve  the  fhifts,  to 
which  perfons  in  middling  or  low  life  are  re- 
duced, in  order  to  bear  this  new  incumbrance, 
with  which  they  fometimes  chufe  to  load  them- 
felves.  The  extravagance  of  a  girl  has  put  many 
a  clerk  on  defrauding  his  mafter,  fent  many  a 
diftrefled  gentleman's  watch  to  the  pawnbroker's, 
and  his  cloaths  to  Monmoutb-Street,  as  well  as 
the  poor  gentleman  himfelf  to  the  gaming-table, 
or  perhaps  to  Hounjlow- Heath.  I  know  a  templar, 
who  always  keeps  a  girl  for  the  firft  month  after 

he 
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he  receives  his  allowance  ;»at  the  end  of  which 
his  poverty  obliges  him  to  difcard  her,  and  live 
on  mutton-chops  and  porter  for  the  reft  of  the 
quarter :  and  it  was  but  lately,  that  my  mercer 
difcovered  his  apprentice,  to  be  concerned  with 
two  others  in  an  aflbciation,  for  maintaining  one 
trull  common  to  the  whole  three. 

THIS  review  of  one  of  the  chief  fources  of 
extravagance,  in  the  higher  and  middling  walks 
of  life,  will  help  us  to  account  for  the  frequent 
mortgages  and  diftrefTes  in  families  of  fafhion,  and 
the  numerous  bankruptcies  in  trade.  Here  alfo  I 
cannot  help  obferving,  that  in  this  cafe,  the  mif- 
behaviour  of  the  women  is,  in  a  ereat  meafure, 
to  be  charged  to  the  men  :  for  how  can  it  be  ex- 
peeled,  that  a  lady  (hould  take  any  pleafure  in 
difcharging  the  domeflic  duties  of  a  wife,  when 
(he  fees  her  hufband's  affeclions  placed  abroad  ? 
Nothing,  indeed,  can  be  advanced  in  vindication 
of  loofe  conduct  in  the  fair  fcx  ;  but  confidering 
our  modern  morals,  it  is  furely  not  much  to  be 
wondered  at,  when  the  hufband  openly  affronts 
his  family  by  keeping  a  wench,  if  the  wife  alfo 
takes  care  to  provide  herfelf  a  gallant. 


G  4  NUMB. 
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NUMB.  LII.   Tlmrfday^  'January  23,   1/55. 


Quern  fi  puellarum  infereres  choro, 
Mire  fagaces  fallaret  hofpites 

Difcrimen  obfcurum,  folutis 

Crinibus,  ambiguoque  vultu.  HOR. 

In  form  fo  delicate  ',  Jo  foft  bis  Jkin9 
So  fair  in  feature^  and  fa  ftnooth  his  chin^ 
£)uite  to  unman  him  nothing  wants  but  this  ; 
Put  him  in  coats,  and  hes  a  very 


---  Non  ilia  collo  calathifve  Minervae 
Fzemineas  affueta  man  us.  -- 

VIRG. 

See  the  She-Rake  her  fofter  fex  difown  : 
The  breeches  more  become  her  than  the  gown. 

I  A  M  perfuaded,  that  my  readers  will  agree 
with  me  in  thinking,  that  the  writers  of  the 
following  letters  ought  to  change  cloaths  -y  ilnce, 
as  the  cafe  ftands  at  prefent,  the  one  feems  to  be  a 
Pretty  Mifs  in  breeches,  and  the  other  a  Blood 
in  petticoats. 


To 
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To     Mr.     TOWN. 

S  IR, 

ROCKS,    defarts,  wilds,  waftes,   favages, 
and  barbarians,  make  up  the  fum  total  of 
the  odious  country.     I  am  juft  returned  from  a 
vifit  there ;    and  would  not  pafs  another  three 
weeks  in  the  fame  way  to  be  lord  of  the  manor. 

HAVING  received  frequent  invitations  from 
Sir  Sampfon  Five-ban^  and  having  heard  much  of 
the  beauty  of  his  three  fitters,  in  an  evil  hour  I 
took  a  refolution  to  facrifice  this  Chrifimas  to  him 
at  his  feat  in  Wiltshire.  I  flattered  myfelf  with  the 
hopes,  that  the  novelty  and  oddncfs  of  the  fcene 
would  ferve  me  at  leaft  to  laugh  at  j  and  that  if 
the  ruftics  were  not  mere  flocks  and  ftones,  my 
cloaths  and  difcourfe  would  have  taught  them  to 
talk  and  drefs  like  human  creatures.  Need  I  tell 
you,  that  I  was  difappointed  ?  Sir  Sampfon  is  what 
the  country  people  call  an  hearty  man :  He  has 
the  fhape  and  conftitution  of  a  porter,  and  is 
fturdy  enough  to  encounter  Brcugbton  without 
mufflers  ;  "  when  he  fpeaks,  thunder  breaks ;" 
he  hunts  almoft  every  morning,  and  takes  a  toaft 
and  tankard  for  his  breakfaft.  You  may  eafily 
imagine,  that  what  was  pleafure  to  him  muft  be 
G  5  torture 
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torture  to  me ;  and,  indeed,  I  would  as  foon 
draw  in  a  mill,  or  carry  a  chair  for  my  diverfion, 
as  follow  any  of  their  horrid  country  amufe- 
ments.  But  Sir  Sampfon^  out  of  his  abundant 
good-nature,  infifted  on  lending  me  a  gun,  and 
{hewing  me  a  day's  fport  of  {hooting.  For  this 
purpofe  he  loaded  me  with  an  huge  gun,  threw 
a  bag  and  pouch  acrofs  my  fhoulders,  and  made 
me  look  for  all  the  world  like  Robinfon  Crufoe  ! 
After  I  had  followed  him,  through  woods,  and 
thickets,  and  briars,  and  brambles,  a  fervanr, 
who  was  with  us,  hollowed  out,  Mark!  when 
the  baronet's  gun  went  off  fo  fuddenly,  that  it 
threw  me  into  a  fwoon  ;  and  at  laft  I  could 
hardly  be  convinced,  that  Sir  Samp/on  had  {hot 
nothing  but  a  woodcock 

AFTER  this  you  will  conclude,  that  I  was  not 
to  be  prevailed  on  to  hunt.  Once,  indeed,  Mifs 
Fanny  did  tempt  me  to  accompany  her  on  a 
morning-ride  ;  but  even  of  this  I  heartily  re- 
pented. Mifs  Fanny,  I  found,  valued  neither 
hedge  nor  ditch,  has  the  ftrength  of  a  chair- 
woman, and  in  {hort  is  more  like  Trulla  in 
Hudibras,  or  Boadicea  in  the  play,  than  a  wcman 
of  falhion.  Unluckily  too,  the  horfe  I  rode  was 
ikittifh  and  unruly ;  fo  that  while  I  was  fcamper- 
ing  after  Mifs  Pamy,  a  fudden  ftart  brought  me 

to 
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to  the  ground.  I  received  no  hurt,  but  the  fall 
fo  fluttered  my  fpirits,  that  Mifs  Fanny  was  ob- 
liged to  take  me  up  behind  her.  When  we  ar- 
rived at  the  houfe,  I  was  in  the  utmoft  confufion  ; 
for  the  booby  fervants  flood  gaping  and  grinning 
at  my  diftrefs,  and  Sir  Sampfon  himfelf  told  me, 
with  a  laugh  as  horrible  as  Caliban 's,  that  he 
would  lend  me  one  of  his  maids,  to  carry  me  out 
an  airing  every  morning. 

BESIDES  thefe  and  fifty  other  mortifications, 
I  could  fcarce  get  any  reft  during  the  whole  time 
I  remained  there  :  every  other  morning  I  was 
conftantly  waked  by  the  hungry  knight,  juft  re- 
turned from  the  chace  and  bawling  for  dinner. 
My  breakfaft  was  what  they  called  their  after- 
noon tea,  at  which  I  always  affifted  the  ladies  j 
for  I  fhould  infallibly  have  perifhed,  had  I  ftaid  in 
the  hall,  amidft  the  jargon  of  toafts  and  the  fumes 
of  tobacco.  I  thought,  indeed,  my  time  might 
be  much  more  agreeably  employed  in  the  par- 
lour ;  but  even  here  my  difappointment  was 
grievous  paft  expreffion.  Thefe  fair  ones,  for 
fuch  they  were,  were  hale  indeed  and  ruddy  j 
and  having  been  always  cooped  up,  like  turkeys 
in  a  pen,  were  really  no  better  than  belles  fauvages, 
being  totally  ignorant  of  the  genteel  airs  and 
languishing  delicate/e  of  women  of  fafhion. 
G  6  Their 
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Their  cloaths  were  huddled  on  merely  with  a 
view  to  cover  their  nakednefs ;  and  they  had  no 
notion,  that  their  eyes  were  given  them  for  any 
other  purpofe  than  to  fee,  and  (what  is  more 
ftrange)  to  read,  forfooth  !  For  my  part,  Mr. 
TOWN,  unlefs  a  woman  can  ufe  her  eyes  to 
more  advantage,  I  fhould  as  foon  fall  in  love 
with  my  lap-dog  or  my  monkey  ;  and  what  con- 
ftitutes  the  difference  between  a  lady  and  her 
cookmaid,  but  her  tafte  in  drefs  ?  Mobs  and 
handkerchiefs  anlvver  the  end  of  covering,  but 
the  main  purpofe  of  drefs  is  to  reveal.  I  really 
almoft  begin  to  think,  that  thefe  aukward  crea- 
tures were  fo  ftupid  and  unaccountable,  as  to 
have  no  defign  upon  me.  To  complete  the 
oddity  of  their  characters,  thefe  girls  are  con- 
ftant  at  church,  but  never  dreamed  of  promoting 
an  intrigue  there  \  employ  their  whole  time 
there  in  praying,  never  heard  of  fuch  things  as 
cut  fans,  and  are  fo  attentive  to  the  queer  old 
put  of  a  preacher,  that  they  fcarce  look  or  liften 
to 'any  one  elfe.  After  fervice  too  the  doctor  is 
always  taken  home  to  dinner,  and  is  as  con- 
ftant  at  table  on  Sunday  as  a  roaft  furloin  aod  a 
plumb-pudding. 

BUT  even  with  thefe  unaccountable  females, 
I  thought  I  could  have  puffed  my  evenings  tole- 
rably, 
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rably,  if  I  could  have  got  them  to  cards,  which- 
have  the  charming  faculty  of  rendering  all  wo- 
men equally  agreeable.  But  thefe,  I  found,  they 
were  almoft  wholly  unaccuftomed  to.  I  once,  in- 
deed, heard  the  dear  cards  mentioned,  and  was  in 
hopes  of  fomething  like  an  aflembly.  But  what 
was  my  mortification !  when,  inftead  of  feeing 
half  a  dozen  card-tables,  &c.  fet  out,  and  whift, 
brag,  or  lanfquenet  going  forward,  I  faw  thefe 
ftrange  women  place  themfelves  at  an  huge  round 
table,  with  country  girls  and  cherry-cheeked 
bumkins,  to  play,  according  to  annual  Ckriflmas 
cuftom,  at  Pope  Joan  and  Snip-fnap-fnorum. 

IT  would  be  endlefs  to  recount  the  miferies  I 
fuffered  in  thofe  three  weeks.  Even  the  necefla- 
ries  of  life  were  denied  me ;  and  I  could  fcarce 
have  been  more  at  a  lofs  among  the  Hottentcts. 
Would  you  thit.k  it,  Sir  ?  though  this  houfe  had 
a  family  in  it,  and  a  family  of  females  too,  not 
a  drop  of  Benjamin-wafh,  nor  a  duft  of  almond- 
powder  could  be  procured  there,  nor  indeed  in 
all  the  parifli  ;  and  I  was  forced  to  fcrub  my 
hands  with  filthy  wafh-ball,  which  fo  ruined 
their  complexion,  that  laying  in  dog-fkin  gloves 
will  not  recover  them  this  fortnight.  Add  to 
this,  that  I  never  could  drefs  for  want  of  pomatum, 
fo  that  my  hair  was  always  in  dijheville j  and  I 

am 
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am  fure,  I  fhould  not  have  been  known  at  the 
Dilettanti.  At  length,  Sir,  my  fnuff  and  falts 
were  pretty  nigh  exhaufted  :  and  to  add  to  my 
diftrefs,  I  loft  my  fnuff-box.  Thefe  lofles  were 
irreparable  there }  not  all  the  country  afforded  fuch 
fnuff  and  fails  as  mine  ;  I  could  as  foon  live  with- 
out food  as  without  either  j  and  not  a  box  could 
I  touch  but  one  of  Deard's,  and  of  my  own 
chufing.  So  I  hurried  up  co  town ;  and  being 
juft  recovered  from  the  fatigue  of  my  journey  I 
fend  you  this,  in  hopes  that  my  woeful  experi- 
ence will  deter  all  my  friends,  from  following 
a  chace  as  mad  and  hair-brained  as  any  of  Sir 
Sampfon's  ;  fince  it  is  impoffible  to  exift  a  day 
there  with  tolerable  eafe,  and  neither  wit  nor 
beauty  are  worth  one  pinch,  unlefs  they  are  im- 
proved by  a  Town  Education. 

I    am,    SIR, 

Your  very  humble  fervant, 

DILLY  DIMPLE. 

MY  other  correfpondent,  by  the  familiarity  of 
her  addrefs,  muft,  I  am  fure,  be  a  Woman  of 
Fajbion* 

DEAR 
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DEAR   TOWN  ! 

DT  D  I  know  your  chriftian  name  I  would 
call  you  by  it,  to  fhew  you  at  firft  fetting 
out,  that  I  know  the  world,  and  was  born  and 
bred  in  high  life. 

THE  defign  of  this  epiftle  is  to  exprefs  to  you 
the  uneafmefs,  that  fome  of  us  women  of  fpirit 
feel  at  being  incumbered  with  petticoats  ;  and  to 
convince  you,  by  our  way  of  life,  that  had  we 
been  men,  we  fhould  have  been  Bucks  of  the 
firft  head.  Be  aflured,  however,  that  fuch  of 
us  as  are  unmarried  are  ftri&ly  virtuous.  We 
have,  indeed,  been  accufed  of  copying  the  drefs 
of  the  nymphs  of  Drury.  And  can  any  thing  be 
invented  more  becoming  ?  Fanny,  it  muft  be 
owned,  has  Tafte.  What  fo  fmart  as  a  cocked 
hat  ?  And  who  but  fees  the  advantages  of  fliort 
petticoats,  unlefs  it  be  fome  fquire's  aukward 
daughter,  who  never  yet  heard  of  a  Poloneze^ 
and  never  accidentally  fhews  her  leg  without 
blufhing  ? 

IT  is  true,  this  fimilitude  in  drefs  now  and 
then  occafions  fome  droll  miftakes.  In  the  park 
the  joke  has  been  fometimes  carried  fo  far,  I 
have  been  obliged  to  call  the  fentry:  and  how 
did  a  young  Templar  ftart  and  ftare,  when 

having 
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having  juft  made  an  appointment  with  him,  he  faw 
me  ftep  into  a  chair  adorned  with  coronets  ! 

I  F  you  frequent  Ranelagh^  you  muft  un- 
doubtedly have  feen  or  heard  me  there.  I  am 
always  furrounded  with  a  croud  of  fellows  ;  and 
my  voice  and  laugh  is  fure  to  be  the  loudeft, 
efpecially  while  Beard  is  finging.  One  is  my 
dear  lord,  another  my  fweet  colonel  ;  and  the 
reft  I  call  Tom^  or  Dick,  or  Harry^  as  I  would 
their  footmen.  At  the  play  I  always  enter  in 
the  firft  a£t.  All  the  eyes  of  the  houfe  are  turned 
upon  me.  I  am  quite  compofed.  Before  I  am 
fettled,  the  act  is  over ;  and  to  fome  I  nod  or 
curtfy,  with  others  I  talk  and  laugh,  'till  the 
curtain  falls. 

WHAT  would  I  give  to  change  my  fex  ! 
Entre  nous^  I  have  a  ftrong  inclination  to  fee  the 
World  in  mafquerade.  If  you  love  me,  keep  it 
fecret ;  and  mould  you  hear  of  any  prank  more 
wild  and  buckifh  than  ufual,  conclude  it  to  be 
played  by  me  in  men's  cloaths. 

Tour's,  as  you  mind  me, 

HARRIOT  HARE-BRAIN. 


NUMB. 
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NUMB.  LIU.   Tkurfday,  January  30,   1755. 


•  Aconita  bibuntur.          Juv. 

Drams  are  our  bane,  fence  Poifons  lurk  within^ 
And  fome  by  Cordials  fall,  and  feme  by  Gin. 

NOTHING  is  more  natural,  than  for  the 
quacks  of  all  profeffions  to  recommend 
their  wares  to  thofe  perfons,  who  are  moft  likely 
to  ftand  in  need  of  them.  Thus  Mrs.  Giles  very 
properly  acquaints  the  fair  fex,  that  (he  fells  her 
fine  compound,  for  taking  offfuperfluous  hairs,  at 
a  guinea  an  ounce ;  and  ladies  of  quality  are 
conftantly  informed,  where  they  may  be  fur- 
niihed  with  the  neweft  brocades,  or  the  choiceft 
variety  of  Chelfea-Ch'ma.  figures  for  deferts.  It  is 
alfo  very  necefiary,  that  the  beau  monde  fliould  be 
acquainted,  that  Eau  de  Luce  may  be  had  here 
in  England,  the  fame  as  at  Paris :  But  I  muft 
own,  I  was  very  much  furprifed  at  feeing  re- 
peated advertifements  in  the  papers  from  the 
"  Rich  Cordial  Warehoufe"  introduced  by  an 
addrefs  "  To  THE  PEOPLE  OF  FASHION."  I 
cannot  but  look  upon  this  as  a  libel  on  our  perfons 
of  diftin&ion  \  and  I  know  not  whether  it  may  not 

be 
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be  conftrued  into  fcandalum  magnatum\  as  it 
tacitly  infinuates,  that  our  Right  Honourables 
are  no  better  than  Dram-drinkers. 

THERE  is  a  well-known  ftory  of  the  famous 
Rabelais,  that  having  a  mind  to  impofe  on  the 
curiofity  of  his  landlord,  he  filled  feveral  vials 
with  an  innocent  liquor,  and  tied  labels  to  them, 
on  which  was  written — Poifon  for  the  King, — 
Poiibn  for  the  Dauphin — Poifon  for  the  Prime 
Minifter  —  and  for  all  the  principal  courtiers. 
The  fame  might  be  faid  of  thefe  Rich  Cordial 
Liquors  ;  which,  however  they  may  recommend 
themfelves  to  the  People  of  Falhion  by  their  fo- 
reign tides  and  extraction,  are  to  be  confidered  as 
poifons  in  mafquerade:  and  inftead  of  the  pompous 
names  of  Eau  a"Or,  Eau  Divine^  and  the  like,  I 
would  have  labels  fixed  on  the  bottles  (in  imitation 
of  Rabelais)  with — Poifon  for  my  Lord  Duke, — 
Poifon  for  the  Vifcount, — Poifon  for  the  Countefs. 

WE  live,  indeed,  in  fo  polite  an  age,  that 
nothing  goes  down  with  us,  but  what  is  either 
imported  from  France  and  Italy >  or  dignified  with 
a  foreign  appellation.  Our  drefs  muft  be  entirely 
a  la  mode  de  Paris j  and  I  will  venture  to  enfure 
great  fuccefs  to  the  Monfeeur  taylor,  who  tells 
us  in  the  public  papers,  that  he  -has  juft  been  to 

France 
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France  to  fee  the  neweft  fafhions.  A  dinner  is 
not  worth  eating,  if  not  ferved  up  by  a  French 
cook ;  our  wines  are  of  the  fame  country ;  and 
the  Dram-drinkers  of  fafhion  are  invited  to 
comfort  their  fpirits  with  Rich  Cordials  from 
Chamberry,  Neuilly,  and  /'  Ifle  de  Rbe.  A  plain 
man  muft  undoubtedly  fmile  at  the  alluring  names, 
which  are  given  to  many  of  thefe  liqueurs;  nor 
is  it  poffible  to  guefs  at  their  competition  from 
their  titles.  The  virtues  as  well  as  the  intent, 
of  Viper  Water  may  be  well  known :  but  who 
would  imagine,  that  Flora  Granata,  or  Belle  de 
Nuit  {hould  be  intended  only  to  fignify  a  Dram  ? 
For  my  own  part,  I  {hould  rather  have  taken 
Marafquino  for  an  Italian  Fidler,  and  have 
concluded,  that  Jacomonoodi  was  no  other  than, 
an  Opera-finger. 

BUT  dram-drinking,  however  different  in 
the  phrafe,  is  the  fame  in  the  practice,  in  every 
ftation  of  life;  and  fipping  Rich  Cordials  is  no 
lefs  deteftable,  than  in  the  vulgar  idiom  Bung- 
ing your"  eye.  What  fignifies  it,  whether  we 
muddle  with  Eau  de  Mellijleurs  or  plain  Annifeed? 
or  whether  we  fetch  our  Drams  from  the  Rich 
Cordial  Warehoufe,  or  the  Blackamoor  and 
Still  ?  The  lady  of  St.  James's,  who  paints  her 
face  with  frequent  applications  of  Coffee  or 
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Chocolate  Water,  looks  as  hideous  as  the  trollop 
of  St.  Giles's,  who  has  laid  on  the  fame  colours 
by  repeated  half  quarterns  of  Gin  Royal.  There 
are  many  cuftoms  among  the  great,  which  are 
alfo  pradtifed  by  the  lower  fort  of  people :  and 
if  perfons  of  fafhion  wrap  up  their  Drams  in 
the  difguife  of  a  variety  of  fpecious  titles,  in  this 
too  they  are  rivalled  by  the  vulgar.  Madam  Gin 
has  been  chriftened  by  as  many  names,  as  a 
German  princefs :  every  petty  chandler's  fhop 
will  fell  you  Sky-blue,  and  every  night -cellar 
furnifli  you  with  Holland  Tape,  three  yards  a 
penny.  Nor  can  I  fee  the  difference  between  Oil 
of  Venus,  Spirit  of  Adonis,  and  Parfait  Amour, 
for  the  ufe  of  our  quality,  and  what  among  the 
vulgar  is  called  Cupid's  Eye -water,  Strip  me 
naked,  and  Lay  me  down  Joftfy. 

^ 

To  thefe  elegant  and  genteel  appellations 
it  is,  perhaps,  chiefly  owing,  that  Drams  are 
not  confined  merely  to  the  vulgar,  but  are  in 
efteem  among  all  ranks  of  people,  and  efpe- 
cially  among  the  ladies.  Many  a  good  wo- 
man, who  would  ftart  at  the  very  mention  of 
Strong  Waters,  cannot  conceive  there  can  be 
any  harm  in  a  Cordial.  And  as  the  fair  fex  are 
more  particularly  fubjecT:  to  a  depreflion  of  fpirits, 
it  is  no  wondera  that  they  fhould  convert  their 
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apothecaries  fliops  into  Rich  Cordial  Ware- 
houfes,  and  take  Drams  by  way  of  phyfic ;  as 
the  common  people  make  Gin  ferve  for  meat, 
drink,  and  cloaths.  The  ladies  perhaps  may  not 
be  aware,  that  every  time  they  have  recourfe  to 
their  Hanfhorn  or  Lavender  Drops,  to  drive 
away  the  vapours,  they  in  effect  take  a  Dram : 
and  they  may  be  allured,  that  their  Cholic, 
Surfeit,  and  Plague  Waters  are  to  be  ranked 
among  fpirituous  liquors,  as  well  as  the  common 
ftuff  at  the  Gin-fhop.  The  College  of  Phyfi- 
cians,  in  their  laft  review  of  the  London  Difpen- 
fatory,  for  this  very  reafon  expelled  the  Strong 
Water,  generally  known  by  the  foothing  name 
of  Hyfteric  Water;  becaufe  it  was  a  lure  to  the 
female  fex  to  dram  it  by  authority,  and  to  get 
tipfy  fecundum  arteni. 

IF  any  of  my  fair  readers  have  at  all  given  into 
this  pernicious  practice  of  Dram-drinking,  I 
muft  intreat  them  to  leave  it  off  betimes,  before 
it  has  taken  fuch  hold  of  them,  as  they  can  never 
lhake  off.  For  the  defire  of  Drams  fteals  upon 
them,  and  grows  to  be  habitual,  by  imperceptible 
degrees  :  as  thofe,  who  are  accuftomed  to  take 
Opiates,  are  obliged  to  encreafe  the  dofe  gradu- 
ally, and  at  laft  cannot  fleep  without  it.  The 
following  letter  may  ferve  to  convince  them  of 

the 
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the  deplorable  fituation  of  a  lady,  who  covers 
her  drinking  under  the  pretence  of  mending  her 
conftitution. 

To      Mr.      r  O    W  N. 

S  I  R, 

I  HAVE  the  misfortune  to  be  married  to  a  poor 
fickly  creature,  who  labours  under  a  com- 
plication of  diforders,  and  which  nothing  can 
relieve  but  a  continued  courfe  of  Strong  Liquors  j 
though,  poor  woman  !  fhe  would  not  elfe  touch 
a  Dram  for  the  world.  Sometimes  fhe  is  vio- 
lently troubled  with  the  tooth-ach,  and  then 
flie  is  obliged  to  hold  a  glafs  of  Rum  in  her 
mouth,  to  numb  the  pain  :  at  other  times  fhe  is 
feized  with  a  racking  fit  of  the  cholic,  and  no- 
thing will  fo  foon  give  her  eafe  as  fome  right 
Holland's  Gin.  She  has  the  gout  in  her  confti- 
tution ;  and  whenever  fhe  feels  a  twitch  of  it,  the 
only  thing  is  flieer  Brandy,  to  keep  it  from  her 
head  :  but  this  is  fometimes  too  cold  for  her,  and 
fhe  is  forced  to  drive  it  out  of  her  ftomach  with 
true  Irijh  Ufquebaugh.  She  is  never  free  from 
the  vapours,  notwithftanding  fhe  is  continually 
drinking  Hartfhorn  and  Water:  and  ever  fince 
fhe  mifcarried,  fhe  is  fo  hyfterical  in  the  night- 
time, that  fhe  never  lies  without  a  Cordial- 

Water 
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Water  bottle  by  her  bedfide.  I  have  paid  the 
apothecary  above  fifty  pounds  for  her  in  one 
year ;  and  his  bill  is  laced  down  with  nothing 
but  Drops,  Peper-Mint  Water,  and  the  Cordial 
Draught  repeated. 

HER  very  diet  muft  always  be  made  heartening; 
otherwife  it  will  do  her  no  good.  Tea  would 
make  her  low-fpirited,  except  flie  was  to  qualify 
every  difli  with  a  large  fpoonful  of  Rum. 
She  has  a  glafs  of  Mountain  with  Bitters  an  hour 
before  dinner  to  get  her  an  appetite ;  and  her 
ftomach  is  fo  poor,  that  when  fhe  is  at  table,  (he 
muft  force  every  bit  down  with  a  Glafs  of  Ma- 
deira. We  ufually  have  a  tiff  of  Punch  together 
in  the  evening :  but  the  acid  would  gripe  her, 
and  the  water  keep  her  awake  all  the  night,  if  it 
was  not  made  comfortable  with  more  than  an 
equal  portion  of  Spirit. 

BUT  notwithftanding  the  grievous  complaints 
fhe  hourly  labours  under,  fhe  is  very  hale ;  and 
her  complexion  is,  to  all  appearance,  as  healthy 
and  florid,  as  a  milk-maid's:  except,  indeed, 
that  her  nofe  and  forehead  are  fubject  to  red 
pimples,  blotches,  and  breakings  out,  which  the 
apothecary  tells  me  are  owing  to  a  kind  of  a 
pblogijlic  humour  in  her  blood.  For  my  part, 
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confidering  the  quantity  of  combuftibles  fhe  con- 
tinually  pours  down,  I  ftiould  imagine  the  fire  in 
her  ftomach  would  kindle  a  flame  in  her  coun- 
tenance ;  and  I  fhould  not  wonder,  if  fhe  looked 
as  horrible,  as  thofe  who  hang  their  face  over  a 
bowl  of  Burnt  Brandy  at  Snap-Dragon. 

I  am,   SIR,  your  humble  fervant, 

TIMOTHY  NOGGAK. 


NUMB.  LIV.  Thurfday>  February  6,  1755. 

Lufit  amabiliter,  donee  jam  faevus  apertam 
In  rabiem  verti  caepit  jocus.  •  •  HOR, 

Frolicks  for  men  of  fpirit  only  fit^ 

J flier e  rapes  are  j efts y  and  murder  isjheer  wit, 

THE  nobleft  exploit  of  a  man  of  the  Town, 
the  higheft  proof  and  utmoft  efFort  of  his 
genius  and  pleafantry,  is  the  FROLICK.  This 
piece  of  humour  confifts  in  playing  the  moft 
wild  and  extravagant  pranks,  that  wantonnefs 
and  debauchery  can  fuggeft  ;  and  is  the  diftin- 
guiming  charadleriftic  of  the  Buck  and  Blood. 
Thefe  facetious  gentlemen,  whenever  Champagne 

has 
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has  put  them  in  fpirits,  fally  out  "  flown  with 
"  infolence  and  wine"  in  queft  of  adventures.  At 
fuch  a  time,  the  more  harm  they  do,  the  more 
they  ihew  their  wit ;  and  their  Frolicks,  like  the 
mirth  of  a  monkey,  are  made  up  of  mifchief. 

THE  Frolick  formerly  fignified  nothing  more 
than  a  piece  of  innocent  mirth  an(f  gaiety  :_  but 
the  modern  fenfe  of  the  word  is  much  more 
lively  and  fpirited.  The  Mohocks,  and  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Hell- Fire-Club,  the  heroes  of  the  laft 
generation,  were  the  firft,  who  introduced  thefe 
elevated  Frolicks,  and  ftruck  out  mighty  good 
jokes  from  all  kinds  of  violence  and  blafphemy. 
The  prefent  race  of  Bucks  commonly  begin  their 
Frolick  in  a  tavern,  and  end  it  in  the  round- 
houfe;  and  during  the  courfe  of  it  pra&ife  fe- 
vcral  mighty  pretty  pleafantries.  There  is  a 
great  deal  of  humour  in  what  is  called  beating  the 
rounds,  that  is  in  plain  Englijb,  taking  a  tour  of 
the  principal  bawdy-houfes  :  breaking  lamps,  and 
fldrmimes  with  watchmen,  are  very  good  jefts ; 
and  the  infulting  any  dull  fober  fools,  that  are 
quietly  trudging  about  their  bufmefs,  or  a  rape 
on  a  modeft  v/oman,  are  particularly  facetious. 
Whatever  is  in  violation  of  all  decency  and  order, 
is  an  exquifite  piece  of  wit :  and  in  fhort,  a  Fro- 
lick, and  playing  the  devil  bear  the  fame  explana- 
tion in  a  modern  glofiary. 

VOL.  IL  H  IT 
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IT  is  furprifing  how  much  invention  there  is 
in  thefe  exploits,  and  how  wine  infpires  thefe 
gentlemen  with  thoughts  more  extraordinary  and 
fiiblime,  than  any  fober  man  could  ever  have 
devifed.  I  have  known  a  whole  company  ftart 
from  their  chairs,  and  begin  tilting  at  each 
other  merely  for  their  diverfion.  Another  time 
thefe  exalted  geniufes  have  caft  lots,  which 
{hould  be  thrown  out  of  the  window  j  and  at 
another  made  a  bonfire  of  their  cloaths,  and 
ran  naked  into  the  ftreets.  I  remember  a  little 
gentleman  not  above  five  feet  high,  who  was 
refolved,  merely  for  the  fake  of  the  Frolick,  to 
lie  with  the  Tall  Woman  j  but  the  joke  ended 
in  his  receiving  a  found  cudgeling  from  the 
hands  of  his  Tbaleflrls.  It  was  no  longer  ago 
than  laft  winter,  that  a  party  of  jovial  Templars 
fet  out  an  hour  or  two  after  midnight  on  a  voyage 
to  Lijbon^  in  order  to  get  good  Port.  They  took 
boat  at  the  Temple  flairs,  and  prudently  laid  in, 
by  way  of  provifions,  a  cold  venifon  pafty  and 
two  bottles  of  rafberry  brandy :  but  when  they 
imagined  they  were  juft  arrived  at  Gravefend> 
they  found  themfelves  fuddenly  overfet  in  Chelfea- 
Reacby  and  very  narrowly  efcaped  being  drowned. 
The  moft  innocent  Frolicks  of  thefe  men  of  hu- 
mour are  carried  on,  in  a  literary  way,  by  adver- 
tifements  in  the  news-papers,  with  which  they 

often 
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often  amufe  the  town,  and  alarm  us  with  bottle 
conjurors,  and  perfons  who  will  jump  down 
their  own  throats.  Sometimes  they  divert  them- 
felves  by  impofing  on  their  acquaintance  with 
fictitious  intrigues,  and  putting  modeft  women 
to  the  blufli  by  defcribing  them  in  the  public 
papers.  Once,  I  remember,  it  was  the  Frolick 
to  call  together  all  the  wet  nurfes,  that  wanted 
a  place  ;  at  another  time,  to  fummon  feveral  old 
women  to  bring  their  male  tabby  cats,  for  which 
they  were  to  expect  a  confiderable  price  j  and 
not  long  ago,  by  the  proffer  of  a  curacy,  they 
drew  all  the  poor  parfons  to  St.  Paul's  coffee- 
houfe,  where  the  Bucks  themfelves  fat  in 
another  box  to  fmoke  their  rufty  wigs  and 
brown  caflbcks. 

BUT  the  higheft  Frolick,  that  can  poffibly  be 
put  in  execution,  is  a  genteel  murder ;  fuch  as 
running  a  waiter  through  the  body,  knocking  an 
old  feeble  watchman's  brains  out  with  his  own 
ftaff,  or  taking  away  the  life  of  fome  regular 
fcoundrel,  who  has  not  fpirit  enough  to  whore 
and  drink  like  a  gentleman.  The  nobleft  Frolick 
of  this  kind  I  ever  remember,  happened  a  few 
years  ago  at  a  country  town.  While  a  party  of 
Bucks  were  making  a  riot  at  an  inn,  "and  toffing 
the  chairs  and  tables  and  looking-glafles  into  the 
H  2  ftreet, 
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flreet,  the  landlady  was  indifcreet  enough  to  come 
up  flairs,  and  interrupt  their  merriment  with  her 
impertinent  remonftrances  j  upon  which  they 
Immediately  threw  her  out  of  the  window  after 
her  own  furniture.  News  was  foon  brought  of 
the  poor  woman's  death;  and  the  whole  com- 
pany looked  upon  it  as  a  very  droll  accident, 
and  gave  orders  that  fhe  fhould  be  charged  iu 
the  bill. 

THESE  wild  pranks  are  inftances  of  great 
fpirit  and  invention  :  but  alas !  the  generality  of 
mankind  have  no  tafte  for  humour.  Few  people 
cafe  to  have  a  Iword  in  their  ribs  for  the  fake  of 
the  joke,  or  to  be  beat  to  mummy,  or  fhot 
through  the  head,  for  the  diverfion  of  the  good 
company.  They  fometimes  imagine  the  jeft  is 
carried  too  far ;  and  are  apt  to  apply  the  words 
of  the  old  fable,  "  It  may  be  fport  to  you,  but 
"  it  is  death  to  us."  For  thefe  reafons,  a  fet  of 
thefe  merry  gentlemen 'are  as  terrible,  to  the  ordi- 
nary part  of  the  world,  as  a  troop  of  Banditti  ; 
and  an  affair,  which  has  been  thought  very  high 
fun  in  Pall-Mall  or  Cogent-Garden^  has  been 
treated  in  a  very  ferious  manner  at  Weftminjler- 
Hall  or  the  Old-Bailey.  Our  legiflature  has  been 
abfurd  enough  to  be  very  careful  of  the  lives  of 
the  loweft  among  the  people  j  and  the  council 

for 
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for  an  highwayman  would  fooner  plead  diftrefs 
as  an  excufe  for  difcharging  his  piftol,  than  mere 
wantonnefs  and  Frolick.  Nor  do  the  govern- 
ments abroad  entertain  a  better  opinion  of  this 
fort  of  humour :  for  it  is  but  a  few  years,  fmce 
a  gentleman  on  his  travels,  who  was  completing 
a  Town  Education  by  the  polite  tour,  fhot  a 
waiter  through  the  head  j  but  the  joke  was  fo 
ill  received  that  the  gentleman  was  hanged 
within  four  and  twenty  hours.  It  would  be  ad- 
vifeable  therefore  for  thefe  gentlemen,  fmce  the 
tafte  of  the  age  is  fo  incorrigible,  to  lay  afide 
this  high-feafoned  humour.  For  their  piftol,  as 
it  were,  recoils  upon  themfelves  j  and  fmce  it 
may  produce  their  own  deaths,  it  would  be 
more  prudent  not  to  draw  their  wit  out  of 
their  fcabbards. 

OUR  ladies  of  quality,  who  have  at  length 
adopted  French  manners  with  French  fafhions, 
and  thrown  off  all  ftarchnefs  and  referve  with 
the  ruff  and  the  fardingale,  are  very  fond  of  a 
Frolick.  I  have,  indeed,  lately  obferved  with 
great  pleafure  the  commendable  attempts  of  the 
other  fex  to  (hake  off  the  (hackles  of  cuftom  ; 
and  I  make  no  doubt,  but  a  libertine  lady  will 
foon  become  a  very  common  character.  If  their 
paflion  for  Gaming  continues  to  increafe  in  the 
H  3  fame 
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fame  proportion  that  it  has  for  fome  time  paft, 
we  fliall  very  foon  meet  with  abundance  of 
fharpers  in  petticoats ;  and  it  will  be  mentioned 
as  a  very  familiar  incident,  that  a  party  of  female 
gamblers  were  feized  by  the  conftables  at  a 
gaming-table.  I  am  alfo  informed,  that  it  is 
grown  very  common  among  the  ladies  to  toaft 
pretty  fellows ;  and  that  they  often  amufe  them- 
felves  with  concerting  fchemes  for  an'  excellent 
Frolick.  A  Frolick  is,  indeed  the  moft  con- 
venient name  in  the  world  to  veil  an  intrigue : 
and  it  is  a  great  pity,  that  hufbands  and  fathers 
fhould  ever  objc£t  to  it.  I  can  fee  no  harm  in  a 
lady's  going  difguiied  to  mob  it  in  the  gallery  at 
the  play-houfe  ;  and  could  not  but  fmile  at  the 
pretty  innocent  wanton,  who  carried  the  joke  fo 
far  as  to  accompany  a  ftrange  gentleman  to  a 
bagnio  ;  but  when  (he  came  there,  was  furprifed 
to  find,  that  he  was  fond  of  a  Frolick  as  well  as 
herfelf,  and  offered  her  violence.  But  I  parti- 
cularly admire  the  fpirit  of  that  lady,  who  had 
fuch  true  relifh  for  a  Frolick,  as  to  go  with  her 
gallant  to  the  mafquerade,  though  (he  knew  he 
had  no  breeches  under  his  Domino. 

I  MOST  heartily  congratulate  the  fine  ladies 
and  gentlemen  of  the  age  on  the  fpirit,  with  which 
they  perfue  their  diversions  j  and  I  look  upon  a 

bold 
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bold  Frolick  as  the  peculiar  privilege  of  a  perfon 
of  fafhion.  The  ladies  undoubtedly  fee  a  great 
deal  of  pleafantry  in  an  intrigue,  and  mimic  the 
drefs  and  manners  of  the  courtefans  very  happily 
and  facetioufly ;  while  the  gentlemen,  among 
many  other  new  fancies,  have  made  the  old  blun- 
der of  the  Merry  Andrew  appear  no  longer  ridi- 
culous, and  are  mightily  pleafed  with  the  comical 
humours  of  a  murder.  The  frolicks  now  in  vogue 
will  probably  continue  to  be  the  amufements  of 
the  polite  world  for  a  long  time  :  but  whenever  the 
fafhion  is  about  to  vary,  I  beg  leave  to  propofe 
the  Frolick  recommended,  if  I  remember  right, 
to  the  Duke  of  Wharton  by  Dr.  Swift.  "  When 
"  you  are  tired  of  your  other  Frolicks,  I  would 
"  have  you  take  up  the  Frolick  of  BEING  GOOD  ; 
"  and  my  word  for  it,  you  will  find  it  the 
"  mod  agreeable  Frolick  you  ever  pra&ifed 
"  in  your  life." 


0 
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-  Nil  obftat.     Cois  tibi  pene  videre  eft 
Ut  nudam,  ne  crure  malo,  ne  fit  pede  turpi  : 
Metiri  poflis  oculo  latus.  --       HOR. 

The  taper  leg,  jl'im  wai/l,  and  lovely  Jlde9 
AT0r  flay*  nor  envious  petticoats  Jhall  bide  ; 
But  full  in  fight  the  tempting  bofom  Ju>elly 

Bucks  with  wonder  view  the  Naked  Belle. 


THERE  once  prevailed  among  us  a  feet 
called  The  ADAMITES,  whole  doctrine, 
like  that  of  our  prefent  Moravians^  was  calcu- 
lated to  comfort  the  flefh  as  well  as  the  fpirit  ; 
and  many  things,  generally  accounted  indecent 
and  immodeft,  were  with  them  regarded  as  prin- 
ciples of  religion.  The  chief  article  maintained 
by  this  feet  was,  that  it  was  proper,  like  our 
great  forefather  Adam^  to  go  naked  ;  and  the 
profelytes  to  this  faith  came  abroad  in  the  public 
ftreets  and  open  day-light  without  any  cloathing. 
But  this  primitive  fimplicity  did  not  agree  with 
the  notions  of  thofe  degenerate  days  ;  and  the 
ADAMITES  were  looked  upon  as  an  intolerable 
nuifance.  Their  religion,  like  all  others,  was 
foon  attended  with  perfecution  3  and  fome  of  the 

converts 
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converts  were  dragged  naked  at  the  cart's  tail,  fome 
fet  in  the  flocks,  and  others  fent  to  Bridewell. 

SINCE  that  remarkable  period  the  male  part  of 
our  fpecies  have  been  decently  covered  ;  but  the 
female  world  has  made  feveral  bold  attempts  to 
throw  off  the  incumbrance  of  cloaths.  Caps, 
handkerchiefs,  tuckers,  and  modefty-pieces  have 
been  long  difcarded  ;  and  the  ladies  have  conti- 
nued every  year  to  (bed  fome  other  part  of  their 
drefs,  as  ufelefs  and  unornamental.  But  thefe 
are  only  half  afiertions  of  the  female  rights  and 
natural  liberty  in  comparifon  to  the  project, 
which,  it  is  thought,  will  be  ripe  for  execution 
by  the  fummer.  A  fet  of  ladies  of  the  firft  faflbion 
have  agreed  to  found  a  fedl  of 

E     V     I     T     E     S, 

who  are  to  appear  in  public,  with  no  other  cover- 
ing than  the  original  Fig-leaf.  The  primitive 
fimplicity  of  appearance  will  be  reftored ;  and 
though  fome  may  be  cenforious  enough  to  ima- 
gine, that  their  confidence  arifes  from  very  differ- 
ent principles,  itmayjuftly  be  faid  of  our  ladies  of 
quality,  as  of  our  firft  parents  before  the  Fall, 
"  They  are  naked,  and  ARE  NOT  ASHAMED." 

H  5  MY 
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MY  country  readers,  and  all  thofe  who  live 
at  a  diftance  from  the  polite  world,  may  perhaps 
look  upon  this  fcheme  as  merely  fantaftical  and 
imaginary ;  but  nothing  is  more  true.  The 
milliners  are  at  this  time  very  bufy  in  making 
up  artificial  Fig-leaves,  and  adorning  them  ac- 
cording to  the  different  fancies  of  the  wearers. 
.There  is  more  tafte  difplayed  in  contriving  an 
elegant  Fig-leaf,  than  has  hitherto  been  exerted 
in  forming  a  genteel  fword-knot.  Some  have 
bunches  of  the  gayeft  coloured  ribbands  dangling 
loofely  from  the  (talk,  others  taflels  of  gold  and 
filver-lace,  and  a  few,  defigned  for  ladies  of  the 
higheft  diftin&ion,  bunches  of  diamonds.  This 
and  the  Pompon^  which  it  is  faid  has  been  lately 
worn  merely  as  a  type  of  the  Fig-kaf,  will 
make  up  the  common  drefs  of  the  whole  female 
•world  ;  but  if  ever  the  weather  fliould  be  too 
fevere  for  the  ladies  to  appear  (as  Bayes  ex- 
prefles  it)  in  purls  natural'ibu^  they  are  to  wear 
flefh-coloured  filks  with  Pompom  and  Fig-leaves 
as  ufual, 

THERE  are  perhaps  perfons  who,  as  they  {till 
retain  fome  of  the  leaven  of  decency  in  their 
compofition,  will  be  itartled  ai  this  project.  I 
muft  own,  however,  that  it  does  not  appear  to 
me  to  be  in  the  leaft  extraordinary  or  furprifing  : 

for, 
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for,  confidering  the  prefent  drefs  of  our  women 
of  fafhion,  there  remains  no  further  ftep  to  be 
taken,  except  abfolute  nakednefs,  The  flays 
and  petticoat  have  been  fo  unmercifully  pruned 
and  cut  away  in  order  to  difcover  latent  beauties, 
that  if  thofe  of  the  prefent  mode  were  to  fall 
into  the  hands  of  our  diftant  pofterity,  they 
would  conclude,  that  the  prefent  race  of  women 
niijft  have  been  a  generation  of  pigmies  »  for 
they  could  never  poffibly  conceive,  that  they 
were  of  common  fize,  and  wore  any  garments  fo 
little  calculated  either  for  ufe  or  ornament.  If 
one  might  judge  by  appearances,  the  fmall  degree 
of  modefty,  that  is  left  in  the  polite  world, 
feems  to  be  among  the  men  ;  and  one  is  almoft 
tempted  to  look  for  the  rakes  and  perfons  of  in- 
trigue in  the  other  fex.  I  was  prefent  a  few  nights 
ago  at  the  reprefentation  of  the  Chances,  and 
when  I  looked  round  the  boxes,  and  obferved  the 
loofe  drefs  of  all  the  ladies,  and  the  great  relifh 
with  which  they  received  the  high-feafoned  jefts 
in  that  comedy,  I  was  almoft  apprehenfive,  that 
the  old  ftory  of  the  outrage  of  the  Romans  on 
the  Sabine  women  would  be  inverted,  and  that 
the  ladies  would  rife  up  and  commit  a  rape 
on  the  men. 

H  6  BUT 
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BUT  notwithftanding  all  that  may  be  faid 
againft  this  projecT:  for  eftablifhing  nakednefs,  it 
is  not  without  example.  Among  the  Hottentots, 
a  very  wife  and  polite  nation,  the  ladies  at  this 
day  go  quite  naked,  except  a  loofe  mantle  thrown 
over  their  {boulders,  and  a  ihort  apron  before 
inftead  of  a  Fig-leaf.  It  is  alfo  well  known, 
that  the  Spartans  allowed  their  unmarried  women 
to  wear  a  fort  of  loofe  robe,  which  at  every  mo- 
tion difcovered  their  charms  through  feveral 
openings,  contrived  for  that  purpofe.  There 
would  certainly  be  no  harm  in  extending  this 
liberty  to  the  whole  fex ;  and  I  am  not  in  the 
leaft  inclined  to  liften  to  the  malignant  infinua- 
tions,  that  when  a  married  woman  endeavours 
to  look  particularly  tempting,  it  is  not  merely 
to  pkafe  her  hufband,  but  to  captivate  a  gallant. 
It  may  perhaps  be  further  objected,  that  our 
Northern  climate  is  too  cold  to  ftrip  in  :  but 
this  little  inconvenience  is  amply  compenfated, 
by  the  fecurity  the  ladies  will  create  to  themfelves 
by  taking  fuch  extraordinary  liberties,  and  car- 
rying matters  fo  very  far,  that  it  will  be  indecent 
even  to  reprehend  them. 

THERE  is,  however,  a  very  large  part  of  the 
fex,  for  whom  I  am  greatly  concerned   on  this 
occf fion  :  I  mean  the  Old  and  the  Ugly.    What- 
ever 
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ever  the  Belles  may  get  by  this  fafhion,  thefe 
poor  ladies  will  be  great  fufferers.  Their  faces 
are  already  more  than  is  agreeable  to  be  {hewn ; 
but  if  they  expofe  fickiy  flcins  furrowed  and 
purfed  up  like  a  waftier- woman's  ringers,  the 
fight  will  become  too  difgufting.  During  the 
prefent  mode  I  have  obferved,  that  the  difplay 
of  a  yellow  neck  or  clumfy  leg  has  created  but 
few  admirers  :  and  it  is  reafonable  to  conclude, 
that  when  the  new  falhion  begins  to  prevail  uni- 
vcrfally,  although  our  men  of  pleafure  will  be 
glad  to  fee  the  young  and  beautiful,  (whom  they 
would  defire  to  take  into  their  arms,)  Gripping 
as  faft  as  pofftble,  yet  they  are  not  fo  fond  of 
primitive  and  original  fimplicity,  as  to  be  capti- 
vated by  a  lady,  who  has  none  of  the  charms  of 
Eve,  except  her  nakednefs. 

SOME  perfons  of  more  than  ordinary  penetra- 
tion will  be  apt  to  look  on  this  project  in  a  poli- 
tical light,  and  confide r  it  as  a  fcheme  to  counter- 
work the  Marriage-  A&.  But  as  the  chief  ladies, 
who  concerted  it,  are  already  provided  with  huf- 
bands,  and  are  known  to  be  very  well  affected 
to  the  government,  this  does  not  appear  probable. 
It  is  more  likely  to  be  an  artifice  of  the  Beauties 
to  make  their  fuperiority  inconteftible,  by  draw- 
ing in  the  dowdies  of  the  fex  to  fuffer  by  fuch  an 

injurious 
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injurious  contraft.  However  this  may  be,  it  is 
very  certain,  that  the  moft  lovely  of  the  fex  are 
about  to  employ  the  whole  artillery  of  their 
charms  againft  us,  and  indeed  feem  refolved  to 
fhoot  us  flying.  On  this  occafion  it  is  to  be 
hoped,  that  the  practice  of  painting,  which  is 
now  fo  very  fafhionable,  will  be  entirely  laid 
afide ;  for  whoever  incrufls  herfelf  in  paint  can 
never  be  allowed  to  be  naked  ;  and  it  is  furely 
more  elegant  for  a  lady  to  be  covered  even  with 
filk  and  linnen,  than  to  be  daubed,  like  an  old 
wall,  with  plaifter  and  rough-caft. 

AFTER  this  account  of  the  fcheme  of  our 
modifli  females  now  in  agitation,  which  the 
reader  may  depend  upon  as  genuine,  it  only  re- 
mains to  let  him  know  how  I  came  by  my  intel- 
ligence. The  PARLIAMENT  OF  WOMEN,  lately 
propofed,  is  now  actually  fitting.  Upon  their 
firft  meeting,  after  the  preliminaries  were  ad- 
jufted,  the  whole  houfe  naturally  refolved  itfelf 
into  a  Committee  on  the  affairs  of  Drefs.  The 
Fig-leaf  Bill,  the  purport  of  which  is  contained 
in  this  paper,  was  brought  in  by  a  noble 
Countefs,  and  occafioned  fome  very  warm  de- 
bates. Two  ladies  in  particular  made  feveral 
remarkable  fpeeches  on  this  occafion:  but  they 
were  both  imagined  to  fpeak,  like  our  male 

patriots, 
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patriots,  more  for  their  own  private  intereft  than 
for  the  good  of  the  public.  For  one  of  thefe 
ladies,  who  infifted  very  earneftly  on  the  decency 
of  fame  fort  of  covering,  and  has  a  very  beautiful 
face,  is  fhrewdly  fufpedled  not  to  be  fo  much 
above  all  rivalry  in  the  turn  and  proportion  of 
her  limbs;  and  the  other,  who  was  impatient 
to  be  undrefled  with  all  expedition,  was  thought 
to  be  too  much  influenced  by  her  known  partiality 
to  a  favourite  mole,  which  now  lies  out  of  fight. 
The  Bill,  however,  was  patted  by  a  confiderable 
majority,  and  is  intended  to  be  put  in  force  by 
Midfummer  Day  next  enfuing. 


W 
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NUMB.  LVI.     Thurfday,  February  20,    1755. 

Nedle  tribus  nodis  ternos,  Amarylli,  colores : 
Nefte,  Amarylli,  modo,  etVeneris,  die,  vinculanefto. 
Ducite  ab  urbe  domum,  mea  carmina,  ducite  Daphnin. 
Limus  ut  hie  durefcit,  et  haec  ut  cera  liquefcit, 
Uno  eodemque  igni;  fie  noftro  Daphnis  amore. 

VIRGIL. 

Three  colours  weave  in  three-fold  knots,  and  cry, 
"  In  three-fold  bond  this  true-hue'' s  knot  I  tye," 
As  the  fame  fire  makes  hard  this  cake  of  clay ; 
In  which  this  waxen  image  melts  away, 
Thus,  God  of  Love,  be  my  true  Jhepherd's  breajl, 
Soft  to  my  flame,  but  hard  to  all  the  re/1. 
Tefongs,  fpelh,  philters,  amulets,  and  charms, 
Bring,  quickly  bring  my  Daphnis  to  my  arms. 

TH  E  idle  fuperftitions  of  the  vulgar  are  no 
where  fo  confpicuous  as  in  the  affairs  of 
love.  When  a  raw  girl's  brain  is  once  turned 
with  a  fweetheart,  fhe  converts  every  trifling 
accident  of  her  life  into  a  good  or  bad  omen, 
and  makes  every  thing  confpire  to  ftrengthen  her 
in  fo  pleafmg  a  delufion.  Virgil  reprefents  Dido, 
as  foon  as  ftie  has  contracted  her  fatal  paffion 
'  for  Mneas,  going  to  the  prieft  to  have  her  for- 
tune told.  In  like  manner  the  love-fick  girl  runs 
to  the  cunning-man,  or  croffes  the  gipfy's  hand 

with 
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with  her  laft  fix-pence,  to  know  when  (lie  (hall 
be  married,  how  many  children  (he  (hall  have, 
and  whether  fhe  fhall  be  happy  with  her  hufband. 
She  alfo  confults  the  cards,  and  finds  out  her 
lover  in  the  Knave  of  Hearts.  She  learns  how 
to  interpret  dreams,  and  every  night  furniflie's 
her  with  meditations  for  the  next  day.  If  fhe 
happens  to  bring  out  any  thing  in  converfation, 
which  another  perfon  was  about  to  fay,  (he 
comforts  herfelf  that  {he  fhall  be  married  firft; 
and  if  (he  tumbles  as  fhe  is  running  up  flairs, 
imagines  fhe  fhall  go  to  church  with  her  fweet- 
heart,  before  the  week  is  at  an  end. 

IT  would  puzzle  the  moft  profound  antiquary 
to  difcoyer,  what  could  give  birth  to  the  ftrange 
notions  cherifhed  by  fond  nymphs  and  fwains. 
The  God  of  Love  has  more  fuperftitious  votaries, 
and  is  worfhipped  with  more  unaccountable  rites, 
than  any  fabulous  deity  whatever.  Nothing, 
indeed,  is  fo  whimfical  as  the  imagination  of  a 
perfon  in  love.  The  dying  fhepherd  carves  the 
name  of  his  miftrefs  on  the  trees,  while  the  fond 
maid  knits  him  a  pair  of  garters  with  art  amorous 
pofey  ;  and  both  look  on  what  they  do  as  a  kind 
of  charm  to  fecure  the  affection  of  the  oth  r.  A 
lover  will  rejoice  to  give  his  miftrels  a  bracelet 
or  a  top-knot  j  and  fhe  perhaps  will  take  pleafure 

in 
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in  working  him  a  pair  of  ruffles.  Thefe  they 
will  regard  as  the  (oft  bonds  of  love ;  but  neither 
would  on  any  account  run  the  rifk  of  cutting 
love,  by  giving  or  receiving  fuch  a  prefent  as  a 
knife  or  a  pair  of  fcifiars.  To  wear  the  pidure 
of  the  beloved  object  conftantly  near  the  heart, 
is  univerfally  accounted  a  moft  excellent  and 
never-failing  prefervative  of  affection :  and  if, 
in  the  courfe  of  their  amour,  the  miftrefs  gives 
the  dear  man  her  hair  wove  in  a  true  lover's  knot, 
or  breaks  a  crooked  nine-pence  with  him,  fhe 
thinks  herfelf  afTured  of  his  inviolable  fidelity. 

SOME  few  years  ago  there  was  publickly  ad- 
vertifed,  among  the  other  extraordinary  medi- 
cines whofe  wonderful  qualities  are  daily  related 
in  the  laft  page  of  our  news-papers,  a  moft  effi- 
cacious Love-Powder ;  by  which  a  defpairing 
lover  might  create  affection  in  the  bofom  of  the 
moft  cruel  miftrefs.  Lovers  have,  indeed,  always 
been  fond  of  enchantment.  Shakefpeare  has  re- 
prefented  Othello  as  accufed  of  winning  his  Defde- 
mona  "  by  conjuration  and  mighty  magic;" 
and  Theocritus  and  Virgil  have  both  introduced 
women  into  their  paftorals,  tifing  charms  and 
incantations  to  recover  the  affections  of  their 
fweethearts.  In  a  word,  Talifmans,  Genii, 
Witches,  Fairies,  and  all  the  inftruments  of 

magic 
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magic  and  enchantment,  were  firft  difcovered  by 
lovers,  and  employed  in  the  bufinefs  of  love. 

BUT  I  never  had  a  thorough  infight  into  all 
this  amorous  forcery,  'till  I  received  the  following 
letter,  which  was  fent  me  from  the  country  a  day 
or  two  after  Valentine's  Day  ;  and  I  make  no 
doubt,  but  all  true  lovers  moft  religioufly  per- 
formed the  the  previous  rites  mentioned  by  my 
correfpondent. 

To      Mr.       T  0  WN. 

DEAR   SIR,  Feb.  17,  1755. 

YO  U  'muft  know  I  am  in  love  with  a  very 
clever  man,  a  Londoner  j  and  as  I  want  to 
know  whether  it  is  my  fortune  to  have  him,  I 
have  tried  all  the  tricks  I  can  hear  of  for  that 
purpofe.  I  have  feen  him  feveral  times  in  coffee- 
grounds,  with  a  fword  by  his  fide ;  and  he  was 
once  at  the  bottom  of  a  tea-cup,  in  a  coach  and 
fix  with  two  footmen  behind  it.  I  got  up  laft 
May  morning,  and  went  into  the  fields  to  hear 
the  Cuckow ;  and  when  I  pulled  off  my  left  fhoe, 
I  found  an  Hair  in  it  exactly  the  fame  colour 
with  his.  But  I  fhall  never  forget  what  I  did  laft 
Midfummer  Eve.  I  and  my  two  fifters  tried  the 
Dumb  Cake  together :  you  muft  know,  two 

muft 
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muft  make  it,  two  bake  it,  two  break  it,  and 
the  third  put  it  under  each  of  their  pillows,  (but 
you  muft  not  fpeak  a  word  all  the  time,)  and  then 
you  will  dream  of  the  man  you  are  to  have. 
This  we  did ;  and  to  be  fure  I  did  nothing  all 
night  but  dream  of  Mr.  BloJJam.  The  fame 
night,  exactly  at  twelve  o'Clock,  I  fowed  Hemp- 
feed  in  our  back  yard,  and  faid  to  myfelf, 
Hempfeed  I  few,  Hernpfeed  I  hoe,  And  he  that  h 
my  true-love^  come  after  me  and  mow.  Will  you 
believe  me  ?  I  looked  back,  and  faw  him  behind 
me,  as  plain  as  eyes  could  fee  him.  After  that, 
I  took  a  clean  fhift,  and  wetted  it,  and  turned  it 
wrong  fide  out,  and  hung  it  to  the  fire  upon  the 
back  of  a  chair;  and  very  likely  my  fweetheart 
would  have  come  and  turned  it  right  again, 
(for  I  heard  his  ftep,)  but  I  was  frightened,  and 
could  not  help  fpeaking,  which  broke  the  charm. 
I  likewife  ftuck  up  two  Midfummer  Men,  one 
for  myfelf,  and  one  for  him.  Now  if  his  had 
died  away,  we  fhould  never  have  come  together: 
but,  I  afiure  you,  his  blowed,  and  turned  to 
mine.  Our  maid  Betty  tells  me,  that  if  I  go 
backwards,  without  fpeaking  a  word,  into  the 
garden  upon  Midfummer  Eve,  and  gather  a  Rofe, 
and  keep  it  in  a  clean  fheet  of  paper,  without 
looking  at  it,  till  Chriftmas  day,  it  will  be  as 
frefh  as  in  June;  and  if  I  then  ftick  it  in  my 

bofom, 
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bofom,  he  that  is  to  be  my  hufband  will  come 
and  take  it  out.  If  I  am  not  married  before  the 
time  comes  about  again,  I  will  certainly  do  it : 
and  only  mind,  if  Mr.  BloJJom  is  not  the  man. 

I  HAVE  tried  a  great  many  other  fancies,  and 
they  have  all  turned  out  right.  Whenever  I  go 
to  lye  in  a  ftrange  bed,  I  always  tye  my  garter 
nine  times  round  the  bed-pott,  and  knit  nine 
knots  in  it,  and  fay  to  myfelf,  This  knot  I  knit, 
ibis  knot  I  tye,  To  fee  my  love  as  he  goes  by,  In  his 
apparel  and  array,  As  he  walks  in  every  day.  I  did 
fo  lafl  holidays  at  my  uncle's ;  and  to  be  fure  I 
faw  Mr.  BloJJom  draw  my  curtains,  and  tuck  up 
the  cloaths  at  me  bed's  feet.  Coufm  Debby  was 
married  «  little  while  ago,  and  me  fent  me  a 
piece  of  Bride-Cake  to  put  under  my  pillow; 
and  I  had  the  fweeteft  dream — I  thought  we  were 
going  to  be  married  together.  I  have,  many  is 
the  time,  taken  great  pains  to  pare  an  Apple 
Whole,  and  afterwards  flung  the  Peel  over  my 
head  ;  and  it  always  falls  in  the  fhape  of  the  firft 
letter  of  his  Sirname  or  Chriftian  name.  I  am 
fure  Mr.  BloJJom  loves  me,  becaufe  I  ftuck  two  of 
the  Kernels  upon  my  forehead,  while  I  thought 
upon  him  and  the  lubberly  fquire  my  papa 
wants  me  to  have  :  Mr.  BloJJom's  Kernel  ftuck 
on,  but  the  other  dropt  off  directly. 

LAST 
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LAST  Friday,  Mr.  TOWN,  was  Valentine's 
Day ;  and  I'll  tell  you  what  I  did  the  night  be- 
fore. I  got  five  Bay  leaves,  and  pinned  four  of 
them  to  the  four  corners  of  my  pillow,  and  the 
fifth  to  the  middle ;  and  then,  if  I  dreamt  of  my 
fweetheart,  Betty  faid  we  fhould  be  married  be- 
fore the  year  was  out.  But  to  make  it  more 
fure,  I  boiled  an  Egg  hard,  and  took  out  the 
yolk,  and  filled  it  up  with  fait ;  and  when  I  went 
to  bed,  eat  it  fhell  and  all,  without  fpeaking  or 
drinking  after  it.  We  alfo  wrote  our  lovers 
names  upon  bits  of  paper,  and  rolled  them 
up  in  clay,  and  put  them  into  water ;  and  the 
firft  that  rofe  up,  was  to  be  our  Valentine. 
Would  you  think  it  ?  Mr.  BloJJom  was  my  man : 
and  I  lay  a-bed  and  fhut  my  eyes  all  the  morn- 
ing, 'till  he  came  to  our  houfe ;  for  I  would 
not  have  feen  another  man  before  him  for  all 
the  world. 

DEAR  Mr.  TOWN,  if  you  know  any  other 
ways  to  try  our  fortune  by,  do  but  put  them  in 
your  paper.  My  mamma  laughs  at  us,  and  fays 
there  is  nothing  in  them  ;  but  I  am  fure  there  is, 
for  feveral  mifles  at  our  boarding- fchool  have  tried 
them,  and  they  have  all  happened  true :  and  I 
am  fure  my  own  fifter  Hetty  9  who  died  juft  be- 
fore Ghriftnuut  flood  in  the  Church-Porch  laft 

Midfummer 
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Midfummer  Eve  to  fee  all  that  were  to  die 
that  year  in  our  parifhj  and  (he  faw  her  own 
apparition. 

Your  humble  fervant, 

ARABELLA  WHIMSEY. 


NUMB.  LVII.    Thurfday,  February  27,   1755. 

Dulce  Sodalitium !    —  —   MARTIAL. 

Now  this  is  worjhipful  Society. 

SHAKESPEARE. 

THERE  is  no  phrafe  in  the  whole  voca- 
bulary of  modern  converfation,  which  has 
a  more  vague  fignification  than  the  words 
'*  Good  Company."  People  of  fafhion  modeftly 
explain  it  to  mean  only  themfelves;  and,  like 
the  old  Romans,  look  on  all  others  as  Barbarians. 
Thus  a  ftar  or  a  ribband,  a  title  or  a  place, 
denotes  Good  Company ;  and  a  man  rifes  in 
the  efteem  of  the  polite  circle  according  to  his 
rank  or  his  rent-roll.  This  way  of  reafoning  i* 
fo  well  known  and  fo  generally  adopted,  that 
we  are  not  furprifed  to  hear  polite  perfons  com- 
plain 
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plain  at  their  return  from  the  play,  that  the 
houfe  was  very  much  crouded,  but  that  there 
was  no  company  :  though,  indeed,  I  could  not 
help  fmiling  at  a  lady's  faying  (lie  preferred  St. 
James's  church  to  St.  Georges,  becaufe  the  pews 
were' commonly  filled  with  Better  Company. 

I  PROPOSE  at  prefent  to  confider  this  com- 
prehenfive  term,  only  as  it  refpe6ts  a  fociety  of 
friends,  who  meet  in  order  to  pafs  their  time  in 
an  agreeable  manner.  To  do  this  the  more 
efre&ual'y,  I  {hall  take  a  curfory  view  of  the 
feveral  methods  now  in  vogue,  by  which  a  fet 
of  acquaintance  endeavour  to'  amufe  each  other. 
The  reader  will  here  meet  with  fome  very  extra- 
ordinary inventions  for  this  purpofe;  and  when 
he  has  fixed  his  choice,  may  try  to  introduce 
himfelf  into  that  company  he  likes  beft. 

THERE  is  a  great  demand  for  wit  and  hu- 
mour in  fome  parts  of  this  metropolis  Among 
many  he  is  reckoned  the  Beft  Company,  who 
can  enliven  his  converfation  with  ftrokes  of  face- 
tioufnefs,  and  (in  Shakefpearis  words)  "  fet  the 
"  table  on  a  roar."  But  as  wit  and  humour 
do  not  always  fall  to  the  fhare  of  thofe  who  aim 
at  fhining  in  converfation,  our  jokers  and  wit- 
lings have  wifely  devifed  feveral  mechanical  ways 

of 
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of  gaining  that  end.  I  know  one,  who  is  thought 
a  very  facetious  fellow  by  the  club  of  which  he 
is  a  member,  becaufe  every  night,  as  foon  as  the 
clock  ftrikes  twelve,  he  begins  to  crow  like  a 
cock:  another  is  accounted  a  man  of  immenfe 
humour,  for  entertaining  his  friends  with  a  bur- 
lefque  hornpipe ;  and  a  third  has  the  reputation 
of  being  excellent  company  by  finging  a  fong, 
and  at  the  fame  time  playing  the  tune  upon  the 
table  with  his  knuckles  and  elbows.  Mimicry 
is,  in  thefe  focieties,  an  indifpenfible  requifite  in  a 
Good  Companion.  Imitations  of  the  actors  and 
other  well-known  characters  are  very  much  ad- 
mired ;  to  which  they  have  given  the  appella- 
tion of  taking  off.  But  the  mimic  is  by  no  means 
limited  to  an  imitation  of  the  human '  fpecies  : 
for  an  exact  reprefentation  of  the  brute  creation 
will  procure  him  infinite  applaufe.  Very  many 
of  thefe  wits  may  be  met  with  in  different  quarters 
of  the  town ;  and  it  is  but  a  week  ago,  fince  I 
was  invited  to  pafs  the  evening  with  a  fociety, 
which,  after  a  difplay  of  their  feveral  talents,  I 
found  to  confift  of  a  Dog,  a  Cat,  a  Monkey, 
an  Afs,  and  a  Couple  of  Dancing  Bears. 

I  CANNOT  help  looking  with  fome  veneration 
on  the  wit  exerted  in  focieties  of  this  fort,  fince 
it  has  the  extraordinary  quality  of  never  creating 

VOL.  U.  I  either 
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either  difguft  or  fatiety.  They  aflemble  every 
night,  tell  the  fame  ftories,  repeat  the  fame 
jokes,  fing  the  fame  fongs  j  and  they  are  every 
night  attended  with  the  fame  applaufe  and  merri- 
ment. Confidering  how  much  their  wit  is  ufed, 
it  is  furprifing,  that  it  fhould  not  be  worn  out. 
Sometimes,  however,  one  of  the  fociety  makes 
a  new  acquifition,  which  is  immediately  thrown 
into  the  common  ftock  of  humour,  and  con- 
ftantly  difplayed  as  part  of  the  entertainment  of 
the  evening.  A  gentleman  of  this  caft  lately 
fhewed  me  with  great  joy  the  poftfcript  of  a  letter, 
in  which  his  correfpondent  promifed  him  huge 
fun  the  next  time  he  fhould  fee  him,  for  he  had 
got  two  new  ftories,  and  three  or  four  excellent 
fongs  from  one  of  the  actors. 

THESE  are  certainly  very  agreeable  methods 
of  pafling  the  evening,  and  muft  pleafe  all  per- 
fons,  who  have  any  relifh  for  wit  and  humour. 
But  thefe  powers  of  entertaining  are  not  every 
where  the  ftandard  of  Good  Company.  There 
are  places,  in  which  he  is  the  Beft  Company, 
who  drinks  moft.  A  Boon  Companion  lays  it 
down  as  a  rule,  that  "  talking  fpoils  converfa- 
«'  tion."  A  bumper  is  his  argument;  and  his 
firft  care  is  to  promote  a  brifk  circulation  of  the 
bottle.  He  fhews^  his  efteem  for  an  abfent  friend 

by 
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by  toafting  him  in  a  bumper  extraordinary ;  and 
is  frequently  fo  good  and  loyal  a  fubjeft,  as  to 
tirink  his  Majefty's  health  in  half-pints.  If  he 
is  defired  to  fing  a  catch,  he  ftill  keeps  the  main 
point  in  view,  and  gives  a  fong  wrote  in  fo  in- 
genious a  ftile,  that  it  obliges  the  company  ta 
tofs  off  a  glafs  at  the  end  of  every  ftanza.  If  he 
talks,  it  is  of  "  healths  five  fathom  deep,"  or  a 
late  bard  bout  with  another  fet  of  jolly  fellows  j 
and  he  takes  care,  by  a  quick  round  of  Toafts, 
to  fupply  the  want  of  other  converfation. 

I  HAVE  ever  thought  the  invention  of  Toafls 
very  ufeful  and  ingenious.  They  at  once  pro- 
mote hard  drinking,  and  ferve  as  a  kind  of  me* 
morial  of  every  glafs  that  has  been  drank ! 
They  alfo  furnifti  thofe  with  converfation,  who 
have  nothing  to  fay;  or  at  leaft,  by  banifliing 
all  other  topics,  put  the  whole  company  on  a 
level.  Befides  all  this,  three  or  four  rounds  of 
Toafts,  where  many  are  met  together,  muft 
unavoidably  lift  them  all  into  Good  Company. 
Thefe  are  no  fmall  advantages  to  focieryj  not 
to  mention  the  wit  and  morality  contained  in 
many  Toafts. 

TOASTS  are  doubtlefs  very  ufeful  and  enter- 
taining :  but  the  wifeft  inftitution  ever  made  in 
I  2  drinking 
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drinking  focieties,  is  the  cuftom  of  appointing 
what  is  called  an  Abfolute  Toaft-mafter.  The 
gentleman  inverted  with  this  dignity  is  created 
king  of  the  company ;  and,  like  other  abfolute 
monarchs,  he  commonly  makes  great  ufe  of 
his  power.  It  is  particularly  his  office  to  name 
the  Toaft,  to  obferve  that  every  man  duly  tofies  off 
his  bumper,  and  is  in  every  refpect  Good  Com- 
pany. He  is  alfo  to  correct  all  mifdemeanors ; 
and  commonly  puniflies  an  offender  by  fcondng 
him  a  bumper:  that  is,  in  the  language  of  hard 
drinkers,  not  unmercifully  denying  him  his  due 
glafs,  but  obliging  him  to  add  another  to  it  of 
perhaps  double  the  quantity.  For  offences  of  a 
very  heinous  nature,  the  tranfgreffor  is  ordered 
a  decanter  of  water,  or  a  tankard  of  fmall  beer. 
The  privilege  of  inflicting  a  bumper  is  exerted 
almoft  every  moment :  for  there  is  hardly  any 
fort  of  behaviour,  which  does  not  produce  this 
punifhment.  I  have  known  a  man  fconced  for 
drinking,  for  not  drinking,  for  finging,  for  talk- 
ing, for  being  filent,  and  at  length  fconced  dead 
drunk,  and  made  very  Good  Company. 

BUT  none  of  thefe  qualifications  abovemen- 
tioned  conftitute  Good  Company  in  the  genteel 
part  of  the  world.  Polite  affemblies  neither  aim 
at  wit  and  humour,  nor  make  the  leaft  pretence 

to 
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to  cultivate  fociety.  Their  whole  evenings  are 
confumed  at  the  card-table,  without  the  leaft 
attempt  at  any  other  converfation,  than  the  ufual 
altercations  of  partners  between  the  deals.  Whift 
has  deftroyed  converfation,  fpoiled  fociety,  and 
"  murdered  deep."  This  kind  of  Good  Com- 
pany is  as  ridiculous,  and  more  infipid  than 
either  the  fociety  of  Witlings  or  Hard-drinkers. 
Tofling  off  bumpers  is  as  rational,  and  an  employ- 
ment infinitely  more  joyous,  than  fhuffling  a  pack 
of  cards  an  whole  night :  and  puns,  jokes,  and 
mimicry,  however  ftale  and  repeated,  furnifh  the 
company  with  converfation  of  as  much  ufe  and 
variety,  as  the  odd  trick  and  four  by  honours. 

SUCH  are  the  agreeable  evenings  pafied  at 
Wblti^  and  the  other  coffee-houfes  about  St. 
James's.  Such  is  the  happinefs  of  Aflemblies, 
Routs,  Drums,  and  Hurricanes  :  and  without 
Gaming  what  infipid  things  are  even  Mafque- 
lades  and  Ridottos !  At  fuch  meetings,  the 
man,  who  is  Good  Company,  plays  the  game 
very  well,  knows  more  Cafes  than  are  in  Hoyle, 
and  often  pofiefies  fome  particular  qualifications, 
which  would  be  no  great  recommendation  to 
him  any  where  elfe.  Inflead  of  meeting  together, 
like  other  companies,  with  a  defire  of  mu- 
tual delight,  they  fit  down  with  a  defign  upon 
I  3  the 
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the  pockets  of  each  other:  though,  indeed,  it 
is  no  wonder,  when  one  has  dripped  another  of 
two  or  three  thoufand  pounds,  if  the  fuccefsful 
gamefter  thinks  the  perfon  he  has  fleeced  very 
Good  Company. 

BY  what  has  been  faid,  it  appears  that  the 
notion  of  Good  Company  excludes  all  ufeful 
converfation  j  which,  in  either  of  the  above- 
mentioned  focieties,  would  undoubtedly  be 
defpifed  as  ftupid  and  pedantick.  The  Witlings 
have  too  lively  a  genius,  and  too  warm  an  ima- 
gination, to  admit  it  j  the  Boon  Companions  can 
join  nothing  but  love  to  a  bottle  j  and  among 
Gamefters,  it  would,  like  fleep,  be  "  mere 
44  lols  of  time,  and  hindrance  of  bufmefs."  Yet 
an  accomplished  member  of  either  of  thefe  fo- 
cieties is  called  Good  Company :  which  is  juft 
as  proper  an  exprefiaon,  as,  according  to  Serjeant 
Kite,  Carolus  is  good  Latin  for  Queen  Anne^  or 
a  ftout  beating.  But  a  fet  of  people,  who 
aflemble  for  no  other  purpofe  than  to  Game, 
have,  in  particular,  fo  very  bad  a  title  to  the 
denomination  of  Good  Company,  that  they  ap- 
pear to  me  to  be  the  very  worft. 

O 
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Quicunque  impudicus,  adulter,  ganeo,  quique 
alienum  aes  grande  conflaverat,  quo  flagitium 
aut  facinus  redimeret  j  praeterea,  omnes  un- 
dique  parricidae,  facrilegi,  convi&i  judiciis, 
aut  pro  fa&is  judicium  timentes  ;  ad  hoc,  quos 
tnanus  atque  lingua  perjurio  et  fanguine  civili 
alebat ;  poftremo,  omnes,  quos  flagitium, 
egeftas,  confcius  animus  exagitabat. 

S  A  L  L  V  S  t. 

Would you,  like  CatalineV,  an  army  chufe, 
Go  ranfack  White's,  the  taverns,  and  the Jiews : 
Prefs  every  Buck  and  Bkod,  renown  d for  drinking, 
For  wenching,  gambling,  fighting,  and  free -thinking. 

A  MISFORTUNE,  which  happened  to  me  the 
other  day,  fufficiently  convinced  me  of  the  in- 
conveniencies,  arifmg  from  the  indifcriminate  pow- 
er lodged  in  our  Prefs-gangs;  who  pay  no  more  re- 
gard to  thofe,  who  plead  protection  from  the  badge 
of  literature,  than  a  bailiff's  follower.   I  would  not 
have  the  reader  think,  that  I  was  prefled  myfelf : 
— — r  but  my  Devil  (that  is  the  mdTenger  of  the 
I  4  printing- 
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printing-houfe)  was  carried  ofF,  as  he  was  going 
with  the  copy  of  a  CONNOISSEUR  to  the  prefe. 
Learning  appears  to  me  of  fo  much  importance, 
that  (in  my  opinion)  the  perfons  of  the  loweft 
retainers  to  it  fliould  be  facred  from  moleftation  ; 
and  it  gives  me  concern,  though  a  very  loyal 
lubjeft,  that  even  a  ballad-finger,  or  the  hawker 
of  Bloody  News,  fhould  be  interrupted  in  their 
literary  vocations.  I  have  in  vain  endeavoured 
to  recover  my  manufcript  again  :  for,  though  I 
cannot  but  think  any  one  of  my  papers  of  almoft 
;is  much  confequence  to  the  nation,  as  the  fitting 
out  a  fleet,  the  ignorant  failors  were  fo  regardlefs 
of  it's  ineftimable  contents,  that  after  much  en- 
quiry I  detected  them  (with  my  Devil  in  con- 
junction) lighting  their  pipes  with  it,  at  a  low 
alehoufe  by  Puddle-Dock. 

THIS  irretrievable  lofs  to  the  public,  as  well 
as  myfelf,  led  me  to  confider,  whether  fome 
method  might  not  be  thought  of,  to  raife  fuffi- 
cient  forces  for  the  fleet  and  army,  without 
difturbing  poor  labourers  and  honeft  mechanics 
in  their  peaceful  occupations.  I  have  at  length, 
with  great  pains  and  expence  of  thought,  hit 
upon  a  Scheme,  which  will  effectually  anfwer 
that  end  ;  and  without  further  preface  fhall  lay 
it  before  the  public. 

I  WOULD 
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I  WOULD  propofe,  that  every  ufclcfs  member 
of  the  community  (hould  be  made  of  fervice  to 
his  country,  by  being  obliged  to  climb  the  ropes, 
or  carry  a  mufquetj  and  every  detrimental  one 
fhould    be   prevented   from   injuring  his  fellow- 
fubjeds,  and  fent  to  annoy  the  common  enemy. 
To  begin  with  the  country.     There  is  no  occa- 
fion  to  rob  the  fields  of  their  hufbandmen,  or  to 
fetch    our   foldiers,    as    the  Romans   took    their 
Dictator,  from  the  plough.     It  is  well  known, 
that  every  county  can  fupply  us  with  numerous 
recruits,  if  we  were  to  raife  them  out  of  that  idle 
body  called  Country  'Squires ;    many  of  whom 
are  born  only  for  the  deftru&ion  of  game,  and 
difturbance    of    their    neighbours.       They    arc 
mere  vegetables,  which  grow  up  and  rot  on  the 
fame  fpot  of  ground;    except    a    few  perhaps, 
which    are    tianfplanted    into     the    Parliament 
Houfe.      Their  whole  life  is   hurried  away  in 
fcampering  after  foxes,    leaping  five-bar  gates, 
trampling  upon  the  farmers  corn,    and  fwilling 
O&ober.     As  they  are  by  their  proftflion  excel- 
lent markfmen,   and  have  been  ufed  to  carry  a 
gun,  they  might  employ  their  powder  to  more 
purpofe   in    fetching  down  a  Frenchman  than    a 
pheafant  j    and   moft  of  them  might  be  incor- 
porated among  the  cavalry,  or  formed  into  light- 
bodied    troops,     and    mounted    on    their    own 
I  5  Hunters. 
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Hunters.  They  might  alfo  be  of  great  ufe  in 
maroding,  or  getting  in  forage:  and  if  they 
would  follow  an  enemy  with  the  fame  alacrity 
and  defiance  of  danger,  that  they  follow  a  fox, 
they  might  do  prodigious  execution  in  a  perfuit. 
The  greateft  danger  would  be,  that  if  a  fox 
ihould  perchance  crofs  them  in  their  march, 
they  would  be  tempted  to  run  from  their  colours 
for  the  fake  of  a  chace;  and  we  fhould  have 
them  all  defert,  or  (in  the  language  of  fox- 
hunters)  gone  away. 

IF  the  country  is  infefted  with  thefe  ufelefs 
and  obnoxious  animals,  called  'Squires,  this  me- 
tropolis is  no  lefs  over-run  with  a  fet  of  idle  and 
mifchievous  creatures,  which  we  may  call  Town 
'Squires.  We  might  foon  levy  a  very  numerous 
army,  were  we  to  inlift  into  it  every  vagrant 
about  town,  who,  not  having  any  lawful  call- 
ing, from  thence  takes  upon  himfelf  the  title  of 
gentleman,  and  adds  an  Efq;  to  his  name.  A 
very  large  corps  too  might  be  formed  from  the 
Students  at  the  Inns  of  Court,  who,  under  the 
pretence  of  following  the  law,  receive  as  it  were 
a  fandion  for  doing  nothing  at  all.  With  thefe 
the  feveral  tribes  of  play-houfe  and  coffee-houfe 
Critics,  and  that  collective  body  of  them  called 
The  TOWN,  may  be  allowed  to  rank :  And 

though 
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though  no  great  exploits  can  be  expe&ed  from 
thefe  Invalids,  yet  (as  they  are  of  no  other  ufe 
whatever)  they  may  at  leaft  ferve  in  the  army, 
like  Fal/lafs  men,  as  "  food  for  powder." 

BUT  a  very  formidable  troop  might  be  com- 
pofed  of  that  part  of  them  diftinguifhed  by  the 
name  of  Bloods.  The  fury  of  their  aflfaults  on 
drawers  and  watchmen,  and  the  fpirit  difplayed 
in  ftorming  a  bagnio,  would  be  of  infinite  fervice 
in  the  field  of  battle.  But  I  would  recommend 
it  to  the  general,  to  have  them  ftriftly  difciplined  ; 
left  they  fliould  ihoot  fome  of  their  own  com- 
rade?, or  perhaps,  run  away,  merely  for  the  fake 
of  the  joke.  Under  proper  regulations  fuch  va- 
liant gentlemen  would  certainly  be  of  ufe.  I  had 
lately  fome  thoughts  of  recommending  to  the 
Juftices,  to  lift  the  Bloods  among  thofe  brave 
refolute  fellows,  employed  as  Thief-takers.  But 
they  may  now  ferve  nobler  purpofes  in  the  army : 
And  what  may  we  not  expect  from  fuch  intrepid 
heroes,  who,  for  want  of  opportunity  to  exert 
their  prowefs  in  warlike  fkirmimes  abroad,  have 
been  obliged  to  give  vent  to  their  courage  by 
breaking  the  peace  at  home  ? 

EVERY  one  will  agree  with  me,  that  thofe 

Men  of  Honour,  who  make  fighting  their  bufinefs, 

I  6  and 
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and    cannot    let    their    fwords    reft   quietly    in 
their  fcabbards,  fhould  be  obliged  to  draw  them 
in  the  fervice  of  his  Majefty.     What  might  we 
not  expect    from  thefe   furious  Drawcanfirs,    if 
inftead   of  cutting  one  another's  throats,    their 
fkill  in   arms   was   properly  turned   againft  the 
enemy  !    A  very  little   difcipline   would    make 
them  admirable  foldiers :   for  (as  Mercutio  fays) 
they  are  already   "  the  very  butchers  of  a  filk 
"  button."    I  have  known  one  of  thefe  Duellifts, 
to  keep  his  hand  in,  employ  himfelf  every  morn- 
ing in  thrufting  at  a  bit  of  paper  ftuck  againft 
the  wainfcot ;  and  I  have  heard  another  boaft, 
that    he    could    fnuff   a   candle  with  his  piftol. 
Thefe  gentlemen  are,  therefore,    very  fit  to  be 
employed  in  clofe  engagements.     But  it  will  be 
necefiary  to  keep  them  in  continual  action  ;  for 
otherwife  they  would  breed  a  kind  of  civil  war 
among  themfelves,  and,  rather  than  not  fight  at 
all,  turn  their  weapons  upon  one  another. 

SEVERAL  Irijb  brigades,  not  inferior  to  thofe 
of  the  fame  country  in  the  fervice  of  the  French 
king,  may  be  formed  out  of  thofe  able-bodied 
men,  which  are  called  Fortune-hunters.  The  at- 
tacks of  thefe  dauntlefs  heroes  have,  indeed,  been 
chiefly  levelled  at  the  other  fex :  but  employment 
may  be  found  for  thefe  amorous  knight-errants, 

fui  table 
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fuitable  to  their  known  firmnefs  and  intrepidity; 
particularly  in  taking  places  by  ftorm,  where 
there  is  a  neceflity  for  ravifliing  virgins,  and 
committing  outrages  upon  the  women. 

BUT,  among  the  many  ufelefs  members  of 
fociety,  there  are  none  fo  unprofitable  as  the 
fraternity  of  Gamefters.  I  therefore  think,  that 
their  time  would  be  much  better  employed  in 
handling  a  mufquet,  than  in  ftuifHing  a  pack  of 
cards,  or  ftiaking  the  dice-box.  As  to  the 
Sharpers,  it  is  a  pity  that  the  fame  dexterity, 
which  enables  them  to  palm  an  ace,  or  cog  a 
die,  is  not  ufed  by  them  in  going  through  the 
manual  exercife  in  the  military  way.  Thefe  latter 
might,  indeed,  be  employed  as  marines,  or  fta- 
tioned  in  the  Wejl-  Indies j  as  many  of  them 
have  already  croft  the  feas,  and  are  perfectly  well 
acquainted  with  the  Plantations. 

THE  laft  propofal,  which  I  have  to  make  on 
this  fubjecl,  is  to  take  the  whole  body  of  Free- 
thinkers into  the  fervice.  For  this  purpofe  I 
would  imprefs  all  the  members  of  the  Robin 
Hood  Society  ;  and,  in  confideration  of  his  great 
merit,  I  would  further  advife,  that  the  Clare- 
Market  Orator  {hould  be  made  Chaplain  to  the 
regiment.  One  of  the  favourite  tenets  of  a 

Free- 
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Free-thinker  is,  that  all  men  are  in  a  natural  ftate 
of  warfare  with  each  other :  nothing,  therefore,  is 
fo  proper  for  him,  as  to  be  actually  engaged  in 
war.  As  he  has  no  fqueamifh  notions  about  what 
will  become  of  him  hereafter,  he  can  have  no  fears 
about  death  :  I  would,  therefore,  always  have  the 
Free-thinkers  put  upon  the  moft  dangerous  ex- 
ploits, expofed  to  the  greateft  heat  of  battle,  and 
fent  upon  the  Forlorn  Hope.  For,  fince  they 
confefs  that  they  are  born  into  the  world  for  no 
end  whatever,  and  that  they  (hall  be  nothing  after 
death,  it  is  but  juftice,  that  they  fhould  be  anni- 
hilated for  the  good  of  their  country. 
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NUMB.  LIX.   Thurfday,  March  13,  1755. 

1             Monftra  evenerunt  mihi ! 
Introiit  in  aedes  ater  alienus  canis  ! 
Anguis  per  impluvium  decidit  de  tcgulis ! 
Gallina  cecinit !    •  TER. 

IVhat  unlucky  prodigies  have  befallen  us!  A  Jlrange 
Hack  dog  came  into  the  houfe  !  A '  fnake  fell  from  the 
ti/fs  through  thejky-light !  An  hen  crowed. 

Mr.    VILLAGE   to   Mr.    TOWN. 

DEAR  COUSIN,  March  3,  1755. 

I  WAS  greatly  entertained  with  your  late  re- 
fle&ions  on  the  feveral  branches  of  magic 
employed  in  the  affairs  of  love:  I  have  myfelf 
been  very  lately  among  the  Seers  of  Vifions  and 
Dreamers  of  Dreams  j  and  hope  you  will  not 
be  difpleafed  at  an  account  of  portents  and 
prognoftics  full  as  extravagant,  though  they  are 
not  all  owing  to  the  fame  caufe,  as  thofe  of  your 
correfpondent  Mifs  Arabella  Wlimfey.  You 
muft  know,  Coufin,  that  I  am  juft  returned 
from  a  vifit  of  a  fortnight  to  an  old  aunt  in  the 
North  3  where  I  was  mightily  diverted  with  the 

traditional 
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traditional  fuperftitions,  which  are  moft  religi- 
oufly  preferved  in  the  family,  as  they  have  been 
delivered  down  (time  out  of  mind)  from  their 
fagacious  grandmothers. 

WHEN  I  arrived,  I  found  the  miftrefs  of  the 
houfe  very  bufily  employed,  with  her  two  daugh- 
ters, in  nailing  an  horfe-fhoe  to  the  threfhold  of 
the  door.  This,  they  told  me,  was  to  guard 
againft  the  fpiteful  defigns  of  an  old  woman,' 
who  was  a  witch,  and  had  threatened  to  do  the 
family  a  mifchief,  becaufe  one  of  my  young 
coufms  laid  two  ftraws  acrofs,  to  fee  if  the  old  hag 
could  walk  over  them.  The  young  lady  aflured  me, 
that  flie  had  feveral  times  heard  Goody  Cripple 
muttering  to  herfelf  j  and  to  be  fure  me  was  fay- 
ing the  Lord's  Prayer  backwards.  Befides,  the 
old  woman  had  very  often  afked  them  for  a  pin  : 
but  they  took  care  never  to  give  her  any  thing 
that  was  {harp,  becaufe  me  mould  not  bewitch 
them.  They  afterwards  told  me  many  other  par- 
ticulars of  this  kind,  the  fame  as  are  mentioned 
with  infinite  humour  by  the  SPECTATOR  :  and 
to  confirm  them,  they  afiured  me,  that  the  eldeft 
mifs,  when  me  was  little,  ufed  to  have  fits,  'till 
the -.mother  flung  a  knife  at  another  old  witch, 
(whom  the  devil  had  carried  off  in  an  high  wind) 
and  fetched  blood  from  her. 

WHEN 
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WHEN  I  was  to  go  to  bed,  my  aunt  made  a 
thoufand  apologies  for  not  putting  me  in  the 
beft  room  in  the  houfe  j  which  ((he  faid)  had 
never  been  Iain  in,  fmce  the  death  of  an  old 
Avafher-woman,  who  walked  every  night,  and 
haunted  that  room  in  particular.  They  fancied 
that  the  old  woman  had  hid  money  fomewhere, 
and  could  not  reft  'till  fhe  had  told  Ibmebodyj 
and  my  coufm  aflured  me,  that  flic  might  have 
had  it  all  to  herfelf ;  for  the  fpirit  came  one  night 
to  her  bed-fide,  and  wanted  to  tell  her,  but  fhe 
had  not  courage  to  fpeak  to  it.  I  learned  alfo, 
that  they  had  a  footman  once,  who  hanged, 
himfelf  for  love ;  and  he  walked  for  a  great 
while,  'till  they  got  the  parfon  to  lay  him  in 
the  Red  Sea. 

I  HAD  not  been  here  long,  when  an  accident 
happened,  which  very  much  alarmed  the  whole 
family.  Towzer  one  night  howled  moft  terribly ; 
which  was  a  fure  fign,  that  fomebody  belonging 
to  them  would  die.  The  youngeft  mifs  de- 
clared, that  fhe  had  heard  the  hen  crow  that 
morning;  which  was  another  fatal  prognoftic. 
They  told  me,  that,  juft  before  uncle  died, 
Towzer  howled  fo  for  feveral  nights  together, 
that  they  could  not  quiet  him  ;  and  my  aunt 
heard  the  death-watch  tick  as  plainly,  as  if  there 

had 
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had-  been  a  clock  in  the  room :  the  maid  too, 
who  fat  up  with  him,  heard  a  bell  toll  at  the  top 
of  the  ftairs,  the  very  moment  the  breath  went 
out  of  his  body.  During  this  difcourfe,  I  over- 
heard on&  of  my  coulins  whifper  the  other,  that 
fhe  was  afraid  their  mamma  would  not  live  long ; 
for  fhe  fmelt  an  ugly  fmell,  like  a  dead  carcafs. 
They  had  a  dairy- maid,  who  died  the  very  week 
after  an  hearfe  had  ftopt  at  their  door  in  it's  way 
to  church:  and  the  eldeft  mifs,  when  (he  was 
but  thirteen,  faw  her  own  brother's  ghoft,  (who 
was  gone  to  the  Weft-Indies)  walking  in  the 
garden,  and  to  be  fure,  nine  months  after,  they 
had  an  account,  that  he  died  on  board  the  fhip, 
the  very  fame  day,  and  hour  of  the  day,  that 
mrls  faw  his  apparition. 

I  NEED  not  mention  to  you  the  common  inci- 
dents, which  were  accounted  by  them  no  lefs 
prophetic.  If  a  cinder  popped  from  the  fire, 
they  were  in  hafte  to  examine  whether  it  was  a 
purfe  or  a  coffin.  They  were  aware  of  my 
coming  long  before  I  arrived,  becaufe  they  had 
feen  a  ftranger  on  the  grate.  The  youngeft  mifs 
will  let  nobody  ufe  the  poker  but  he-felf;  be- 
caufe, when  fhe  flirs  the  fire,  it  always  burns  bright, 
which  is  a  fign  fhe  will  have  a  brifk  hufband  : 
and  fhe  is  no  lefs  fure  of  a  good  one,  becaufe  fhe 

generally 
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generally  has  ill  luck  at  cards.  Nor  is  the  can- 
dle lefs  oracular  than  the  fire :  for  the  'fquire  of 
the  parifti  came  one  night  to  pay  them  a  vilit, 
when  the  tallow  winding-ftieet  pointed  towards 
him ;  and  he  broke  his  neck  foon  after  in  a 
fox-chace.  My  aunt  one  night  obferved  with 
great  pleafure  a  letter  in  the  candle ;  and  the 
very  next  day  one  came  from  her  fon  in  London. 
We  knew,  when  a  fpirit  was  in  the  room,  by 
the  candle  burning  blue :  but  poor  coufin  Nancy 
was  ready  to  cry  one  time,  when  fhe  muffed  it 
out,  and  could  not  blow  it  in  again  j  though 
her  fifter  did  it  at  a  whiff,  and  confequently 
triumphed  in  her  fuperior  virtue. 

WE  had  no  occafian  for  an  almanack  or  the 
weather-glafs,  to  let  us  know  whether  it  would 
rain  or  fhine.  One  evening  I  propofed  to  ride 
out  with  my  coufins  the  next  day  to  fee  a  gen- 
tleman's houfe  in  the  neighbourhood  j  but  my 
aunt  aflured  us  it  would  be  wet,  fhe  knew  very 
well  from  the  {hooting  of  her  corn.  Befides, 
there  was  a  great  fpider  crawling  up  the  chim- 
ney, and  the  blackbird  in  the  kitchen  began  to 
fing ;  which  were  both  of  them  as  certain  fore- 
runners of  rain.  But  the  moft  to  be  depended 
on  in  thefc  cafes,  is  a  tabby  cat,  which  ufually 
lies  balking  on  the  parlour  hearth.  If  the  cat 

lurned 
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turned  her  tail  to  the  fire,  we  were  to  have  an 
hard  froft ;  if  the  cat  licked  her  tail  rain  would 
certainly  enfue.  They  wondered,  what  ftranger 
they  fhould  fee;  becaufe  pufs  wafhed  her  foot 
over  her  left  ear.  The  old  lady  complained  of  a 
cold,  and  the  eldeft  daughter  remarked,  it  would 
go  through  the  family  ;  for  fhe  obferved,  that 
poor  Tab  had  fneezed  feveral  times.  Poor  Tab^ 
however,  once  flew  at  one  of  my  coufins ;  for 
which  fhe  had  like  to  have  been  deftroyed,  as 
the  whole  family  began  to  think  fhe  was  no 
other  than  a  witch, 

'  IT  is  impoflible  to  tell  you  the  feveral  tokens,, 
by  which  they  know  whether  good  or  ill  luck  will 
happen  to  them.  Spilling  the  fait,  or  laying  knives 
acrofs,  are  every  where  accounted  ill  omens ;  but 
a  pin  with  the  head  turned  towards  you,  or  to  be 
followed  by  a  ftrange  dog,  I  found  were  very 
lucky.  I  heard  one  of  my  coufins  tell  the  cook- 
maid,  that  fhe  boiled  away  all  her  fweethearts, 
becaufe  fhe  had  let  her  difh- water  boil  over.  The 
fame  young  lady  one  morning  came  down  to 
breakfaft  with  her  cap  the  wrong  fide  out ;  which 
the  mother  obferving,  charged  her  not  to  alter  it 
all  day,  for  fear  fhe  fhould  turn  luck, 

BUT,  above  all,  I  could  not  help  remarking 
the  various  prognoftics,  which  the  old  lady  and 

her 
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her  daughters  ufed  to  collect  from  almoft  every 
part  of  the  body.  A  white  fpeck  upon  the  nails 
made  them  as  fure  of  a  gift  as  if  they  had  it  al- 
ready .in  their  pockets.  The  eldeft  fifter  is  to 
have  one  huflband  more  than  the  youngerr,  be- 
caufe  fhe  has  one  wrinkle  more  in  her  forehead  ; 
but  the  other  will  have  the  advantage  of  her  in 
the  number  of  children,  as  was  plainly  proved  by 
fnapping  their  finger-joints.  It  would  take  up  too 
.much  room  to  fet  down  every  circumftance, 
which  I  obferved  of  this  fort  during  my  ftay  with 
them :  I  fhall  therefore  conclude  my  letter  with 
the  feveral  remarks  on  other  parts  of  the  body,  as 
far  as  I  could  learn  them  from  this  prophetic 
family :  for  as  I  was  a  relation,  you  know,  they 
had  lefs  referve, 

IF  the  head  itches,  it  is  a  fign  of  rain.  If  the 
head  aches,  it  is  a  profitable  pain.  If  you  have 
the  tooth- ache,  you  don't  love  true.  If  your  eye- 
brow itches,  you  will  fee  a  ftranger.  If  your 
right  eye  itches,  you  will  cry ;  if  your  left,  you 
will  laugh :  but  left  or  right  is  good  at  night.  If 
your  nofe  itches,  you  will  (hake  hands  with,  or  kifs 
a  fool  j  drink  a  glafs  of  wine,  run  againft  a  cuc- 
kold's door,  or  mils  them  all  four.  If  your  right 
ear  or  cheek  burns,  your  left  friends  are  talking 
of  you  3  if  your  left,  your  right  friends  are  talk- 
ing 
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ing  of  you.  If  your  elbow  itches,  you  will  change 
your  bedfellow.  If  your  right  hand  itches,  you 
will  pay  away  money  $  if  your  left,  you  will  re- 
ceive. If  your  ftomach  itches  you  will  eat  pud- 
ding. If  your  back  itches  butter  will  be  cheap 
when  grafs  grows  there.  If  your  fide  itches,  fome- 
body  is  wifhing  for  you.  If  your  gartering  place 
itches,  you  will  go  to  a  flrange  place.  If  your 
knee  itches,  you  will  kneel  in  a  ftrange  church. 
If  your  foot  itches,  you  will  tread  upon  ftrange 

ground.    Laftly, If  you  Ihiver,  fomebody  is 

walking  over  your  grave. 

I  am,  dear  coufin,  yours,  &c. 

NUMB.  LX.    Tburfday,  March  20,  1755. 

—  —  —  —  —  Hsec  ego  mecum 
Compreffls  agito  labris^  ubi,  quid  datur  oti, 
Illudo  CHARTIS.    HOR. 

Let  not  a  word  efcape  tie  lips — lut  kt/1— 
And  think  in  fance  on  the  rules  of  WHIST. 

WHOEVER  has  had  occafion  often  to 
pafs  through  Holbourn^  muft  have  taken 
notice  of  a  paftry-cook's  (hop  with  the  following 
Teraarkable  infcription  over  the  door ;  KIDDER'S 

PASTRY- 
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PASTRY-SCHOOL.  I  had  the  curiofity  to  en- 
quire into  the  defign  of  this  extraordinary  Aca- 
demy, and  found  it  was  calculated  to  inftruft 
young  ladies  in  the  art  and  myftery  of  tarts  and 
cheefe-cakes.  The  fcholars  were,  indeed,  chiefly 
of  the  lower  clafs,  except  a  few  notable  young 
girls  from  the  city,  with  two  or  three  parfons 
daughters,  out  of  the  country,  intended  for  fer- 
vice.  As  houfewifely  accomplifhments  are  now 
quite  out  of  date  among  the  polite  world,  it  is 
no  wonder  that  Mr.  Kiddtr  has  no  fliare  in  the 
education  of  our  young  ladies  of  quality :  and 
I  appeal  to  any  woman  of  fafhion,  whether  flic 
would  not  as  foon  put  her  daughter  apprentice 
to  a  wafher- woman,  to  learn  to  clear-ftarch  and 
get  up  fine  linen,  as  fend  her  to  the  Paftry- 
School  to  be  inftru&ed  in  raifed  cruft  and  puff 
pafte.  The  good  dames  of  old,  indeed,  were 
not  afhamed  to  make  thefe  arts  their  ftudy  :  but 
in  this  refined  age  we  might  fooner  expect  to 
fee  a  kitchen-wench  thumbing  Hoylis  Treatife 
on  Whift,  than  a  fine  lady  collecting  receipts 
for  making  puddings,  or  poring  over  the 
Complete  Art  of  Cookery. 

THE  education  of  females  is  at  prefent  hap- 
pily elevated  far  above  the  ordinary  employments 
of  domeftic  ceconomyj  and  if  any  School  is 

wanted 
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wanted  for  the  improvement  of  young  ladies,  I 
may  venture  to  fay,  it  fhould  be  a  School  for 
Whift.  Mr.  Hoyle  ufed,  indeed,  to  wait  on  la- 
dies of  quality  at  their  own  houfes  to  give  them 
lectures  in  this  Science :  but  as  that  learned 
Matter  has  left  off  teaching,  they  can  have  no  in- 
ftru&ions  but  from  his  incomparable  Treatife ; 
and  this,  I  am  afraid,  is  fo  abftrufe,  and  abounding 
with  technical  terms,  that  even  thofe  among  tho 
quality,  who  are  tolerably  well  grounded  in  the 
Science,  are  fcarce  able  to  unravel  the  perplexity 
of  his  Cafes,  which  are  many  of  them  as  intricate 
as  the  hardeft  Propofition  in  Euclid.  A  School 
for  Whift  would,  therefore,  be  of  excellent  ufe  j 
where  young  ladies  of  quality  might  be  gradually 
inftru&ed  in  the  various  branches  of  lurching, 
renouncing,  fineffing,  winning  the  ten- ace,  and 
getting  the  odd  trick,  in  the  fame  manner  as 
common  mifles  are  taught  to  write,  read,  and 
work  at  their  needle. 

IT  feems  to  be  a  ftrange  neglect  in  the 
education  of  females,  that  though  great  pains 
are  taken  to  make  them  talk  French,  they  are 
yet  fo  ignorant  of  the  Englljb  language,  that  be- 
fore they  come  to  their  teens,  they  can  fcarce 
tell  what  is  meant  by  lurching,  revoking, 
fuzzing  the  cards,  or  the  moft  common  terms 

now 
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now  in  ufe  at  all  routs  and  aflemblies.  Hence  it 
often  happens,  that  a  young  lady  is  almoft  ripe 
for  a  gallant,  and  thoroughly  verfed  in  the  arts 
of  the  toilet,  before  fhe  is  initiated  into  the 
myfteries  of  the  card-table.  I  would  therefore 
propofe,  that  our  demoifelles  of  fafhion  fhould 
be  taught  the  art  of  card-playing  from  their  cra- 
dles j  and  have  a  pack  of  cards  put  into  their 
hands,  at  the  ufual  time  that  the  brats  of  vulgar 
people  are  employed  in  thumbing  their  horn- 
book. The  mind  of  man  has  been  often  com- 
pared (before  it  has  received  any  ideas)  to  a 
white  piece  of  paper,  which  is  capable  of  retain- 
ing any  impreflion  afterwards  made  upon  it.  In 
like  manner,  I  would  confider  the  minds  of  thofe 
infants,  which  are  born  into  a  well-bred  family, 
as  a  blank  pack  of  cards,  ready  to  be  marked 
with  the  pips  and  colours  of  the  fuits :  at  leaft 
I  am  confident  that  many  of  them,  after  they  are 
grown  up,  have  laid  in  very  few  ideas  beyond 
them.  What  therefore  Mr.  Locke  recommends, 
that  we  fhould  cheat  children  into  learning  their 
letters  by  making  it  feem  a  paftime,  {hould  be  put 
in  practice  in  every  polite  Nurfery ;  and  the  little 
ladies  may  be  taught  to  diftinguiih  ace,  deuce,  tray, 
&c.  as  foon  as  they  could  great  A,  little  a,  and 
the  other  letters  of  the  Chris-crofs  row :  As  to 
the  four  Honours,  they  will  readily  learn  them 
VOL.  II.  K  by 
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by  the  fame  method  that  other  children  get  the 
names  of  dogs,  horfes,  &c.  by  looking  at  their 
pi&ures.  After  this,  in  order  to  compleat  her 
education,  little  mifs  (when  of  a  proper  age) 
fhould  be  fent  to  the  Whift-School,  or  have 
leflbns  from  private  mafters  at  home.  She  may 
now  be  made  to  get  by  heart  the  Laws  of  the 
Game,  read  a  Chapter  in  Hoyle,  and  be  catechifed 
in  laying  and  taking  the  odds :  and  in  procefs  of 
time,  (he  may  be  fet  to  folve  any  of  Hoylis  hardeft 
Cafes,  or  any  of  the  Propofitions  in  his  Dottrine 
tf  Chances ;  for  which  (as  Mr.  Hoyle  himfelf  tells 
us)  no  more  knowledge  of  Arithmetic  is  required, 
that  what  is  fufficient  to  reckon  the  tricks,  or 
fcore  up  the  game. 

ALL  Sciences  appear  equally  abftrufe  to  the 
learner  at  his  firft  fetting  out :  but  I  will  venture  to 
fay,  that  the  Science  of  Whift  is  more  complex  in 
itfelf  than  even  Algebra  or  the  Mathematics.  The 
Afs's  Bridge  in  Euclid  is  not  fo  difficult  to  be  got 
over,  nor  the  Logarithms  of  Napier  fo  hard  to  be 
unravelled,  as  many  of  Hoyk's  Cafes  and  Propofi- 
tions :  as  an  inftance  of  which,  take  the  follow- 
ing moft  obvious  and  eafy  one. A  and  B  are 

Partners  againft  C  and  D.  A  and  B  have  fcored  3, 
and  want  to  fave  their  Lurch.  C  and  D  are 
at  Short  Can'ye  :  and  confequently  both  Sides 

play 
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play  for  two  Points.  C  his  the  Deal,  and  turns 
up  the  Knave  of  Hearts.  C  afks  his  Partner  D, 
who  refufes.  B  has  the  Lead,  and  runs  his 
ftrong  Suit,  Spades,  two  Rounds,  with  Ace  and 
King.  A  difcards  his  weakeft  Suit,  Diamonds. 
Then  B  forces  his  Partner.  A  leads  a  ftrong 
Club,  which  B  refufes.  A  forces  B,  who  by 
leading  Spades  plays  into  A's  Hand,  who  returns 
a  Club,  and  fo  they  get  a  Saw  between  them. 
After  this  A  leads  through  C's  Honours.  B  finefles 
the  Ten,  and  plays  a  Spade,  which  A  trumps. 
Now  B  by  laying  behind  C's  King  and  Knave 
of  Trumps  makes  the  Ten-ace  with  Ace  and 
Queen  ;  and  A  having  the  long  Trump  brings 
in  his  thirteenth  Club.  Confequently  A  and  B 
get  a  Slam  againft  their  Adverfaries  C  and  D,  and 
fcore  a  fingle  Game  towards  the  Rubbers. 

SINCE,  therefore,  this  Science  is  attended  with 
fo  much  difficulty,  the  neceffity  of  a  School 
for  Whift  is  very  evident :  And  if  the  plan  of 
education,  above  propofed,  was  put  into  execu- 
tion, I  will  venture  to  pronounce,  that  young 
ladies,  who  can  now  fcarce  be  trufted  at  any 
game  beyond  One  and  Thirty  Bone-Ace^  or  Beat  the 
Knave  out  of  Doors  with  the  maid-fervants,  would 
be  qualified  at  twelve  years  old  to  make  one  at 
any  card-table  in  town  \  and  would  even  excel 
K  2  their 
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their  mammas,  who  have  not  had  the  fame  ad- 
vantage of  education.  Many  an  hufband,  and 
many  a  parent,  I  am  fure,  have  had  reafon  to 
lament,  that  their  wives  and  daughters  have  not 
had  the  happinefs  of  fo  early  an  inftru&ion  in 
this  branch  of  female  knowledge :  and  I  make  no 
doubt,  but  feveral  Boarding-Schools  will  be  fet 
up,  where  young  ladies  may  be  taught  Whift, 
Brag,  and  all  kinds  of  Card-Work.  How  many 
ladies  for  want  of  fuch  a  School,  are  at  prefent 
fhut  out  from  the  beft  company,  becaufe  they 
know  no  more  of  the  game,  than  what  is  called 
White-  Chapel  play  !  In  order  therefore  to  remedy 
this  deficiency  as  far  as  poffible,  I  would  further 
recommend  it  to  Mr.  Hoyle  or  fome  other  emi- 
nent Artift,  (in  imitation  of  Meflieurs  Hart  and 
Dukes,  who  profefs  to  teach  GROWN  GENTLE- 
MEN to  dance)  to  advertife,  that  GROWN 
GENTLEWOMEN  may  be  taught  to  play  at  l^hijl 
in  the  moft  private  and  expeditious  manner  ; 
fo  that  any  lady,  who  never  before  took  a  card 
in  hand,  may  be  enabled  in  a  very  fhort  time 
to  play  a  rubber  at  the  moft  faflrionable  routs 
and  aflemblies. 

W 
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NUMB.  LXI.  Thurfday,  March  27,  1755. 

Ccelum  ipfum  petimus  ftultitia.  HOR. 

E'en  Heav'n  we  covet  by  prepo/lerous  rules, 
And  form  f  ourfefoes  a  Paradife  of  Fools. 

IT  is  obferved  by  the  French,  that  a  Cat,  a 
Prieft,  and  an  old  Woman  are  fufficient  to 
conftitute  a  religious  Seft  in  England.  So  uni- 
verfally,  it  feems,  are  learning  and  genius  dif- 
fufed  through  this  ifland,  that  the  loweft  ple- 
beians are  deep  cafuifts  in  matters  of  faith  as  well 
as  politics ;  and  fo  many  and  wonderful  are  the 
new  lights  continually  breaking  in  upon  us,  that 
we  daily  make  frefti  difcoveries,  and  ftrike  out 
unbeaten  paths  to  future  happinefs.  The  above 
obfervation  of  our  neighbours  is  in  truth  rather 
too  full :  for  a  prieft  is  fo  far  from  neceflary, 
that  a  new  fpecies  of  do&rine  would  be  better 
received  by  our  old  women,  and  other  well  dif- 
pofed  good  people,  from  a  layman.  The  mod 
extraordinary  tenets  of  religion  are  very  fuccefs- 
fully  propagated  under  the  fan&ion  of  the  lea- 
thern apron,  inftead  of  the  caflbck  :  Every  corner 
of  the  town  has  a  barber,  mafon,  bricklayer,  or 
fome  other  handicraft  teacher;  and  there  are 
K  3  almoft 
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almoft  as  many  fe£ts  in  this  metropolis,  as  there 
are  parifh-churches. 

As  to  the  Old  Women,  fmce  the  paffions  of 
females  are  ftronger  in  youth,  and  their  minds 
weaker  in  age,  than  thofe  of  the  other  fex,  their 
readinefs  in  embracing  any  principles  of  religion, 
prefled  on  them  with  particular  earneftnefs  and 
vehemence,  is  not  very  wonderful.  They  hope, 
by  the  moft  rigid  demeanor  in  the  decline  of  life, 
to  make  amends  for  that  unbounded  loofe  given 
to  their  paffions  in  their  younger  years.  The 
fame  violence,  however,  commonly  accompanies 
them  in  religion,  as  formerly  actuated  them  in 
their  pleafuresj  and  their  zeal  entirely  eats  up 
their  charity.  They  look  with  a  malevolent 
kind  of  pity  on  all  who  are  ftill  employed  in 
worldly  undertakings,  "  carry  prayer  books  in 
"  their  pockets,"  and  pioufly  damn  all  their 
relations  and  acquaintance  with  texts  of  fcripture. 
I  know  an  old  gentlewoman  of  this  caft,  who 
has  formed  herfelf  as  a  pattern  of  ftaid  behaviour; 
and  values  herfelf  for  having  given  up  at  three- 
fcore  the  vanities  of  fixteen.  She  denounces 
heavy  judgments  on  all  frequenters  of  public  di- 
verfions,  and  forebodes  the  worft  confequences 
from  every  party  of  pleafure.  I  have  known  her 
foretell  the  ruin  of  her  niece  from  a  country 

dance : 
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dance:  nay,  (he  can  perceive  irregular  defires 
flaming  from  a  gay  coloured  top-knot,  and  has 
even  defcried  adultery  itfelf  lurking  beneath  the 
thin  veil  of  a  worked  apron,  or  beaming  from  a 
diamond  girdle-buckle. 

BUT  we  might  perhaps  fuffer  a  few  good  Old 
Ladies  to  go  to  heaven  their  own  way,  if  thefe 
Se&s  were  not  pernicious  on  many  other  ac- 
counts. Such  ftrange  doctrines  are  very  apt  to 
unfettle  the  minds  of  the  common  people,  who 
often  make  an  odd  tranfition  from  infidelity  to 
enthufiafm,  and  become  bigots  from  arrant 
free-thinkers.  Their  faith  however,  it  may  be 
well  imagined,  is  not  a  faving  faith  j  as  they  are 
worked  up  to  an  adoration  of  the  CREATOR, 
from  the  fame  flavifh  principle  that  induces  the 
Indians  to  worfhip  the  Devil.  It  is  amazing,  how 
ftrongly  fear  operates  on  thefe  weak  creatures, 
and  how  eafily  a  canting,  whining  rafcal  can 
mould  them  to  his  purpofe.  I  have  known  many 
a  rich  tradefman  wheedled  and  threatened  out  of 
his  fubftftence,  and  himfelf  and  unhappy  family 
at  laft  lectured  into  the  work-houfe.  Thus  do 
thefe  vile  hypocrites  turn  a  poor  convert's  head 
to  fave  his  foul ;  and  deprive  him  of  all  happinefs 
in  this  world,  under  pretence  of  fecuring  it  to 
him  eternally  in  the  next. 

K  4  NOTHING 
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NOTHING  can  do  religion  more  injury,  than 
thefe  folemn  mockeries  of  it.  Many  of  thefe 
Se£ts  confift  almoft  entirely  of  battered  profti- 
tutes,  and  perfons  of  the  moft  infamous  cha- 
racter. Reformation  is  their  chief  pretence : 
wherefore  the  more  abandoned  thofe  are,  of 
whom  they  make  profelytes,  the  more  they 
pride  themfelves  on  their  converfion.  I  remember 
a  debauched  young  fellow,  who  pretended  a 
fudden  amendment  of  his  principles,  in  order 
to  repair  his  (nattered  fortune.  He  turned  Me- 
tbodijl)  and  foon  began  to  manifeft  a  kind  of 
fpiritual  fondnefs  for  a  pious  fifter.  He  wooed 
her  according  to  the  directions  of  the  rubric, 
fent  her  fermons  inftead  of  billet-doux,  "  greeted 
"  her  with  an  holy  kifs,"  and  obtained  his 
miftrefs  by  appearing  in  every  refpect  a  thorough 
devotee.  But  alas  !  the  good  gentleman  could 
never  be  prevailed  on  to  comply  with  religious 
ordinances,  or  appear  any  more  at  church  or 
meeting  after  the  performance  of  the  marriage 
ceremony.  The  loweft  of  the  vulgar  alfo,  for 
thek  peculiar  ends,  frequently  become  fedtaries. 
They  avail  themfelves  of  a  mock  converfion  to 
redeem  their  loft  characters  j  and,  like  criminals 
at  Rome,  make  the  church  a  fancluary  for  vil- 
lainy. By  this  artifice  they  recommend  them- 
felves to  the  charity  of  weak  but  well-meaning 

Chriftians, 
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Chriftians,  and  often  infmuate  themfelves  as 
fervants  into  MetbodiJJ  families. 

LE  SAGE,  with  his  ufual  humour,  reprefents 
G'tl  Bias  as  wonderfully  charmed  with  the  feem- 
ing  fan&ity  of  Amtoofe  de  Lamela*  when  he  took 
him  into  his  fervice  j  and  Gil  Bias  is  even  not 
offended  at  his  remiflhefs  the  very  firft  night, 
when  his  new  fervant  tells  him,  that  it  was 
owing  to  his  attending  his  devotions :  but  it 
foon  appears,  that  this  fly  valet  had  been  em- 
ployed in  concerting  the  robbery  of  his  mafter. 
A  due  attention  to  religion  is  fo  rare  a  quality  in 
all  ranks  of  people,  that  I  am  far  from  blaming 
it  in  fervants :  but  when  I  fee  their  religion 
(hewing  itfelf  in  lazinefs,  and  obferve  them  neg- 
le&ing  their  common  bufmefs  under  the  pretext 
of  performing  a£ts  of  fupererogation,  I  am  apt 
to  queftion  their  fincerity,  and  to  take  every 
fervant  of  that  kind  for  a  mere  St.  jlmbrofe. 
An  old  Moravian  aunt  of  mine,  of  whom  I  have 
formerly  made  worthy  mention,  would  never 
have  any  fervants,  who  did  not  belong  to  the 
fociety  of  the  United  Brethren.  But  fo  little  did 
the  good  lady's  endeavours  to  preferve  virtue  and 
a  fpirit  of  devotion  in  her  houfe  fucceed,  that 
the  generality  of  the  men  fell  into  evil  courfes, 
and  moft  of  the  pious  fifterhood  left  the  family 
with  big  bellies. 

K  5  I  WOULD 
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I  WOULD  not  be  thought  to  deny  my  fellow- 
fubje&s  full  liberty  of  confcience,  and  all  the  be- 
nefits of  the  Toleration  A& ;  yet  I  cannot  help 
regarding  thefe  weak,  if  not  ill-meant  divifions 
from  the  eftablifhed  church,  as  a  dangerous  kind 
of  Free-thinking ;  not  fo  {hocking  indeed,  as  the 
impious  avowal  of  atheifm  and  infidelity,  but 
often  attended  with  the  fame  bad  confequences. 
A  religion,  founded  on  madnefs  and  enthufiafm, 
is  almoft  as  bad  as  no  religion  at  all  ;  and  what  is 
worft,  the  unhappy  errors  of  particular  Se&s  ex- 
pofe  the  pureft  religion  in  the  world  to  the  feoffs 
of  unbelievers.  Shallow  witlings  exercife  their 
little  talents  for  ridicule  on  matters  of  religion, 
and  fall  into  atheifm  and  blafphemy  in  order  to 
avoid  bigotry  and  enthufiafm.  The  abfurdities 
of  the  Sectaries  ftrengthen  them  in  their  ridiculous 
notions,  and  produce  many  other  evils,  as  will 
appear  from  the  following  fhort  hiftory. 

IN  the  glorious  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth  there 
refided  in  thefe  kingdoms  a  worthy  lady,  called 
RELIGION.  She  was  remarkable  for  the  fweet- 
nefs  of  her  temper  j  which  was  chearful  without 
levity,  and  grave  without  morofenefs.  She  was 
alfo  particularly  decent  in  her  drefs  as  well  as 
behaviour  j  and  preferved  with  uncommon 
mildnefs  the  ftri&eft  regularity  in  her  family, 
Though  (he  had  a  noble  genius,  led  a  veiy  fober 

life, 
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life,  and  attended  church  conftantly  every  Sunday, 
yet  in  tkofe  days  {he  kept  the  beft  company, 
was  greatly  admired  by  the  Queen,  and  was 
even  intimate  with  moft  of  the  Maids  of  Honour. 
What  became  of  her  and  her  family,  is  not 
known  :  but  it  is  very  certain,  that  they  have 
at  prefent  no  connection  with  the  polite  world. 
Some  affirm,  that  the  line  is  extinct  :  though  I 
have  indeed  been  told,  that  the  late  Bifhop  Berkley, 
and  the  prefent  Biftiops  of  ***  and  ***  are 
defcended  from  the  principal  branches  of  it,  and 
that  fome  few  of  the  family  are  refidcnt  on  fmall 
livings  in  the  country. 

WE  are  told  by  a  certain  fafhionable  author, 
that  there  were  formerly  two  men  in  a  mad-houfe 
at  Paris,  one  of  whom  imagined  himfelf  the 
FATHER,  and  the  other  the  SON.  In  like 
manner,  no  fooner  did  the  good  lady  RELIGION 
difappear,  but  fhe  was  perfonated  by  a  crazy  old 
beldam,  called  SUPERSTITION.  But  the  cheat 
was  inftantly  difcovered  :  for,  inftcad  of  the  mild 
difcipline,  with  which  her  predeceflbr  ruled  her 
family,  flie  governed  entirely  by  feverity,  racks, 
wheels,  gibbets,  fword,  fire  and  faggot.  Inftead 
of  chearfulnefs,  (he  introduced  gloom  ;  was  per-, 
petually  crofling  herfelf  with  holy  water;  and, 
to  avert  the  terrible  judgments  of  which  £he  was 
K  6  hourly 


204  Me  CONNOISSEUR.  N°.  61. 
hourly  in  fear,  (lie  compiled  a  new  almanack, 
in  which  flie  wonderfully  multiplied  the  number 
of  red  letters.  After  a  miferable  life  (he  died 
melancholy  mad,  but  left  a  will  behind  her,  in 
which  flie  bequeathed  a  very  considerable  fum  to 
build  an  hofpital  for  religious  lunatics ;  which, 
I  am  informed,  will  fpeedily  be  built  on  the  fame 
ground,  where  the  Foundery,  that  celebrated 
Metbodijl  meeting-houfe,  now  ftands. 

SUPERSTITION  left  behind  her  a  fon  called 
ATHEISM,  begot  on  her  by  a  Moravian  teacher 
at  one  of  their  Love-Feafts.  ATHEISM  foon 
fhewed  himfelf  to  be  a  moft  profligate  abandoned 
fellow.  He  came  very  early  upon  town,  and 
was  a  remarkable  Blood.  Among  his  other  frolicks 
he  commenced  author,  and  is  faid  to  have  written 
in  concert  with  lord  Bolingbroke.  After  having 
fquandered  a  large  fortune,  he  turned  gamefter, 
then  pimp,  and  then  highwayman  ;  in  which 
laft  occupation  he  was  foon  detected,  taken,  and 
thrown  into  Newgate.  He  behaved  very  impu- 
dently in  the  Condemned  Hole,  abufed  the  Or- 
dinary whenever  that  gentleman  attended  him, 
and  encouraged  all  his  fellow-prifoners,  in  the 
Newgate  phrafe,  to  die  hard.  When  he  came 
to  the  gallows,  inftead  of  the  pfalm  he  fung  a 
bawdy  catch,  threw  away  the  book,  and  bid 

Jack 
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Jack  Ketch  tuck  him  up  like  a  gentleman.    Many 
of  his  relations  were  prefent  at  the  execution, 
and  (hook  their  heads,    repeating  the  words  of 
Mat    in    the   Beggar's  Opera,    "  Poor   fellow ! 
"  we  are  forty  for  you  j  but  it  is  what  we  muft 
"  all  come  to," 
O 

NUMB.  LXII.     Thurfday,  April  3,   1755. 

•          Qualem  Cereris  vult  efle  facerdos.       Juv. 

What  female,  though  to  Papal  modes  they  run, 
Would  brook  the  life  and  manners  of  a  Nun  ? 

HAV  ING  lately  informed  my  readers, 
that  the  FEMALE  PARLIAMENT  is  now 
fitting,  I  fhall  proceed  to  lay  before  them  the 
fubftance  of  a  Debate,  that  happened  in  the 
Committee  of  Religion,  and  which  was  unexpect- 
edly occafioned  by  a  Motion  that  was  made  by 
Mifs  Grave-airs.  This  Committee  had  long  been 
looked  upon  as  ufelefs,  but  for  form  fake  conti- 
nued to  meet,  though  it  was  adjourned  immedi- 
ately :  But  one  day,  there  being  more  members 
prefent  than  ufual,  the  Chair-woman  was  no 
fooner  in  the  Chair,  than  the  lady  abovementioned 
addreffed  her  in  the  following  fpeech. 


206      W*  CONNOISSEUR.    N°.  62. 

MADAM, 

IT  is  with  no  lefs  furprife  than  concern,  that 
I  reflect  on  the  danger,  to  which  the  greater 
part  of  my  fex,  either  through  ignorance  or  choice, 
are  now  expofed  i  and  I  have  the  ftrongeft  reafons 
to  believe,  that  nothing  but  the  vigorous  and 
timely  Refolutions  of  this  wife  Aflembly  can 
prevent  them  from  changing  their  religion,  and 
becoming  ROMAN  CATHOLICS.  What  fubjeffc 
can  be  more  interefting  and  important  to  Us, 
whether  we  confider  ourfelves  as  a  Committee  of 
Religion,  a  Parliament  of  Women,  or  an  Aflembly 
of  Proteftants  ?  Was  fuch  a  defign  to  be  carried 
into  execution,  the  free  ufe  of  our  tongues  wouW 
be  taken  away  j  we  fliould  never  be  fuffered  per- 
haps to  fpeak  to  the  other  fex,  but  through  grates 
and  bars  ;  and  this  place  of  our  Aflembly  would 
probably  be  the  abode  of  Nuns  and  Friers.  But 
left  you  fhould  think  me  thus  alarmed  without 
reafon,  I  fhall  now  lay  before  you  the  grounds  of 
my  complaint;  that,  if  it  is  not  too  late,  we 
may  prevent  the  evil,  or,  if  it  is,  we  may 
remove  it, 

MY  fears  are  grounded  on  thofe  remarks,  that 
have  long  been  made  on  the  Drefs  of  the  fex. 
Conftant  as  the  men  have  {tiled  us  to  the  love  of 

change, 
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change,  little  have  they  imagined,  that  Popery 
was  invariably  the  obje&,  to  which  every  inno- 
vation was  defigned  to  lead.  So  long  ago  as 
when,  to  the  honour  of  our  fex,  a  Queen  was 
upon  the  throne,  it  was  the  fa(hion,  as  we  may 
learn  from  *  Pope,  for  the  ladies  to  wear  upon 
their  breafts  a  flaming  CROSS.  The  fame 
fafhion  has  been  tranfmitted  to  the,  prefent  times. 
What,  Madam,  is  this  but  downright  Popery? 
In  the  Catholic  countries  they  are  contented 
with  erecting  Crucifixes  in  their  roads  and 
churches ;  but  alas !  in  this  Proteftant  kingdom 
Crofles  are  alike  to  be  feen  in  places  facred  and 
profane,  the  court,  the  play-houfe, — and  (pardon 
me  ladies)  this  venerable  Aflernbly  itfelf  is  not 
without  them.  I  am  apt  to  fufpeft,  that  this 
heterodox  introduction  of  the  Crofs  into  the  fe- 
male drefs  had  an  higher  original  than  the  days 
of  Queen  Anne,  whofe  affection  for  the  Church 
was  very  well  known.  It  feems  rather  to  have 
been  imported  among  us,  together  with  the 
J'fuiis,  by  the  Popifli  conforts  of  the  firft  or 
fecond  Cbarks :  or  perhaps  the  ladies  firft  wore 
it  in  complaifance  to  the  Englijh  Pope  Joany 
Queen  Mary.  This  much  is  certain,  that  at 
the  fame  time  our  pious  reformer  Queen 

•  Vft*  Itr  trtaft  •  ftarkl!»g  Croft  jbt  wore, 
Jtw  miibt  *i/i,  and  Infidel*  aJore. 

Rape  «f  the  Lock* 
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Elizabeth  expelled  the  Crofs  from  our  altars,  {he 
effectually  fecured  the  necks  of  our  ladies  from  this 
fuperftition,  by  the  introdu&ion  of  the  Ruff. 

THE  next  part  of  our  drefs  that  I  fhall  men- 
tion, which  favours  of  Popery,  is  the  CAPU- 
CHIN. This  garment  in  truth  has  a  near  re- 
femblance  to  that  of  the  Frier,  whofe  name  it 
bears.  Our  grandmothers  had  already  adopted 
the  HOOD  ;  their  daughters  by  a  gradual  advance 
introduced  the  reft  ;  but  far  greater  improvements 
were  ftill  in  ftore  for  Us.  We  all  of  us  remem- 
ber, for  it  is  not  above  two  years  ago,  how  all 
colours  were  neglected  for  that  of  PURPLE.  In 
Purple  we  glowed  from  the  hat  to  the  flioe ;  and 
in  fuch  requeft  were  the  ribbands  and  filks  of  that 
favourite  colour,  that  neither  the  milliner,  mer- 
cer, nor  dyer  himfelf  could  anfwer  the  demand. 
Who  but  muft  think,  that  this  arofe  from  Popifh 
principles  ?  And  though  it  may  be  urged,  that 
the  admired  Fanny,  who  firft  introduced  it,  is  no 
Nun,  yet  you  all  may  remember,  that  the  Church 
of  Rome  herfelf  has  been  ftyled  the  SCARLET, 
or  as  fome  render  it,  the  PURPLE  WHORE. 

B  u  T  to  prove  indifputably  our  manifeft  ap- 
proaches to  Popery,  let  me  now  refer  you  to 
that  fafhionable  cloak,  which  (forry  I  am  to  fee  it) 

ir 
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is  wore  by  the  far  greater  part  even  of  this 
Aflembly,  and  which  indeed  is  with  great  pro- 
priety ftyled  the  CARDINAL.  For  were  his 
Holinefs  the  Pope  to  be  introduced  among  us, 
he  would  almoft  fancy  himfelf  in  his  own  Con- 
clave :  and  were  I  not  too  well  acquainted  with 
my  fitters  principles,  I  myfelf  mculd  be  induced 
to  think,  that  to  thofe  in  fuch  grave  attire  nothing 
but  a  cloyfter  and  a  grate  was  wanting.  As  to 
thofe  of  gayer  colours,  you  need  not  be  told, 
that  there  are  White  and  Grey  Friers  abroad  as 
well  as  Black  j  and  as  the  Englifi  are  fo  remark- 
able for  improving  on  their  originals,  we  (hall 
not  then  be  furprifed  at  the  variety  of  colours 
that  appear  among  us, 

IT  has  been  whifpered  too,  that  fome  of  my 
filters  have  been  fo  fond  of  the  Monkifti  aufteri- 
ties,  as  to  have  their  heads  fhaved.  This  I  do 
not  aver  of  my  own  knowledge  j  but,  if  it  is  fo, 
they  ftill  condefcend  to  wear  artificial  locks : 
though  it  would  not  be  at  all  ftrange,  if  they  alfo 
(hould  foon  be  laid  afide,  as  they  are  already 
prepared  for  it  by  leaving  off  their  caps.  I  {hall 
only  defire  you  ftill  farther  to  reflect,  how  fafhiort- 
able  it  is  for  the  ladies  to  fliine  with  borrowed 
faces ;  and  then  I  believe  you  will  readily  allow, 
that  their  votaries,  the  men,  are  in  great  danger 

alfo 
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alfo  of  being  feduced  to  Popery  ;  fince  do  they 
not  already,  by  the  compliments  they  pay  to 
a  painted  face,  addrefs  an  Image  and  adore  a 
Piaure  ? 

WHAT  has  now  been  faid  will  induce  you, 
I  hope  to  pay  a  proper  regard  to  the  following 
Refolutions  ;  which,  1  humbly  move,  may  be 
agreed  to  by  this  Committee,  and  reprefented  to 
the  Houfe. 

Refolved, 

That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee, 
that  in  order  to  prevent  the  growth  of  Popery, 
no  garments  {hall  for  the  future  be  imported,  of 
Popifh  make,  or  diftinguifhed  by  Popifh  names. 

Refehed, 

That  in  order  to  inforce  a  due  obedience 
every  one  fliall  be  obliged  to  practife  the  aufteri- 
ties  of  the  Se&  they  imitate;  fo  that,  for  example, 
the  Cardinals  fhall  be  compelled  to  lead  a  fmgle 
life,  and  the  Capuchins  to  go  bare-foot. 


It  is  recommended  that,  as  a  farther  fan&ion 
to  the  bill  propofed,  every  offender,  who  {haH 
be  deemed  incorrigible,  fhall  be  barrifhed  from 

all 
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all  routs,  and  tranfported  to  her  country  feat  for 
feven  winters. 

THIS  motion  was  ftrongly  feconded  by  lady 
MentFem ;  who  urged  in  it's  fupport  that  to  her 
certain  knowledge,  many  of  the  fex  very  frequently 
aflembled  at  one  another's  houfes,  and  particu- 
larly on  the  Sabbath,  where  Mafs  Books  were 
actually  laid  before  them,  and  the  warmeft  ado- 
ration paid  to  fome  fmall  Pictures  or  painted 
Images,  which,  {he  was  told,  refembled  fome 
Kings  and  Queens  that  had  been  long  canonized  : 
and  the  Offerings,  that  were  conftantly  made  at 
their  Shrines,  would  (flie  faid)  be  found,  on  a 
moderate  computation,  to  exceed  thofe  that  were 
formerly  made  at  the  tomb  of  Thomas  a  Becket. 
She  added,  that  after  the  Catholic  cuftom,  they 
always  fafted  on  thofe  nights,  or,  if  they  fupped  at 
all,  it  was  only  on  FISH. 

THE  chief  fpeaker  on  the  other  fide  of  the 
queftion  was  lady  Smart,  one  of  the  reprefenta- 
tives  for  Grofuenor-Square ;  who  by  the  bye  was 
ftrongly  fufpe<Sted  of  being  a  prejudiced  perfon, 
her  enemies  not  denying  that  fhe  had  charms, 
which  could  almoft  fan&ify  error  itfelf.  Nobody, 
(he  faid,  could  fufpe&  the  fex  of  inclining  to 
Popery,  who  obfcrved  the  averfion  they  all  difco- 

vered 
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vered  to  a  fingle  life.  The  ufes  of  the  obnoxious 
garments  were  allowed  to  be  many ;  the  names  at 
leaft  were  innocent :  and  the  cry  againft  them, 
fhe  was  fure,  could  only  be  raifed  by  the  old  and 
the  ugly ;  fmce  nothing  could  be  fo  fantaftic,  as 
not  to  become  a  pretty  woman. 

HER  ladyftiip  was  joined  by  the  Beauties  pre- 
fent;  but  they  being  few,  their  objections  were 
over-ruled,  and  the  Motion  was  carried.  The 
next  day  the  Houfe,  on  receiving  the  Report, 
after  fome  debate  agreed  to  the  Refolutions,  and 
a  Bill  was  ordered  to  be  prepared  and  brought 
in  accordingly.  Though  at  the  fame  time 
they  were  of  opinion,  Nem.  Con.  that,  if  the 
FIG-LEAF  BILL  took  place,  thefe  reftri&ions 
would  be  quite  needlefs. 


L. 
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NUMB.  LXIII.    Thurfday^  April  10,  1755. 
E t  nati  natorum,  et  qui  nafcentur  ab  illis. 

VlRG. 

From  a  long  line  ofGrandams  draws  his  Blood, 
And  count*  his  great  great  Grand/ires  from  the  Flood. 

To      Mr.      T  0  WN. 

SIR,  Cambridge ',  April  4. 

IF  you  are  a  true  fportfman,  and  have  the 
honour  of  the  Turf  at  heart,  you  muft  have 
obferved  with  the  utmoft  concern  a  late  account 
in  the  news-papers,  that  "  WHITE-NOSE  died 
**  at  Doncajler  of  a  mortification  in  his  foot." 
An  article  of  this  nature,  and  at  fuch  a  time, 
muft  ftrike  a  damp  on  all  gentlemen  breeders; 
and  for  my  part  I  cannot  help  looking  on  the 
prefent  races  at  Newmarket^  as  funeral  games  in 
honour  of  the  memory  of  WHITE-NOSE.  The 
death  of  a  ftallion  of  fuch  confequence  is  a  public 
calamity  to  all  Knowing  Ones  in  the  kingdom ; 
nor  does  fuch  an  accident  bring  with  it  the  leaft 
confolation ;  efpecially  fmce  it  is  not  the  fafhion 
to  PIT  the  lives  of  horfes,  as  well  as  men, 

againft  each  other. 

ITALIAN 
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ITALIAN  grey-hounds,  Dutch  lap-dogs,  mon- 
keys, and  maccaws,  have  been  honoured  with 
monuments  and  epitaphs.  But  a  race-horfe  as 
much  furpafies  thefe  infignificant  animals,  as 
WHITE-NOSE  was  fuperior  to  a  pack-horfe : 
and  I  cannot  but  think,  that  an  obelilk  (with 
a  proper  infcription  drawn  up  by  Meflieurs  Heber 
and  Pond)  ftiould  be  ereded  near  Devils-Ditch 
or  Choak-Jade  on  Newmarket  Heathy  in  honour 
«o  his  memory.  With  what  aftonimment  might 
we  then  read  of  his  powerful  deep  rate,  by  which 
all  the  horfes  that  ran  againft  him  were  no-where  ? 
With  what  rapture  {hould  we  then  recount  his 
rapid  victories  in  the  field,  (more  furprifmg  than 
thofe  of  the  duke  of  Marlborough)  by  which  he 
WON  Tewkejbury,  WON  Chipping -Norton,  WON 
Lincoln,  WON  York,  &c  ?  But,  above  all,  we 
(hould  admire  the  noble  BLOOD  which  flowed  in 
his  veins,  and  with  reverence  contemplate  the 
illuftrtous  names  of  his  great,  great,  great,  great 
grandfires  and  grandams.  There  is  not  the  leaft 
flaw  in  the  BLOOD  of  WHITE-NOSE'S  family : 
and  his  epitaph  might  conclude,  in  imitation  of 
that  famous  one  on  the  duke  of  Neuvca/ile's  mo- 
nument, "  that  all  the  Sons  were  remarkable 
««  Stallions,  and  all  the  Daughters  excellent 
"  Breeders." 
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THE  pedigree  of  our  race-horfes  have  been 
always  preferved  with  as  much  care  and  exa&- 
nefs,  as  the  Tree  of  Defcent  among  the  family 
of  a  Spanijh  grandee  or  PoKJb  nobleman  j  nor 
does  the  Welcbman  derive  greater  honour  from 
proving  himfelf  the  fiftieth  coufin  to  Cadwallader 
or  Caraftacus  through  a  long  line  of  David  Ap 
Shenkinsy  Ap  Morgan:^  Ap  Powells^  Ap  Prices, 
than  the  horfe  by  being  half  brother  to  the 
Godolpbin  Barb,  or  full  coufin  by  the  dam's  fide 
to  the  Bloody  Shouldered  Arabian.  The  Romans 
were  no  lefs  curious  in  the  breed  of  their  horfes, 
and  paid  the  greateft  honours  to  thofc,  that  beat 
the  whole  CIRCUS  hollow.  They  even  creeled 
monuments  to  their  memory;  of  which  Lypjius 
gives  us  the  following  remarkable  inftance.  Cla- 
riffime  lapis  vetus9  quern  Roma  olim  vidi  et  exfcripji. 
In  media  vir  eft,  qui  dextra  baculumy  fmtflra  pabulum 
tenet :  extrinfecus  duo  funt  ajjilientes  equi  cum  ge- 
mma infcriptione -y — AqyiLO,  Nepos  AQUJLONJS 
vicit  cxxx.  Jecundas  tulit  Ixxxviii.  tertias  tulit 
xxxvii. — Altera, — HIRPINUS,  Nepos  AQUI- 
LONIS  vicit  cxiv.  fecundas  tulit  Ivi.  tertias  tulit 
xxxvi.  Habes  itaque .ipfum  hie  HIRPINUM,  atque 
adeo  ejus  Avum  AO^UILONEM.  I  could  wifh, 
that  the  fame  honours  were  paid  to  our  horfes : 
I  would  at  leaft  propofe,  that  the  names,  pedi- 
grees, and  a  lift  of  the  plates  won  by  viftorious 

horfes, 
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horfes,  fhould  be  infcribed  on  the  pofts  of  all 
courfes,  where  they  have  made  themfelves  famous. 
Thefe  memorials  might  ferve  to  perpetuate  the 
renown  of  our  racers,  and  would  furnifh  pofterity 
with  a  more  complete  hiftory  of  the  Turf  than 
the  Spartftnan*  Calendar. 

You  will  undoubtedly  obferve,  Mr.  TOWN, 
that  in  the  extract  concerning  horfes,  with 
which  I  have  juft  prefented  you  from  Lypfiusy  a 
man  is  alfo  mentioned  ;  the  account  of  whom 
would,  if  modernized,  run  in  the  following 
terms.  "  In  the  middle  of  the  monument  flood 
"  a  man  with  a  whip  in  his  right  hand,  and  a 
"  feed  of  corn  in  his  left."  Hence  it  appears, 
that  the  Romans  intended  to  do  honour  to  the 
charioteer  as  well  as  the  horfes ;  and  it  is  a  pity, 
that  we  do  not  alfo  imitate  them  in  this  particu- 
lar, and  pay  equal  refped  to  our  Jockeys.  The 
chariot-race  was  not  more  celebrated  among  the 
ancients,  than  the  horfe-race  is  at  prefent  j 
and  the  Circus  at  Rome  never  drew  together  fo 
noble  an  afiembly  as  the  modern  Courfe.  Nor 
do  I  fee  any  reafon,  why  Theron  fhould  be  more 
applauded  for  carrying  off  the  prize  at  EKs  or 
Pifay  than  Tom  Marjhal  for  winning  the  plate  at 
York  or  Newmarket.  The  charioteers  of  old 
were,  indeed,  compofed  of  the  greateft  princes 

and 
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and  perfons  of  the  firft  rank,  who  prided  them- 
felves  on  their  dexterity  in  managing  the  reins, 
and  driving  their  own  chariots.  In  this  they 
have  been  imitated  by  feveral  of  our  modern 
gentry,  who  value  themfelves  on  being  excellent 
coachmen  :  and  it  is  with  infinite  pleafure,  that 
I  have  lately  obferved  perfons  of  faftiion  at  all 
races  affe6t  the  drefs  and  manners  of  groomtf. 
And  as  gentlemen,  like  the  ancient  charioteers, 
begin  to  enter  the  race  themfelves,  and  ride 
their  own  horfes,  it  is  probable,  that  we  {hall 
foon  fee  the  beft  Jockeys  among  the  firft  of 
our  nobility. 

THAT  the  encomiums  of  the  horfe  fliould  fo 
frequently  be  enlarged  on,  without  entering  into 
the  praifes  of  the  Jockey,  is  indeed  fomething 
wonderful ;  when  we  confider  how  much  the 
beaft  is  under  his  direction,  and  that  the  ftrength 
and  fleetnefs  of  Viftorious  or  Driver  would  be  of 
no  ufe  without  the  fkill  and  honefty  of  the  rider. 
Large  fums  have  been  loft  by  an  horfe  running, 
accidentally  without  doubt,  on  the  wrong  fide  of 
the  poft  ;  and  We  Knowing-Ones,  Mr.  TOWN, 
have  frequently  feen  great  dexterity  and  ma- 
nagement exerted,  in  contriving  that  one  of 
the  beft  horfes  in  the  field  fhould  be  diftanced. 
The  Jockey  has,  indeed,  fo  great  a  fliare  in  the 
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fuccefs  of  the  race,  that  every  man,  who  has 
ever  betted  five  pounds,  is  acquainted  with  his" 
confequence ;  and  does  not  want  to  be  told, 
that  the  victory  depends  at  leaft  as  often  on  the 
rider  as  the  horfe. 

I  CANNOT  help  agreeing  with  Lady  Pentweazle 
in  the  farce,  that  "  if  there  was  as  much  care  taken 
"  in  the  breed  of  the  human  fpecies,  as  there  is 
"  in  that  of  dogs  and  of  horfes,  we  fhould  not 
"  have  fo  many  puny  half-formed  animals  as  we 
"  daily  fee  among  us  :"  and  every  thorough 
fportfman  very  well  knows,  that  as  much  art  is 
required  in  bringing  up  a  Jockey,  as  the  beaft 
he  is  to  ride.  In  every  refpeft  the  fame  care 
muft  he  had  to  keep  him  in  wind ;  and  he 
muft  be  in  like  manner  dieted,  put  in  fweats, 
and  exercifed,  to  bring  him  down  to  a  proper 
weight.  Much  depends  upon  the  fize  of  the 
man  as  well  as  horfe  :  for  a  rider  of  the  fame 
dimenfions  with  a  grenadier  would  no  more  be 
fit  to  come  upon  the  Turf  as  a  Jockey,  than  an 
aukward  thing  taken  out  of  the  (hafts  of  a  dray 
could  ever  appear  at  the  ftarting  pofr.  as  a  race- 
horfc.  This  is  obvious  to  every  one  ;  and  I 
could  not  help  fmiling  at  what  my  landlord  at 
the  White  Bear  faid  the  other  day  to  a  little 
fellow-commoner  of  St.  Johns,  (who  would  fain 

be 
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be  thought  a  Knowing  One)  by  way  of  compli- 
ment :  "  My  worthy  matter,  faid  the  landlord, 
"  it  is  a  thoufand  pities  you  {hould  be  a  gownf- 
"  man,  when  you  would  have  made  fuch  a  fpe- 
«  cial  poftboy  or  Jockey." 

MY  chief  inducement  to  write  to  you  at  pre- 
fent,  Mr.  Tow  N,  was  to  defire  you  to  ufe  your 
endeavours  to  bring  the  Jockey  into  equal 
efteem  with  the  animal  he  beftrides ;  and  to  beg, 
that  you  would  promote  the  fettling  an  efta- 
blifhed  fcheme  for  the  prefervation  of  his  breed. 
In  order  to  this  I  would  humbly  propofe,  that 
a  ftud  for  the  Jockeys  {hould  be  immediately 
built  near  the  (tables  at  Newmarket  j  that  their 
genealogies  {hould  be  duly  regiftered ;  that  the 
breed  {hould  be  crofled  as  occafion  might  require, 
and  that  the  beft  horfemen,  and  of  the  lighteft 
weights,  {hould  intermarry  with  the  full  fitters  of 
thofe  who  had  won  moft  plates  ;  and,  in  a  word, 
the  fame  methods  ufed  for  the  improvement  of 
the  Jockeys  as  their  horfes.  I  have  here  fent 
you  the  exa&  pedigree  of  a  famous  Jockey, 
taken  with  all  that  care  juft  now  prefcribed  :  and 
I  doubt  not,  if  my  fcheme  was  univerfally  put 
in  execution,  but  we  {hould  excel  all  other 
nations  in  our  horfemen,  as  we  already  do  in 
our  horfes. 

L2  To 
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To    RIDE    this    SEASON. 

AN  able  JOCKEY,  fit  to  ftart  for  Match,  Sweep- 
flakes,  or  King's  Plate ;  wellfized;  can  mount 
twelve  Stone,  or  ftrip  to  a  Feather;  is  found  Wind 
and  Limb,  and  free  from  Blemilhes.  He  was  got  by 
Yorkfiirc  Tom,  out  of  a  full  fifter  to  DeptfordNan: 
His  Dam  was  got  by  the  noted  Matchim  Tim:  ;  his 
Grandam  was  the  German  Princefs  ',  and  his  Great 
Grandam  was  Daughter  to  Flanders  Moll.  His  Sire 
won  the  King's  Place  at  York  and  Hamlleton,  the 
Lady's  Subfcription  Purfe  at  Nottingham,  the  Give- 
and-Take  at  Lincoln,  and  the  Sweep-Stakes  at  Neiv- 
market.  His  Grandfire  beat  Dick  Rogers  at  Epfom  and 
Burford,  and  Patrick  M*Cutt'em  over  the  Curragb  of 
Kildare.  His  Great  Grandfire,  and  Great  Great 
Grandfire,  rode  for  King  Charles  the  fecond  :  and 
fo  noble  is  the  Blood,  which  flows  in  this  Jockey's 
Veins,  that  none  of  his  Family  were  ever  Diftanced, 
Stood  above  Five  Feet  Five,  or  Weighed  more 
than  Twelve  Stone. 

W 


NUMB. 


N°.64.    The  CONNOISSEUR.       221 


NUMB.  LXIV.   Tburfday^  April  17,   1755. 


Canes   legates  mifere,  • 

Ut  fefe  eriperent  hominum  contumeliis. 

PHJEDR. 


Pointer^  Majllff^  Lap-dogs  fue  for  help, 
With  many  a  doleful  bowly  and  piteous  yelp. 

RETURNING  the  other  night  from  the 
coffee-houfe,  where  I  had  juft  been  reading 
the  *  Votes,  I  found  myfelf  on  a  fudden  op- 
prefled  by  a  drowfmefs,  that  feemed  to  promife 
me  as  found  a  repofe  in  my  great  chair,  as  my 
dog  already  enjoyed  by  the  fire-fide.  I  willingly 
indulged  it  ;  and  had  hardly  clofed  my  eyes,  be- 
fore I  fell  into  the  following  dream. 

METH  OUGHT  the  door  of  my  room  on 
a  fudden  flew  open,  and  admitted  a  great  va- 
riety of  Dogs  of  all  forts  and  fizes,  from  the 
maftiff  to  the  lap-dog.  I  was  furprized  at  this 
appearance  j  but  my  amazement  was  much  en- 
creafed,  when  I  faw  a  large  Grey-hound  ad- 

*  A  Bill  had  been  brought  into  Parliament  for  laying  a 
Tax  upon  Dogs. 

L  3  vancing 
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vancing  towards  me,  and  heard  him  thus  addrefs 
me  in  an  human  voice. 

"  You  cannot,  Sir,  be  ignorant  of  the  panic 
that  prevails  among  all  our  fpecies,  on  account 
of  a  fcheme  now  on  foot  for  our  deftrudion. 
That  flaughter,  which  was  formerly  made 
among  the  wolves  of  this  land,  and  in  which 
our  anceflors  bore  fo  large  a  fhare,  is  now 
going  to  be  revived  among  Us.  I,  for  my 
own  part,  have  no  hopes  of  efcaping,  as  you 
will  eaiily  judge  when  you  hear  my  cafe.  My 
mafter  owes  his  fubfiftence  to  his  labour,  and 
with  his  wages  can  juft  maintain  me  and  his 
three  children.  In  return,  I  now  and  then  afford 
him  a  comfortable  meal,  by  killing  him  a  rabbit 
in  the  fquire's  warren,  or  picking  up  an  hare, 
on  a  Sunday  morning.  The  other  fervices  I 
render  him  are  of  equal  importance  to  him,  and 
pleafure  to  myfelf.  I  am  his  conftant  com- 
panion to  the  field  in  the  morning,  and  back 
again  at  night:  he  knows  that  his  cloaths  and 
his  wallet  are  fafe  in  my  keeping ;  and  he  is  fure 
to  be  rouzed  on  any  midnight  alarm,  when  I 
am  in  the  houfe. 

IT  is  with  horror  I  reflect  on  the  numbers  of 
my  relations,  who  will    fwing   their   laft,    and 

againft 
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againft  whom  this  law  feems,  indeed,  to  be  levelled. 
Is  it  not  enough,  that  our  merits  are  negle&ed, 
and  thought  inferior  to  thofe  of  a  flow- footed  race, 
who  inhabit  a  fpacious  kennel  in  the  fqu ire's 
yard,  and  who  are  as  many  hours  in  killing  an 
hare  as  we  are  minutes  ?  Yet  they  are  kept  by 
the  great,  attended  by  the  noble,  and  every  day 
treated  with  horfe-flcfh  ;  while  I  live  among  the 
poor,  am  threatened  by  the  rich,  and  now  pro- 
bably {hall  be  deftroyed  by  public  authority. 

I  CANNOT  deny,  but  that  the  favour  of  the 
ladies  is  frequently  extended  to  a  fmall  and  de- 
generate rare  ;  who,  though  they  bear  our  name, 
may  very  properly  be  (tiled  the  Fribbles  of  our 
fpecies.  'Tis  true,  they  are  of  foreign  extra&ion, 
which  alone  is  fufficieiit  merit}  and  feem,  indeed, 
to  be  as  much  preferred  by  the  beau  monde  to  our 
Englijh  Grey- hounds,  as  their  countrymen  in  the 
Haymarket  are  to  our  Englijh  fingers.  But  though 
this  breed  is  fo  diminutive,  that  I  myfelf  have 
courfed  one  of  them  for  an  hare,  yet  I  will 
venture  to  pronounce,  that,  be  the  tax  what  it 
will,  not  a  Fido  in  the  land  will  be  facrificed 
to  the  laws. 

OUR  requeft  to  you  is  to  difplay  cur  merits 

to  the  world,  and  convince  mankind  of  the  in- 

L  4  nocencc 
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nocence  of  our  intentions,  and  the  hardfhips 
that  we  already  labour  under.  Though  I  have 
enlarged  on  my  own  cafe,  I  have  the  honour 
to  addrefs  you  in  the  name  of  all  my  brethren  ; 
fuch  of  them,  I  mean,  as  think  themfelves  en- 
dangered by  this  fcheme  for  our  deftrudtion.  At 
the  fame  time,  we  defire  you  to  apprize  the 
public  of  the  hazard  they  may  run,  by  coming 
to  an  open  rupture  ;  fince,  in  fuch  a  cafe,  the 
Maftiffs  and  the  Bull-dogs  are  determined  to 
join  their  forces,  and  will  fell  their  lives  at 
the  deareft  rate." 

THIS  laft  refolution  was  confirmed  by  a 
general  growl.  After  which  I  was  thus  ac- 
cofted  by  another  of  the  company,  of  the 
Pointing- breed. 

"  LITTLE  did  I  think,  that  the  pains  I  have 
taken,  and  the  blows  I  have  fuffered,  to  perfect 
me  in  the  art  I  profefs,  would  have  been  thus  re- 
quited. Having  loft  the  beft  of  matters  by  an 
accident  from  his  gun,  which  I  can  fcarce  ever 
think  of  without  an  howl,  I  have  now,  like  my 
friend  Smoker^  the  misfortune  to  live  with  a  poor 
man.  A  misfortune  I  muft  call  it  j  fince  alas  ! 
he  will  not  be  able  to  fave  me  from  the  halter, 
by  paying  my  ranfom.  He  too,  I  am  afraid, 

will 
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will  be  reduced  to  beggary;  fince,  at  prefent, 
I  and  his  gun  are  his  chief  fupport.  If  he  is  de- 
prived of  me,  and  thereby  prevented  from  what 
the  rich  malicioufly  term  poaching^  his  beft  re- 
fource  will  be  to  difpatch  himfelf  with  his  gun 
before  he  furrenders  it,  or  to  hang  himfelf  with 
the  fame  rope  that  ties  up  me.  When  I  was  a 
puppy,  I  was  every  day  fed  in  the  kitchen,  and 
carefled  in  the  parlour ;  and  I  have  now  a  brother, 
that  always  points  for  the  beft  of  company. 
What  though  our  race  has  been  frequently  re- 
proached ?  What  though  we,  together  with 
the  Spaniels,  have  been  accufed,  I  do  not  fay 
wrongfully,  of  crouching  to  our  enemies,  and 
licking  the  hand  that  beats  us  ?  Is  not  this  every 
day  pradifed  among  Your  fpecies  ?  And  is  it  not 
countenanced  by  the  greateft  examples?  In 
fawning  and  flattering  we  are  by  no  means  fin- 
gularj  and  crouching  and  cringing  are  not  con- 
fined to  the  brute  fpecies. 

I  VERY  heartily  fecond  the  requeft  of  my 
friend  j  and  I  doubt  not  but  the  arguments  you 
will  ufe  in  our  behalf  will  be  able  to  divert  the 
ftorm  that  threatens  us.  This  you  may  be  • 
aflured  of,  that  if  my  life  is  fpared  through  your 
means,  it  (hall  be  devoted  to  your  fervice  ;  and 
you  fhall  fup,  as  often  as  you  pleafe,  on  a 
brace  of  birds." 

L  5  THIS 


226  The  CONNOISSEUR.  N°.64. 
THIS  fpeech  was  attended  with  a  bark  of  ap- 
plaufe  j  and  I  was  next  accofted  by  a  Lap-dog, 
who,  after  dolefully  fhaking  his  ears,  began  the 
following  harangue. 

"  THOUGH  I  am  aware,  that  many  of  my 
fpecies  will  remain  unhurt  by  this  fcheme  devifed 
for  our  deftrudion.  yet  I  have  on  my  own  ac- 
count, great  reafon  to  be  alarmed.  I  was  born,  in- 
deed, in  a  noble  family  in  St.  James's  Square,  but 
unfortunately  wasr  within  thefe  three  months,  re- 
figned  over  to  my  prefent  miftrefs,  an  old  maid, 
who  has  been  through  her  whole  life  as  frugal  of 
her  money  as  her  favours.  She  is,  indeed,  fo  very 
faving,  that  I  have  more  than  once  been  beat 
for  lapping  up  her  breakfaft  cream ;  and  it  was 
but  laft  week,  that  I  was  feverely  corrected  for 
devouring  a  fheep's  heart,  for  which  fhe  had  been 
to  market  herfelf.  Such  a  miftrefs  will  undoubt- 
edly facrifice  me  to  this  cruel  tax  ;  and  though  you 
may  perhaps  imagine,  that  the  lofs  of  life  in  thefe 
circumftances  is  not  much  to  be  regretted,  yet 
death  is  a  terrible  remedy,  and  a  living  dog  is 
better  than  a  dead  lion.  But  if  fome  of  our  fpe- 
cies muft  perifli,  furely  a  regard  fhould  be  had  to 
national  merit ;  and  the  ftorm  fhould  firft  fall  on 
thofe  foreign  intruders,  who,  by  the  flatnefs  of 
their  nofes,  are  fuppofed  to  be  of  Dutch  extraction. 

If 
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If  the  ladies  alfo  have  any  regard  for  the  honour 
of  their  country,  or  any  love  remaining  for  us, 
it  becomes  them  to  take  our  cafe  into  confidera- 
tion.  And  I  make  no  doubt,  fmce  the  FEMALE 
PAR  LI  AMEN  T- is  now  fitting,  (if  you,  Sir, 
would  but  draw  up  a  petition  in  our  favour,)  as 
the  other  fex  have  taken  neceflary  precautions 
for  the  prefervation  of  the  Game,  the  ladies 
would  in  their  turn  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  pre- 
fervation of  Lap-dogs.'* 

VARIOUS  were  the  arguments,  that  many 
others  ufed  in  their  own  behalf.  The  Maftiff  in- 
fifted  on  the  protection  he  afforded  us,  and  the 
terror  he  ftruck  into  thieves  and  houfe-breakers. 
King  Charles's  black  favourites  came  fawning 
upon  me,  and  hoped  that  their  breed  might  be 
preferved  in  deference  to  the  tafte  of  fo  witty  a 
monarch.  I  could  not  help  fmiling  at  the  argu- 
ment made  ufe  of  by  a  Bull-dog  from  Norfolk ; 
who  declared,  that  he  was  fo  inftrumental  to  the 
mirth  of  the  county,  that  he  firmly  believed  they 
would  never  part  with  him  :  but  begged  at  the 
fame  time,  that,  if  fentence  muft  pafs,  it  might 
be  changed  into  banifhment,  and  that  Spain 
(where  Bull-feafts  are  held  in  fo  much  honour) 
might  be  the  place  of  his  tranfportation. 

L6  THE 
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THE  eloquence  and  gefture  of  my  four-footed 
vifiters  had  fuch  an  influence  over  me,  that  I 
was  juft  going  to  anfwer  them  in  the  manner 
they  could  wifli ;  when  my  own  Dog  on  a 
fudden  jumped  into  my  lap,  and  rouzed  me 
from  my.  dream. 

NUMB.  LXV.    Thurfday,  April  24,   1755. 


Nee  tamen  indignum  eft,  quod  vobis  cura  placendi, 
Cum  comptos  habeant  faecula  noftra  Viros. 

OVID. 

"Blame  not  the  Belles,  fmce  modern  times  can  Jhewy 
That  ape  of  female  foppery ,  call'd  a  Beau. 

To    Mr.     2*   O    W  N. 

S  I  R, 

AS  no  one  has  a  greater  refpecl  for  the  fair 
fex  than  myfelf,  I  was  highly  pleafed  with 
a  letter  inferted  fome  time  ago  in  your  paper, 
ridiculing  the  deteftable  ufe  of  paint  among  the 
ladies.  This  practice,  is,  indeed,  too  general; 
and  for  my  part,  when  I  meet  a  blooming  frefh- 
coloured  face  in  town,  I  no  more  take  it  for  the 
real  face  belonging  to  the  lady,  than-I  imagine 

Queen 
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Queen  Annes  portrait  delineated  on  a  fign-poft 
to  be  her  Majefty's  flefli  and  blood. 

BUT  this  fafhion  is  not  confined  to  the  ladies. 
I  am  afhamed  to  tell  you,  that  we  are  indebted 
to  Spanijb  Wool  for  many  of  our  mafculine  ruddy 
complexions.  .  A  pretty  fellow  lackers  his  pale 
face  with  as  many  varnifhes  as  a  fine  lady ;  and 
it  is  well  known,  that  late  hours  at  the  card-table, 
amufements  at  Haddock's,  immoderate  draughts  of 
Champagne,  and  flceping  all  night  upon  a  bulk, 
will  ftrip  the  moft  healthy  complexion  of  it's  rofes. 
Therefore,  to  repair  the  lofs,  they  are  obliged  to 
fubftitute  the  unwholefome  difguife  of  art  for  the 
native  hue  of  a  vigorous  conftitution. 

I  MUST  leave  it  to  you,  Mr.  TOWN,  or  your 
ingenious  correfpondent,  to  enlarge  upon  this 
fubjedl;  and  will  onlyjuft  appeal  to  the  ladies, 
whether  a  fmooth  fair  face  is  a-proper  recommen- 
dation of  a  man  to  their  favour ;  and  whether 
they  do  not  look  upon  thofe  of  the  other  fex 
as  a  contemptible  fort  of  rivals,  who  afpire  to  be 
thought  charming  and  pretty  ?  As  many  females 
are  alfo  confcious,  that  they  themfelves  endeavour 
to  conceal  by  art  the  defects  of  nature,  they  are 
apt  to  fufpecl  thofe  of  our  fex,  who  are  fo  very 
follicitous  to  fet  off  their  perfons ;  and,  indeed, 

I  fear 
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I  fear  it  will  be  found,  upon  examination,  that 
moft  of  our  pretty  fellows,  who  lay  on  Carmine 
are  painting  a  rotten  poft. 

I  am,   SIR, 

Your  humble  fervant, 

W.  MANLY. 

MANY  of  my  readers  will,  I  dare  fay,  be 
hardly  perfuaded,  that  this  cuftom  could  have 
ever  prevailed  as  a  branch  of  male  foppery :  But 
it  is  too  notorious,  that  our  fine  gentlemen,  in 
feveral  other  inftances  befides  the  article  of  paint, 
affect  the  foftnefs  and  delicacy  of  the  fair  fex. 
The  male  beauty  has  his  wafhes,  perfumes,  and 
cofmetics ;  and  takes  as  much  pains  to  fet  a  glofs 
on  his  complexion,  as  the  footman  in  japanning 
his  fhoes.  He  has  his  dreffing-room,  and  (which 
is  ftill  more  ridiculous)  his  Toilet  too  j  at  which 
he  fits  as  many  hours  repairing  his  battered 
countenance,  as  a  decayed  toaft  dreffing  for  a 
birth-night.  I  had  once  an  opportunity  of  taking 
a  furvey  of  one  of  thefe  Male-Toilets ;  and,  as 
fuch  a  curioiity  may  perhaps  prove  entertaining  to 
my  readers,  I  ihall  here  give  a  defcription  of  it. 

HAVING  occafion  one  morning  to  wait  on  a 
Very  Pretty  Fellow,  I  was  defired  by  the  Valet 

de  Chambre 
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de  Chambre  to  walk  into  the  dreffing-room,  a« 
his  mafter  was  not  ftirring.  I  was  accordingly 
fhewn  into  a  neat  little  chamber,  hung  round 
with  Indian  paper,  and  adorned  with  feveral  little 
images  of  Pagods  and  Bramins,  and  veflels  of 
Cheljea  China,  in  which  were  fet  various-coloured 
fprigs  of  artificial  flowers.  But  the  Toilet 
moft  excited  my  admiration ;  where  I  found 
every  thing  was  intended  to  be  agreeable  to  the 
Chlneft  tafte.  A  looking-glafs,  enclofed  in  a 
whimfical  frame  of  Chinefe  paling,  flood  upon 
a  Japan  table,  over  which  was  fpread  a  coverlid 
of  the  fineft  Chints.  I  could  not  but  obferve  a 
number  of  boxes  of  different  fizes,  which  were 
all  of  them  Japan,  and  lay  regularly  difpofed 
on  the  table.  I  had  the  curiofity  to  examine  the 
contents  of  feveral :  in  one  I  found  lip-falve, 
in  another  a  roll  of  pig-tail,  and  in  another 
the  ladies  black  flicking  plaifter;  but  the  laft 
which  I  opened  very  much  furprized  me,  as  I 
faw  nothing  in  it  but  a  number  of  little  pills.  I 
likewife  remarked,  on  one  part  of  the  table,  a 
tooth-brufli  and  fponge,  with  a  pot  of  Dele/cot's 
opiate ;  and  on  the  other  fide,  water  for  the  eyes. 
In  the  middle  flood  a  bottle  of  Eau  de  Lucey  and 
,a  roll  of  perfumed  pomatum.  Almond  paftes, 
powder-puffs,  hair-combs,  brufhes,  nippers,  and 
the  like,  made  up  the  reft  of  this  fantaftick  equi- 
page. 
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page.  But  among  many  other  whimfies,  I  could 
not  conceive  for  what  ufe  a  very  fmall  ivory  comb 
could  be  defigned,  till  the  valet  informed  me,  that 
it  was  a  comb  for  the  eye-brows. 

IT  muft  be  confefled,  that  there  are  fome  men 
of  fuch  a  delicate  make  and  filky  conftitution, 
that  it  is  no  wonder,  if  gentlemen  of  fuch  a 
lady-like  generation  have  a  natural  tendency  to 
the  refinements  and  foftnefles  of  females.  Thefe 
tender  dear  creatures  are  generally  bred  up 
immediately  under  the  wing  of  their  mammas, 
and  fcarce  fed  with  any  thing  lefs  innocent 
than  her  milk.  They  are  never  permitted  to 
ftudy,  left  it  fhould  hurt  their  eyes,  and  make 
their  heads  ache;  nor  fuffered  to  ufe  any  exer- 
cifes  like  other  boys,  left  a  fine  hand  fhould  be 
fpoiled  by  being  ufed  too  roughly.  While  other 
lads  are  flogged  into  the  five  declenfions,  and 
at  length  lamed  through  a  whole  fchool,  thefe 
pretty  mafters  are  kept  at  home  to  improve  in 
whipt-fyllabubs,  paftry,  and  face-painting.  In 
confequence  of  which,  when  other  young  fellows 
begin  to  appear  like  men,  thefe  dainty  creatures 
come  into  the  world  with  all  the  accomplifll- 
ments  of  a  lady's  woman. 


BUT 
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BUT  if  the  common  foibles  of  the  female 
world  are  ridiculous  even  in  thefe  equivocal 
half-men,  thefe  neuter  fomethings  between  male 
and  female,  how  aukwardly  muft  they  fit  upon 
the  more  robuft  and  mafculine  part  of  mankind  ? 
What  indeed  can  be  more  abfurd,  than  to  fee  an 
huge  fellow  with  the  make  of  a  porter,  and  fit  to 
mount  the  ftage  as  a  champion  at  Bronghtons 
Amphitheatre,  fitting  to  varnifh  his  broad  face 
with  paint  and  Benjamin-waft  ?  For  my  part, 
I  never  fee  a  great  looby  aiming  at  delicatejfey 
but  he  feems  as  ftrange  and  uncouth  a  figure  as 
Achilles  in  petticoats.  This  folly  is  alfo  to  be 
particularly  condemned,  when  it  appears  in  the 
more  folemn  characters  of  life,  to  which  a  gravity 
of  appearance  is  eflentialj  and  in  which  the  leaft 
mark  of  foppery  feems  as  improper,  as  a  phyfi- 
cian  would  feem  ridiculous  prefcribing  in  a  bag- 
wig,  or  a  ferjeant  pleading  in  the  Court  of  Com- 
mon Pleas  in  his  own  hair  inftead  of  a  night-cap 
perriwig.  As  I  think  an  inftance  or  two  of  this 
kind  would  {hew  this  folly  in  the  moft  ftriking 
light,  I  fhall  here  fubjoiu  two  characters ;  in 
whom,  as  it  is  moft  improper,  it  will  confe- 
quently  appear  moft  ridiculous. 

JOHN  HARDMAN  is  upwards  of  fix  feet  high, 
and  ftout  enough  to  beat  two  of  the  fturdieft 

chairmen, 
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chairmen,  that  ever  came  out  of  Ireland.  Na- 
ture, indeed,  feems  to  have  intended  John  him- 
felf  to  carry  a  chair :  but  fortune  has  enabled 
him  to  appear  in  whatever  character  he  likes  beft  j 
and  he  has  wifely  difcovered,  that  none  will  fit 
fo  eafy  on  him  as  that  of  a  pretty  fellow.  It  is 
therefore  his  ftudy  to  new-mould  his  face  and 
perfon.  He  throws  his  goggle  eyes  into  leers, 
languifhes,  and  ogles ;  and  endeavours  to  draw 
up  his  hideous  mouth,  which  extends  from  one 
ear  to  the  other,  into  a  fimper.  His  voice, 
which  is  naturally  of  a  deeper  bafs  than  an 
hurdy-gurdy,  is  in  a  manner  fet  to  a  new  tune ; 
and  his  fpeech,  which  is  very  much  tinctured 
with  the  broad  dialect  of  a  particular  county,  is 
delivered  with  fo  much  nicety  and  gentlenefs, 
that  every  word  is  minced  and  dipt,  in  order  to 
appear  foft  and  delicate.  When  he  walks,  he 
endeavours  to  move  his  unweildy  figure  along 
in  the  pert  trip,  or  eafy  fliambling  pace  of  our 
pretty  fellows :  and  he  commonly  carries  a  thin 
jemmy  flick  in  his  hand,  which  naturally  re- 
minds us  of  Hercules  with  a  diftaff. 

THE  Reverend  Mr.  JESSAMY,  (  who  took 
orders,  only  becaufe  there  was  a  good  living  in 
the  family)  is  known  among  the  ladies  by  the 
name  of  the  Beau-Parfon.  He  is,  indeed,  the 

moft 
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moft  delicate  creature  imaginable  ;  and  differs  fo 
much  from  the  generality  of  the  clergy,  that  I 
believe  the  very  fight  of  a  plumb-pudding  would 
make  him  fwoon.  Out  of  his  Canonicals,  his 
conftant  drefs  is  what  they  call  Parfon's-Blue 
lined  with  white,  a  black  fattin  waiftcoat,  velvet 
breeches,  and  filk  {lockings.  His  pumps  are  of 
dog-fkin,  made  by  Tull ;  and  it  is  faid,  that  he 
had  a  joint  of  one  of  his  toes  cut  off,  whofe 
length,  being  out  of  all  proportion,  prevented 
his  having  an  handfome  foot.  His  very  grizzle 
is  fcarce  orthodox  :  for,  though  it  would  be  open 
Schifm  to  wear  a  bag,  yet  his  wig  has  always 
a  bag  front,  and  is  properly  cropt  behind,  that 
it  may  not  eclipfe  the  lullre  of  his  diamond 
flock- buckle.  He  cannot  bear  the  thoughts  of 
being  fea-fick ;  or  elfe  he  declares  he  would 
certainly  go  abroad,  where  he  might  again  re- 
fume  his  laced  cloaths,  and  appear  like  a  gen- 
tleman in  a  bag-wig  and  fword. 


NUMB, 
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NUMB.  LXVI.    Tburfday,  May  i,   1755. 

Detrahere  et  pellem,  nitidus  qua  quifque  per  ora 
Cederet.     HOR. 

Where  all,  their  beauties  to  full  vinv  difylaydy 
May  undifguis'd  appear  in  Mafquerade. 

AMONG  the  many  exotic  diverfions,  that 
have  been  tranfplanted  into  this  country, 
there  is  no  one  more  cultivated,  or  which  feems 
to  have  taken  deeper  root  among  us,  than  that 
modeft  and  rational  entertainment  the  Mafque- 
rade.  This,  as  well  as  the  Opera,  is  originally 
of  Italian  growth,  and  was  brought  over  hither 
by  the  celebrated  Heideger\  who,  on  both  ac- 
counts, juftly  acquired  among  his  own  country- 
men the  honourable  title  of  Sur-Intendant  des 
Plat/trs  d°  Jngleterre. 

I  HAVE  called  the  Mafquerade  a  modeft  and 
rational  entertainment.  As  to  the  firft,  no  one 
can  have  the  leaft  fcruple  about  it's  innocence, 
if  he  confiders,  that  it  is  always  made  a  part  of 
the  education  of  our  polite  females  j  and  that  the 
moft  virtuous  woman  is  not  afhamed  to  appear 

there. 
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there.  If  it  be  objected,  that  a  lady  is  expofed 
to  hear  many  indecencies  from  the  men,  (as  the 
mafk  gives  them  a  privilege  to  fay  any  thing, 
though  ever  fo  rude)  it  may  be  anfwered,  that 
no  lady  is  obliged  to  take  the  affront  to  herfelf  j 
becaufe,  as  (he  goes  difguifed,  the  indignity  is 
not  offered  to  her  in  her  own  proper  perfon. 
Befides,  according  to  Dryden, 

..",  .       ..  ik  .  i  :~  •:  i  ii  -*-i* J 
She  cannot  blujh,  becaufe  they  cannot  fee. 

As  to  the  rationality  of  this  entertainment,  every 
one  will  agree  with  me,  that  thefe  midnight 
orgies  are  full  as  rational  as  fitting  up  all  night  at 
the  card-table.  Nor  is  it  more  ftrange,  that  five 
or  fix  hundred  people  fhould  meet  together  in 
difguifes  purpofely  to  conceal  themfelves,  than 
that  the  fame  number  fhould  afiemble  at  a  rout, 
where  moft  of  the  company  are  wholly  unac- 
quainted with  each  other. 

BUT  we  can  never  enough  admire  the  wit  and 
humour  of  thefe  meetings ;  which  chiefly  confifts 
in  exhibiting  the  moft  fantaftic  appearances,  that 
the  moft  whimfical  imagination  can  poflibly  de- 
vife.  A  common  perfon  may  be  content  with 
appearing  as  a  Chinefe,  a  Turk,  or  a  Frier : 
but  the  true  genius  will  ranfack,  earth,  air,  and 

feas, 
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feas,  reconcile  contradictions,  and  call  in  things 
inanimate,  as  well  as  animate  to  his  affiftance; 
and  the  more  extravagant  and  out  of  nature  his 
•drefs  can  be  contrived,  the  higher  is  the  joke. 
I  remember  one  gentleman  above  fix  foot  high, 
Who  came  to  the  Mafquerade  dreft  like  a  child 
in  a  white  frock  and  leading-firings,  attended  by 
another  gentleman  of  a  very  low  ftature,  who 
officiated  as  his  nurfe.  The  fame  witty  fpark 
took  it  into  his  head  at  another  time  to  perfonate 
Fame,  and  was  ftuck  all  over  with  peacock's 
feathers  by  way  of  eyes :  but  when  he  came  to 
faften  on  his  wings,  they  were  fpread  to  fo 
enormous  a  length,  that  no  coach  or  chair  was 
fpacious  enough  to  admit  him ;  fo  that  he  was 
forced  to  be  conveyed  along  the  ftreets  on  a 
chairman's  horfe,  covered  with  a  blanket.  An- 
other gentleman,  of  no  lefs  humour,  very  much 
furprifed  the  company  by  carrying  a  thatched 
houfe  about  him,  fo  contrived,  that  no  part  of 
him  could  be  feen,  except  his  face,  which  was 
looking  out  of  the  cafement :  but  this  joke  had 
like  to  have  coft  him  dear,  as  another  wag  was 
going  to  fet  fire  to  the  building,  becaufe  he 
found  by  the  leaden  policy  affixed  to  the  front, 
that  the  tenement  was  infured.  In  a  word, 
dogs,  monkeys,  oftriches,  and  all  kinds  of  mon- 
fters,  are  as  frequently  to  be  met  with  at  the 

Mafquerade, 
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Mafquerade,  as  in  the  Covent  •  Garden  Panto- 
mimes 3  and  I  once  faw  with  great  delight  a 
gentleman,  who  perfonated  one  of  Bayes's  re- 
cruits, prance  a  minuet  on  his  hobby-horfe,  with 
a  dancing  bear  for  his  partner. 

I  HAVE  faid  before,  that  the  Mafquerade  is 
of  foreign  extraction,  and  imported  to  us  from 
abroad.  But  as  the  Englijh,  though  flow  at  in- 
vention, are  remarkable  for  improving  on  what 
has  already  been  invented,  it  is  no  wonder  that 
we  fhould  attempt  to  heighten  the  gujlo  of  this 
entertainment,  and  even  carry  it  beyond  the 
licence  of  a  foreign  Carnival.  There  is  fome- 
thing  too  infipid  in  our  fine  gentlemen  {hiking 
about  in  dorriinos ;  and  it  is  rather  cruel  to 
eclipfe  the  pretty  faces  of  our  fine  ladies  with 
hideous  mafks  j  for  which  reafons  it  has  been 
judged  requisite  to  contrive  a  Mafquerade  upon 
a  new  plan,  and  in  an  entire  new  tafte.  We 
all  remember,  when  (a  few  years  ago)  a  cele- 
brated lady  endeavoured  to  introduce  a  new 
fpecics  of  Mafquerade  among  us,  by  lopping  off 
the  exuberance  of  drefs  ;  and  fhe  herfelf  firft  let 
the  example,  by  ftripping  to  the  characler  of 
Jphigenia  undreft  for  the  facrifice.  I  muft  own 
it  is  a  matter  of  fome  furprite  to  me,  confidering 
the  propenfity  of  our  modern  ladies  to  get  rid  of 

their 
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their  cloaths,  that  other  Iphigenias  did  not  im- 
mediately ftart  up  ;  and  that  Nuns  and  Veftals 
fhould  be  fuffered  ever  after  to  be  feen  among 
the  Mafks.  But  this  project,  it  feems,  was  not 
then  fufficiently  ripe  for  execution,  as  a  certain 
aukward  thing,  called  Bafhfulnefs,  had  not  yet 
been  banifhed  from  the  female  world  j  and  to  the 
prefent  enlightened  times  was  referved  the  honour 
of  introducing,  however  contradictory  the  term 
may  feem,  a  NAKED  MASQUERADE. 

WHAT  the  above-mentioned  lady  had  the 
hardinefs  to  attempt  alone,  will,  (I  am  aflured) 
be  fet  on  foot  by  our  perfons  of  fafhion,  as  foon 
as  the  hot  days  come  in.  Ranelagh  is  the  place 
pitched  upon  for  their  meeting;  where  it  is  pro- 
pofed  to  have  a  Mafquerade  Al  Frefco,  and  the 
whole  company  to  difplay  all  their  charms  in 
puris  naturalibus.  The  Pantheon  of  the  Heathen 
Gods,  Ovid's  Metfimorpbofes ,  and  Titian's  Prints^ 
will  fupply  them  with  a  fufficient  variety  of  un- 
dreft  characters.  One  fet  of  ladies,  I  am  told, 
intend  to  perfonate  Water-Nymphs  bathing  in  the 
canal :  Three  fitters,  celebrated  for  their  charms, 
defign  to  appear  together  as  the  Three  Graces: 
And  a  certain  lady  of  quality,  who  moft  refern- 
bles  the  Goddefs  of  Beauty,  is  now  pra&ifmg, 
from  a  model  of  the  noted  ftatue  of  Venus  de  Me- 
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dic'iS)  the  moft  ftriking  attitude  for  that  cha- 
racter. As  to  the  gentlemen,  they  may  moft  of 
them  reprefent  very  fuitably  the  half-brutal  forms 
of  Satyrs,  Pans,  Fauns,  and  Centaurs:  Our 
Beaux  may  afiume  the  femblance  of  the  beardlefs 
dpolhi  or  (which  would  be  more  natural)  may 
admire  themfelves  in  the  perfon  of  Nardjjus ; 
and  our  Bucks  might  act  quite  in  character,  by 
running  about  ftark-naked  with  their  miftreffes., 
and  committing  the  maddeft  freaks,  like  the 
Priefts  and  Prieftefies  of  Bacchus  celebrating  the 
Bacchanalian  Myfteries. 

IF  this  fcheme  for  a  NAKED  MASQUERADE 
fhould  meet  with  encouragement,  (as  there  is  no 
doubt  but  it  muft)  it  is  propofed  to  improve  it  ftill 
further.  Perfons  of  fafhion  cannot  but  lament, 
that  there  are  no  diverfions  allotted  to  Sunday, 
except  the  card-table ;  and  they  can  never 
enough  regret,  that  the  Sunday  evening  tea- 
drinkings  at  Ranelagh  were  laid  afide,  from  a 
fuperftitious  regard  to  religion.  They,  there- 
fore, intend  to  have  a  particular  fort  of  Mafque- 
rade  on  that  day ;  in  which  they  may  {hew  their 
tafte,  by  ridiculing  all  the  old  womens  tales  con- 
tained in  that  idle  book  of  fables,  the  Bible, 
while  the  vulgar  are  devoutly  attending  to  them 
at  church.  This,  indeed,  is  not  without  a  pa- 

VOL.  II.  M  rallel 
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rallel :  We  have  already  had  an  inftance  of  an 
Eve ;  and  by  borrowing  the  ferpent  in  Orpheus  and 
EurydicC)  we  might  have  the  whole  ftory  of  the 
Fall  of  Man  exhibited  in  Mafquerade. 

IT  muft,  indeed,  be  acknowledged,  that  this 
project  has  already  taken  place  among  the  loweft 
of  the  people,  who  feem  to  have  been  the  firft 
contrivers  of  a  NAKED  MASQUERADE  :  and 
laft  fummer  I  remember  an  article  in  the  news- 
papers, that  "  feveral  perfons  of  both  fexes  were 
"  afiembled  Naked  at  Pirnl'ico,  and  being  car- 
«e  ried  before  a  magiftrate  were  fent  to  Bride- 
ct  well"  This,  indeed,  is  too  refined  a  pleafure 
to  be  allowed  the  vulgar;  and  every  body  will 
agree  with  me,  that  the  fame  aft,  which  at  the 
Green  Lamps  or  Pimllco  appears  low  and  criminal, 
may  be  extremely  polite  and  commendable  in  the 
Haymarket  or  at  Ranelagh. 

W 
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O  imitatores,  fervuni  pecus ! HOR. 

Dull  imitators  !    like  the  fervile  hack> 
•Still JJowly  plodding  in  the  beaten  track. 


B 


To      Mr.      r  0   WN. 

S  I  R, 

AY  E  S    in  the  Rehearfal  frequently  boafts 


it  as  his  chief  excellence,  that  he  treads 
on  no  man's  heels,  that  he  fcorns  to  follow  the 
fteps  of  others ;  and  when  he  is  afked  the  rea- 
fon  of  inferting  any  abfurdity  in  his  play,  he 
anfwers,  becaufe  it  is  new.  The  poets  of  the 
prefent  time  run  into  the  contrary  error :  They 
are  fo  far  from  endeavouring  to  elevate  and  fur- 
prife  by  any  thing  original,  that  their  whole  bu- 
fmefs  is  Imitation  j  and  they  jingle  their  bells  in 
the  fame  road  with  thofe  that  went  before  them, 
with  all  the  dull  exa&nefs  of  a  packhorfe. 

THE  generality  of  our  writers  wait  'till  a  new 
walk  is   pointed  out  to  them  by  fome  leading 
genius;  when  it  immediately  becomes  fo  hack- 
neyed and  beaten,    that  an  author  of  credit  is 
M  2  almoft 
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almoft  afhamed  to  appear  in  it  among  fuch  bad 
company.  No  fooner  does  one  man  of  parts 
fucceed  in  any  particular  mode  of  writing,  but 
he  is  followed  by  a  thoufand  dunces.  A  good 
elegy  makes  the  little  fcribblers  diredt  their  whole 
bent  to  fubje£ls  of  grief;  and,  for  a  whole  winter, 
the  prefs  groans  with  melancholy.  One  novel 
of  reputation  fills  all  the  garrets  of  Grub-Street 
with  reams  of  hiftories  and  adventures,  where 
volume  is  fpun  out  after  volume,  without  the 
leaft  wit,  humour,  or  incident.  In  a  word,  as 
Bayes  obviated  all  objections  to  his  nonfenfe  by 
faying  it  was  new,  if  a  modern  writer,  was 
afked  why  he  chofe  any  particular  manner  of 
writing,  he  might  reply,  becaufe  it  is  tbefajhion. 

TRUE  genius  will  not  give  into  fuch  idle 
extravagant  flights  of  imagination  as  Bayes;  it 
will  not  turn  funerals  into  banquets,  or  intro- 
duce armies  in  difguife  ;  but  ftill  it  will  not  con- 
fine itfelf  to  the  narrow  track  of  Imitation.  I 
cannot  help  thinking,  that  it  is  more  owing  to 
this  fervile  fpirit  in  the  authors  of  the  prefent 
times,  than  to  their  want  of  abilities,  that  we 
cannot  now  boaft  a  fet  of  eminent  writers :  and 
it  is  worthy  obfervation,  that,  whenever  any  age 
has  been  diftinguimed  by  a  great  number  .of 
excellent  authors,  they  have  moft  of  them  cul- 
tivated 
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tivated  different  branches  of  poetry  from  each 
other.  This  was  the  cafe  in  the  age  of  Augujlus, 
as  appears  from  the  works  of  Vtrgil,  Horace, 
Ovid,  &c.  And  to  come  down  as  late  as  pof- 
fible,  this  is  evident  from  our  laft  famous  fet 
of  authors,  who  flourifhed  in  the  beginning  of 
this  century.  We  admire  Swift*  Pope,  Gay, 
Bolingbroke,  Addifon,  &c.  but  we  admire  each 
for  his  particular  beauties  feparate  and  diftin- 
guifhed  from  the  reft. 

THESE  loofe  thoughts  were  thrown  together 
merely  to  introduce  the  following  little  poem, 
which  I  think  deferves  the  attention  of  the 
public.  It  was  written  by  a  very  ingenious 
gentleman,  as  a  letter  to  a  friend,  who  was 
about  to  publifli  a  volume  of  mifcellanies ;  and 
contains  all  that  original  fpirit,  which  it  fo 
elegantly  recommends. 

To      *  *  *  *. 

Since  now,    all  fcruples  caft  away, 
Your  works  are  riftng  into  day, 
Forgive,  though  I  prefume  to  fend 
This  honeft  counfcl  of  a  friend. 
Let  not  your  verfe,  as  verfe  now  goes, 
Be  a  ftrange  kind  of  meafur'd  profej 

M  3  Nor 


246       The    CONNOISSEUR.     N°.  67. 
Nor  let  your  profe,  which  fure  is  worfe, 
Want  nought  but  meafure  to  be  verfe. 
WVite  from  your  own  imagination, 
Nor  curb  your  mufe  by  Imitation : 
For  copies  {hew,  howe'er  expreft, 
A  barren  genius  at  the  beft. 

—  But  Imitation's  all  the  mode— — 
Yet  where  one  hits,  ten  mifs  the  road, 

The  mimic  bard  with  pleafure  fees 
Mat.  Prior's  unaffected  cafe; 
Affumes  his  ftyle,  affects  a  ftory, 
Sets  every  circumftance  before  ye, 
The  day,  the  hour,  the  name,  the  dwelling, 
And  "  mars  a  curious  tale  in  telling ;" 
Obferves  how  EASY  Prior  flows, 
Then  runs  his  numbers  down  to  profe. 

Others  have  fought  the  filthy  ftews 
To  find  a  dirty  flip-mod  Mufe. 
Their  groping  genius,  while  it  rakes 
The  bogs,  the  common -few'rs,  and  jakes, 
Ordure  and  filth  in  rhyme  expofes, 
Difguftful  to  our  eyes  and  nofes ; 

With  many  a dafli  that  muft  offend  us, 

And  much  ********* 

#*s*     #####***#*** 

*  *  *  *  * 
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********  Hiatus  non  deflendus. 
O  Swift !  how  wouldft  thou  blufh  to  fee, 
Such  are  the  bards  who  copy  Thee  ? 

This,  Milton  for  his  plan  will  chufe, 
Wherein  refembling  Milton's  Mufe  ? 
Milton,  like  thunder,  rolls  along 
In  all  the  majefty  of  fong : 
While  his  low  mimics  meanly  creep, 
Not  quite  awake,  nor  quite  afleep : 
Or,  if  their  thunder  chance  to  roll, 
'Tis  thunder  of  the  muftard-bowl. 
The  ftiff  expreffion,  phrafes  ftrange, 
The  epithet's  prepofterous  change, 
Forc'd  numbers,  rough  and  unpolite, 
Such  as  the  judging  ear  affright, 
Stop  in  mid  verfe.     Ye  mimics  vile ! 
Is't  thus  ye  copy  Milton's  ftyle? 
His   faults  religiously  ye  trace, 
But  borrow  not  a  fingle  grace. 

How  few,  fay  whence  can  it  proceed  ? 
Who  copy  Milton,  e'er  fucceed'! 
But  all  their  labours  are  in  vain ; 
And  wherefore  fo  ?  The  reafon's  plain. 
Take  it  for  granted,  'tis  by  thofe  T 

Milton?,  the  model  moftly  chofe, 
Who  can't  write  verfe,  and  won't  write  profe.  3 
M  4  Others 
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Others,  who  aim  at  fancy,  chufe 
To  wooe  the  gentle  Spenfer's  Mufe. 
This  poet  fixes  for  his  theme, 
An   allegory,    or  a  dream; 
Fiction  and  truth  together  joins 
Through  a  long  wafte  of  flimzy  lines  j 
Fondly  believes  his  fancy  glows, 
And  image  upon  image  grows ; 
Thinks  his  ftrong  mufe  takes  wond'rous  flights 
Whene'er  (he  fings  of  PEERLESS  WIGHTS, 

Of  DENS,  Of  PALFREYS,  SPELLS  and  KNIGHTS'. 

'Till    allegory,    (Spenfer's  veil 
T'  inftn;6t  and  plcafe  in  moral  tale) 
With  him's  no  veil  the  truth  to  fhroud, 
But  one  impenetrable  cloud. 

Others,  more  daring,  fix  their  hope 
On  rivalling  the  fame  of  Pope. 

Satyr's  the  word,  againft  the  times. 

Thefe  catch  the  cadence  of  his  rhymes, 

And  borne  from  earth  by  Pope's  ftrong  wings,    -\ 

Their  Mufe  afpires,    and  boldly  flings 

Her  dirt  up  in  the  face  of  kings.  J 

In  thefe  the  fpleen  of  Pope  we  find ; 

But  where  the  greatnefs  of  his  mind  ? 

His  numbers  are  their  whole  pretence, 

Mere  ftrangers  to  his  manly  fenfe. 

Some 
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Some  few,  the  fav'rites  of  the  Mufe, 
Whom  with  her  kindeft  eye  (he  views  j 
Round  whom  Apollo 's  brighteft  rays 
Shine  forth  with  undiminifh'd  blaze ; 
Some  few,  my  friend,  have  fweetly  trod 
In  Imitation's  dangerous  road. 
Long  as  TOBACCO'S  mild  perfume 
Shall  fcent  each  happy  curate's  room  j 
Oft  as  in  elbow  chair  he  fmokes, 
And  quaffs  his  ale,  and  cracks  his  jokes ; 
So  long,  O  *  Brown,  {hall  laft  thy  praife, 
Crown'd  with  TOBACCO-LEAF  for  Bays: 
And  whofoe'er  thy  verfe  fhall  fee, 
Shall  fill  another  PIPE  to  thee. 

•  Jfaac  Hatokint  Ervwn,  Efq;  Author  of  a  Piece  called 
Tie  PIPE  or  TOBACCO,  a  moft  excellent  Imitation  of  fix 
different  Authors. 


M  5  NUMB. 


25o       The  CONNOISSEUR.     N°.  68. 
NUMB.  LXVIII.    Thurfiay,  May  15,  1755. 

•  Nunc  et  campus,  et  areae, 

Lenefque  fub  no6tem  fufurri 

Compofita  repetantur  hora.  HOR. 

Now  Venus  in  Vaux-Hall  her  altar  rears, 
While  fiddles  drawn  the  mufic  of  the  Jpberes  : 
Now  girls  hum  out  their  loves  to  evry  tree, 
"  Ycung  Jockey  is  the  lad,  the  lad  for  me." 

THE  various  feafons  of  the  year  produce 
not  a  greater  alteration  in  the  face  of  na- 
ture, than  in  the  polite  manner  of  paffing  our 
time.  The  diverfions  of  winter  and  fummer  are 
as  different  as  the  dog-days  and  thofe  at  Chriftmas ; 
nor  do  I  know  any  genteel  amufement,  except 
Gaming,  that  prevails  during  the  whole  year. 
As  the  long  days  are  now  coming  on,  the  theatrical 
gentry,  who  contributed  to  diflipate  the  gloom 
of  our  winter  evenings,  begin  to  divide  them- 
felves  into  ftrolling  companies ;  and  are  packing 
up  their  tragedy  wardrobes,  together  with  a  fuffi- 
cient  quantity  of  thunder  and  lightning,  for  the 
delight  and  amazement  of  the  country.  In  the 
mean  time,  the  feveral  public  Gardens  near  this 
metropolis  are  trimming  their  trees,  levelling 

their 
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their  walks,  and  burnifhing  their  lamps,  for  our 
reception.  At  Vaux-Hall  the  artificial  ruins  are 
repaired  ;  the  cafcade  is  made  to  fpout  with  fs- 
veral  additional  ftreams  of  block-tin ;  and  they 
have  touched  up  all  the  pictures,  which  were 
damaged  laft  feafon  by  the  fingering  of  thofe 
curious  Connoij/eurs,  who  could  not  be  fatiffied 
\v\ihoutfeeling  whether  the  figures  were  alive.  The 
magazine  at  Cuper's,  I  am  told,  is  furnifhed  with 
an  extraordinary  fupply  of  gunpowder,  to  be  mot 
off  in  fquibs  and  fky-rockets,  or  whirled  away  in 
blazing  funs  and  Catharine  wheels  :  and  it  is  not 
to  be  doubted,  in  cafe  of  a  war,  but  that  Neptune 
and  all  his  Tritons  will  affift  the  Britijh  navy  -t 
and  as  we  before  took  Porto-Eello  and  Cafe-Breton^ 
we  (hall  now  gain  new  victories  over  the  French 
fleet  every  night,  upon  that  canal. 

HAPPY  are  they,  who  can  mufter  up  fufficienf, 
at  leaft  to  hire  tickets  at  the  door,  once  of  twice 
in  a  feafon  !  Not  that  thefe  pleafures  are  confined 
fo  the  rich  and  the  great  only :  for  the  lower  fort 
of  people  have  their  Ranelagks  and  their  Vaux- 
Halls,  as  well  as  the  quality.  Perrofs  inimitable 
Grotto  may  be  feen  for  only  calling  for  a  pot  of 
beer  ;  and  the  royal  diverfion  of  duck-hunting 
may  be  had  into  the  bargain,  together  with  a 
decanter  of  Dtrchefler^  fof  your  fix-pence  at 
M  6  Jenny's 
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Jennys  Whim.  Every  fkettle-alley  half  a  mile 
out  of  town  is  embellifhed  with  green  arbours 
and  fhady  retreats ;  where  the  company  is  gene- 
rally entertained  with  the  melodious  fcraping  of 
a  blind  fiddler.  And  who  can  refift  the  lufcious 
temptation  of  a  fine  juicy  ham,  or  a  delicious 
buttock  of  beef  fluffed  with  parfley,  accompanied 
with  a  foaming  decanter  of  fparkling  home-brew'd, 
which  is  fo  invitingly  painted  at  the  entrance  of 
almoft  every  village  ale-houfe  ? 

OUR  Northern  climate  will  not,  indeed,  allow 
us  to  indulge  ourfelves  in  all  thole  pleafures  of  a 
garden,  which  are  fo  feelingly  defcribed  by  our 
poets.  We  dare  not  lay  ourfelves  on  the  damp 
ground  in  {hady  groves,  or  by  the  purling  ftream ; 
but  are  obliged  to  fortify  our  infide  againft  the 
cold  by  good  fubftantial  eating  and  drinking. 
For  this  reafon,  the  extreme  coftlinefs  of  the  pro- 
vifions  at  our  public  Gardens  has  been  grievoufly 
complained  of  by  thofe  gentry,  to  whom  a  fupper 
at  thefe  places  is  as  necefiary  a  part  of  the  enter- 
tainment, as  the  finging  6r  the  fire-works.  Poor 
Mr.  "John  fees  with  an  heavy  heart  the  profits 
of  a  whole  week's  card-money,  devoured  in 
tarts  and  cheefe-cakes,  by  Mrs.  Houfe-keeper 
or  My  Lady's  Own  Woman ;  and  the  fubilantial 
Cit,  who  comes  from  behind  the  counter  two 

or 
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or  three  evenings  in  the  fummer,  can  never  enough 
regret  the  thin  wafer-like  flices  of  beef  and  ham, 
that  tafte  of  nothing  but  the  knife. 

I  WAS  greatly  diverted  laft  faturday  evening 
at  Vaux-Hall  with  the  fhrewd  remarks  made  on 
this  very  head  by  an  honeft  citizen,  whofe  wife 
and  two  daughters  had,  I  found,  prevailed  on 
him  to  carry  them  to  the  Garden.  As  I  thought 
there  was  fomething  curious  in  their  behaviour, 
I  went  into  the  next  box  to  them,  where  I  had 
an  opportunity  of  feeing  and  over-hearing  every 
thing  that  paft. 

AFTER  fome  talk, — "  Come,  come,  (faid  the 
"  old  don)  it  is  high  time,  I  think,  to  go  to 
"  fupper."  To  this  the  ladies  readily  aflented  j 
and  one  of  the  mifles  faid,  "  Do  let  us  have  a 
"  chick,  papa."  "  Zounds  (faid  the  father) 
"  they  are  half  a  crown  a-piece,  and  no  bigger 
"  than  a  fparrow."  Here  the  old  lady  took  him 
up  — "  You  are  fo  ftingy,  Mr.  Rofe,  there  is 
"  no  bearing  you.  When  one  is  out  upon  plea- 
<«  fure,  I  love  to  appear  like  fomebody :  and 
"  what  fignifies  a  few  (hillings  once  and  away, 
ce  when  a  body  is  about  it  ?"  This  reproof  fo 
effectually  filenced  the  old  gentleman,  that  the 
youngeft  mifs  had  the  courage  to  put  in  a  word 

for 
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for  fome  ham  likewife.  Accordingly  the  waiter 
was  called,  and  difpatched  by  the  old  lady  with 
an  order  for  a  chicken  and  a  plate  of  ham. 
When  it  was  brought,  our  honeft  cit  twirled  the 
difh  about  three  or  four  times,  and  furveyed  it 
with  a  very  fettled  countenance  j  then  taking  up 
the  flice  of  ham,  and  dangling  it  to  and  fro  on 
the  end  of  his  fork,  afked  the  waiter,  "  how 
"  much  there  was  of  it."  "  A  {hilling's  worth, 
"  Sir,"  faid  the  fellow. — "  Prithee,  faid  the  don, 

'*  how  much  doft  think  it  weighs  ? An 

"  ounce  ? A  {hilling  an  ounce  !  that  is  ftx- 

"  teen  {hillings  per  pound! A  reafonable 

"  profit  truly  ! Let  me  fee fuppofe  now 

"  the  whole  ham  weighs  thirty  pounds :  —  At  a 
"  {hilling  per  ounce,  that  is,  fixteen  {hillings 
"  per  pound,  why  your  mafter  makes  exaclly 
"  twenty-four  pounds  of  every  ham  ;  and  if  he 
*'  buys  them  at  the  beft  hand,  and  falts  them 
ic  and  cures  them  himfelf,  they  don't  ftand  him 
"  in  ten  {hillings  a-piece."  The  old  lady  bade 
him  hold  his  nonfenfe,  declared  herfelf  afiiamed 
for  him,  and  afked  him  if  people  muft  hot  live: 
then  taking  a  coloured  handkerchief  from  her 
own  neck,  {he  tucked  it  into  his  fhirt-  collar, 
(whence  it  hung  like  a  bib)  and  helped  him  to  a 
leg  cf  the  chicken.  The  old  gentleman,  at  every 
bit  he  put  into  his  mouth,  amufed  himfelf  with 

faying, 
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faying, — "  There  goes  two-pence — there  goes 
"  three-pence  —  there  goes  a  groat.  —  Zounds 
"  a  man  at  thefe  places  fhould  not  have  a  fwallow 
"  fo  wide  as  a  torn-tit." 

THIS  fcanty  repaft,  we  may  imagine,  was 
foon  difpatched ;  and  it  was  with  much  difficulty 
our  citizen  was  prevailed  on  to  fuffer  a  plate  of 
beef  to  be  ordered.  This  too  was  no  lefs  ad- 
mired, and  underwent  the  fame  comments  with 
the  ham.  At  length,  when  only  a  very  fmall  bit 
was  left,  as  they  fay,  for  manners  in  the  difh, 
our  don  took  a  piece  of  an  old  news-paper  out 
of  his  pocket,  and  gravely  wrapping  up  the  meat 
in  it,  placed  it  carefully  in  his  letter-cafe.  "  I'll 
"  keep  thee  as  a  curiofity  to  my  dying  day ;  and 
**  I'll  fhew  thee  to  my  neighbour  Horfeman^  and 
"  afk  him  if  he  can  make  as  much  of  his  fteaks." 
Then  rubbing  his  hands,  and  fhrugging  up  his 
fhoulders  — "  Why  now  (fays  he)  to-morrow 
•*  night  I  may  eat  as  much  cold  beef  as  I  can 
"  fluff  in  any  tavern  in  London^  and  pay  nothing 
"  for  it."  A  difh  of  tarts,  cheefe-cakes,  and 
cuftards  next  made  their  appearance  at  the  requeft 
of  the  young  ladies,  who  paid  no  fort  of  regard 
to  the  father's  remonftrance,  "  that  they  were 
w  four  times  as  dear  as  at  the  paftry -cocks." 

SUPPER 
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SUPPER  being  ended,  madam  put  her  fpoufe 
in  mind  to  call  for  wine. — "  We  mujl  have  fome 
"  wine,  my  dear,  or  we  mall  not  be  looked 
"  upon,  you  know."  "  Well,  well,  fays  the 
"  don,  that's  right  enough.  But  do  they  fell 
"  their  liquor  too  by  the  ounce  ?  — "  Here, 
"  drawer,  what  wine  have  you  got  ?"  The 
fellow,  who  by  this  time  began  to  fmoke  his 
guefts,  anfwered  —  "  We  have  exceeding  good 
"  French  wine  of  all  forts,  and  pleafe  your  honour. 
"  Would  your  honour  have  a  bottle  of  Cham- 

"  pagne,  or  Burgundy,  or  Claret,  or" 

"  No,  no,  none  of  your  wifhy-wafhy  outlandifh 

"  rot-gut  for  me :  interrupted  the  citizen. • 

"  A  tankard  of  the  Alderman  beats  all  the  red 

"  Claret  wine  in  the  French  king's  cellar. 

"  But   come,    bring  us  a  bottle   of  found  old 
"  Port :  And  d'ye  hear  ?  let  it  be  good." 

WHILE  the  waiter  was  gone,  the  good  man 
moft  fadly  lamented,  that  he  could  not  have  his 
pipe ;  which  the  wife  would  by  no  means 
allow,  "  becaufe  (me  faid)  it  was  ungenteel  to 
"  fmoke,  where  any  ladies  were  in  "company." 
W^hen  the  wine  came,  our  citizen,  gravely  took 
up  the  bottle,  and  holding  it  above  his  head, 
"  Aye,  aye,  faid  he,  the  bottom  has  had  a  good 
"  kick.'  And  mind  how  confoundedly  it  is 

"  pinched 
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"  pinched  on  the  fides.  —  Not  above  five  gills,  I 
"  warrant.  —  An  old  foldier  at  the  'Jerufahm 
"  would  beat  two  of  them.  —  But  let  us  fee  how 
"  it  is  brewed."  He  then  potired~"out  a  glafs; 
and  after  holding  it  up  before  the  candle,  fmelling 
to  it,  fipping  it  twice  or  thrice,  and  fmacking 
his  lips,  drank  it  off:  but  declaring  that  fecond 
thoughts  were  beft,  he  filled  another  bumper  ; 
and  toffing  that  off,  after  fome  paufe,  with  a 
very  important  air,  ventured  to  pronounce  it 
drinkable.  The  ladies,  having  alfo  drank  a  glafs 
round,  affirmed  it  was  very  good,  and  felt  warm, 
in  the  ftomach  :  and  even  the  old  gentleman  re- 
laxed into  fuch  good  humour  by  the  time  the 
bottle  was  emptied,  that  out  of  his  own  free 
will  and  motion  he  moft  generoufly  called  for 
another  Pint,  but  charged  the  waiter  <*  to  pick 
"  out  an  honeft  one." 


the  glafs  was  thus  circulating,  the 
family  amufed  themfelves  with  making  obferva- 
tions  on  the  Garden.  The  citizen  expreffed  his 
wonder  at  the  number  of  lamps,  and  faid  it  muft 
coft  a  great  deal  of  money  every  night  to  light 
them  all  :  the  eldeft  mifs  declared,  that  for  her 
part  fhe  liked  the  Dark  Walk  beft  of  all,  be- 
caufe  it  was  folentary:  little  mifs  thought  the 
laft  fong  mighty  pretty,  and  faid  (he  would  buy 

it, 
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it,  if  (he  could  but  carry  home  the  tune:  and 
the  old  lady  obferved,  that  there  was  a  great  deal 
of  good  compony  indeed  ;  but  the  gentlemen 
were  fo  rude,  that  they  perfectly-  put  her  out  of 
countenance  by  flaring  at  her  through  their  fpy- 
glafTes.  In  a  word,  the  tarts,  the  cheefe-cakes, 
the  beef,  the  chicken,  the  ounce  of  ham,  and 
every  thing  feemed  to  have  been  quite  forgot, 
'till  the  difmal  moment  approached,  when  the 
reckoning  was  called  for.  As  this  folemn  bufi- 
nefs  concerns  only  the  gentlemen,  the  ladies  kept 
a  profound  filence  j  and  when  the  terrible  ac- 
count was  brought,  they  left  the  pay-mafter  un- 
difturbed,  to  enjoy  the  mifery  by  himfelf:  only 
the  old  lady  had  the  hardinefs  to  fquint  at  the 
fum  total,  and  declared  "  it  was  pretty  reafon- 
"  able  confidering" 

OUR  citizen  bore  his  misfortunes  with  a 
tolerable  degree  of  patience.  He  (hook  his  head 
as  he  run  over  every  article,  and  fwore  he  would 
never  buy  meat  by  the  ounce  again.  At  length, 
when  he  had  carefully  fummed  up  every  figure, 
he  bade  the  drawer  bring  change  for  fix-pence : 
then  pulling  out  a  leathern  purfe  from  a  fnug 
pocket  in  the  infide  of  his  waiftcoat,  he  drew 
out  (lowly,  piece  by  piece,  thirteen  {hillings; 
which  he  regularly  placed  in  two  rows  upon  the 

table. 
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table.  When  the  change  was  brought,  after 
counting  it  very  carefully,  he  laid  down  four 
half-pence  in  the  fame  exadt  order ;  then  calling 
the  waiter,  — "  There,  fays  he,  there's  your 

"  damage thirteen  and  two-pence And 

**  hearkye,  there's  three-pence  over  for  yourfelf." 
The  remaining  penny  he  put  into  his  coat- 
pockety  and  chinking  it "  This,  fays  he, 

"  will  ferve  me  to-morrow  to  buy  a  paper 
"  of  tobacco." 

THE  family  now  prepared  themfelves  for  go- 
ing ;  and  as  there  were  fome  flight  drops  of  rain, 
madam  buttoned  up  the  old  gentleman's  coat, 
that  he  might  not  fpoil  his  laced  waiftcoat;  and 
made  him  flap  his  hat,  over  which  fhe  tied  his 
pocket  handkerchief,  to  fave  his  wig  :  And  as  the 
coat  itfelf  ((he  faid)  had  never  been  worn  but 
three  Sundays  (he  even  parted  with  her  own 
Cardinal,  and  fpread  it  the  wrong  fide  out  over 
his  fhoulders.  In  thefe  accoutrements  he  fallied 
forth,  accompanied  by  his  wife  with  her  upper 
petticoat  thrown  over  her  head,  and  his  daugh- 
ters with  the  fkirts  of  their  gowns  turned  up,  and 
their  heads  muffled  up  in  coloured  handkerchiefs*. 
I  followed  them  quite  out  of  the  Garden :  and 
as  they  were  waiting  for  their  hack  to  draw  up, 
the  youngeft  mifs  afked,  "  When  {hall  we  come 

"  again 
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"  again,  papa  ?"  "  Come  again  ?  (faid  he)  What 
"  a  pox  would  you  ruin  me?  Once  in  one's 
"  life  is  enough  ;  and  I  think  I  have  done  very 
"  handfome.  Why  it  would  not  have  c  ft  me 
"  above  four-pence  half-penny  to  have  fpent  my 
"  evening *  at  Sot's  Hole ;  and  what  with  the 
"  curfed  coach- hire,  and  all  together,  here's  al- 
"  moft  a  pound  gone,  and  nothing  to  fliew  for 
"  it." — "  Fye,  Mr.  Rofe,  I  am  quite  afhamed 
"  for  you,"  replies  ihe  old  lady.  "  You  are 
"  always  grudging  me  and  your  girls  the  leaft 
"  bit  of  pleafure  ;  and  you  cannot  help  grum- 
"  bling,  if  we  do  but  go  to  Little  Hornfey  to  drink 
"  tea.  I  am  fure,  now  they  are  women  grown 
"  up,  they  ought  to  fee  a  little  of  the  world  ; — 
"  and  they  Jhail."  The  old  don  was  not  willing 
to  perfue  the  argument  any  further;  and  the 
coach  coming  up,  he  was  glad  to  put  an  end  to 
the  difpute  by  faying, — "  Come,  come,  let  us 
"  make  hafte,  wife  j  or  we  (hall  not  get  home 
"  time  enough  to  have  my  beflr  wig  combed 

"  out  again ; and  to-morrow,  you  know, 

"  is  Sunday." 

W 


NUMB. 


N°.69.    Tfc  CONNOISSEUR.      261 


NUMB.  LXIX.     Thurfday,  May  22,   1755. 


Dignior  eft  veftro  nulla  puella  choro. 

TlBULL. 

Behold  a  train   of  female   wits  afplre^ 
Jftth  men  to  mingle  in  the  Mufei  choir. 

IN  a  vifit,  which  I  paid  the  other  day  to  a  lady 
of  great  fenfe  and  tafte,  I  was  agreeably  fur- 
prifed  by  having  two  little  volumes  put  into  my 
hands,  which  have  been  lately  publifhed  under 
the  title  of  «  POEMS  by  EMINENT 
LADIES"  Thefe  volumes  are,  indeed,  (as 
the  author  of  the  preface  has  remarked)  "  the 
"  moft  folid  compliment  that  can  poflibly  be 
"  paid  to  the  fair  fex."  I  never  imagined, 
that  our  nation  could  boaft  fo  many  excellent 
Poetefles,  (whofe  works  are  an  honour  to  their 
country)  as  were  here  collected  together :  And 
it  is  with  the  higheft  fatisfadion  I  can  affure  my 
female  readers  in  particular,  that  I  have  found 
a  great  number  of  very  elegant  pieces  among 
the  compofitions  of  thefe  ladies,  which  cannot 
be  furpafled  (I  had  almoft  faid,  equalled)  by 
the  moft  celebrated  of  our  male-writers. 

.  THE 
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THE  pleafure,  which  I  received  from  reading 
thefe  poems,  made  fuch  an  impreflion  on  my 
mind,  that  at  night,  as  foon  as  1  fell  afleep,  my 
fancy  prefented  to  me  the  following  Dream.  I 
was  tranfported,  I  know  not  how,  to  the  regions 
of  ParnaJ/us ;  and  found  myfelf  in  the  Court  of 
Apollo^  furrounded  by  a  great  number  of  our  moft 
eminent  poets.  A  caufe  of  the  utmoft  import- 
ance was  then  depending ;  and  the  debate  was, 
whether  the  Englt/h  ladies,  who  had  diftinguifhed 
themfelves  in  poetry,  Ihould  be  allowed  to  hold 
the  fame  rank,  and  have  the  fame  honours  paid 
them,  wkh  the  men.  As  the  moderns  were  not 
permitted  to  plead  in  their  own  fuit,  Juvenal 
was  retained  on  the  fide  of  the  male  poets,  and 
Sappho  undertook  the  defence  of  the  other  fex. 
The  Roman  Satirift,  in  his  fpeech  at  the  bar, 
inveighed  bitterly  againft  women  in  general, 
and  particularly  exclaimed  againft  their  dabbling 
in  literature  :  But  when  Sappho  came  to  fet  forth 
the  pretenfions,  which  the  ladies  juftly  had  to 
poetry,  and  efpecially  in  love  affairs,  Apollo  could 
no  longer  refift  the  importunity  of  the  Mufes  in 
favour  of  their  own  fex.  He  therefore  decreed, 
that  all  thofe  females,  who  thought  themfelves 
able  to  manage  Pegafus,  fhould  immediately 
(hew  their  (kill  and  dexterity  in  riding  him. 

PEGASUS 
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PEGASUS  was  accordingly  brought  out  of  the 
ftable,  and  the  Mufes  furniflied  him  with  a  fide- 
faddle.  All  the  ladies,  who  had  courage  enough 
to  venture  on  his  back,  were  prepared  to  mount : 
but  as  a  great  difpute  arofe  among  fome  of  the 
competitors  about  precedency,  (each  of  them 
claiming  a  right  to  ride  firft)  it  was  at  length 
agreed,  that  they  fliould  get  into  the  faddle  ac- 
cording to  feniority. 

UPON  this  a  lady  advanced  ;  who,  though  fhe 
had  fomething  rather  extravagant  in  her  air  and 
deportment,  yet  had  a  noble  prefence,  that  com- 
manded at  once  awe  and  admiration.  She  was 
drefled  in  an  old-fafhioned  habit,  very  fantaftic, 
and  trimmed  with  bugles  and  points;  fuch  as 
was  worn  in  the  time  of  king  Charles  the  firft. 
This  lady,  I  was  informed,  was  the  Duchefs 
of  NEWCASTLE.  When  fhe  came  to  mount, 
{he  fprung  into  the  faddle  with  furprifmg  agility  ; 
and  giving  an  entire  loofe  to  the  reins,  Pegafus  di- 
rectly fet  up  a  gallop,  and  ran  away  with  her 
quite  out  of  fight.  However,  it  was  acknow* 
ledged,  that  (he  kept  a  firm  feat,  even  when  the 
horfe  went  at  his  deepeft  rate;  and  that  fhe 
wanted  nothing  but  to  ride  with  a  curb-bridle. 
When  fhe  came  to  difmount,  Shakefpeare  and 
Milton  very  kindly  offered  their  hand  to  help  her 

down, 
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down,  which  (he  accepted.  Then  Euterpe  came 
up  to  her  with  a  fmile,  and  begged  her  to 
repeat  thofe  beautiful  lines  againft  Melancholy, 
which  ((he  faid)  were  fo  extremely  pi&urefque. 
The  Duchefs,  with  a  moft  pleaiing  air  im- 
mediately began  

*  Dull  Melancholy 

She'll  make  you  ftart  at  ev'ry  noife  you  hear, 
And  vifions  ft  range  fhall  to  your  eyes  appear. 
Her  voice  is  low,  and  gives  an  hollow  found  ; 
She  hates  the  light,  and  is  in  darknefs  found  j 
Or  fits  by  blinking  lamps,  or  tapers  fmall, 
Which  various  fhadows  make  againft  the  wall. 
She  loves  noughtelfe  but  noife  which  difcord  makes; 
As  croaking  frogs,  whofe  dwelling  is  in  lakes ; 
The  raven  hoarfe,  the  mandrake's  hollow  groan, 
And  flirieking  owls,  that  fly  i'th'  night  alone  ; 
The  tolling  bell,  which  for  the  dead  rings  out ; 
A  mill,  where  ruftiing  waters  run  about. 
She  loves  to  walk  in  the  ftill  moon-fliine  night, 
And  in  a  thick  dark  grove  (he  takes  delight : 
In  hollow  caves,  thatch'd  houfes,  and  low  cells, 
She  loves  to  live,  and  there  alone  (he  dwells. 
There  leave  her  to  herfelf  alone  to  dwell, 
While  you  and  I  in  mirth  and  pleafure  fwell. 

*  Ptems  by  Eminent  LaJia.    Vol.  If.    Page  zoo. 

All 
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All  the  while  that  thefe  lines  were  repeating, 
Milton  feemed  very  attentive;  and  it  was 
whifpered  by  Come,  that  he  was  obliged  for 
many  of  the  thoughts  in  his  UAllegro  and 
//  Penferofo  to  this  lady's  *  Dialogue  between 
Mirth  and  Melancholy. 

The  Celebrated  ORINDA,  Mrs.  KATHERJNE 
PHILIPS,  was  next  placed  in  the  faddle,  amid 
the  fhouts  and  applaufes  of  the  lords  Rofcommon 
and  Orrery,  Cowley,  and  other  famous  wits  of 
her  time.  Her  drefs  was  fimple,  though  of  a  very 
elegant  make  :  it  had  no  profufe  ornaments,  and 
approached  very  nearly  to  the  cut  and  fafhion  of 
the  prefent  age.  Though  £he  never  ventured 
beyond  a  canter  or  an  hand-gallop,  fhe  made 
Pegafus  do  his  paces  with  fo  much  eafe  and 
exaftnefs,  that  Waller  himfelf  owned  he  could 
never  bring  him  under  fo  much  command.  After 
her  Mrs.  KILLIGREW,  affifted  by  Dryden,  and 
feveral  other  ladies  of  that  age  took  their  turns 
to  ride :  and  every  one  agreed,  that  (making 
fome  allowances  for  their  fex)  they  could  not 
be  excelled  by  the  moft  experienced  riders 
among  the  men. 

«  Poems  by  Eminent  Ladiis.  Vol.  II.  Page  199.  N.  B.  Thi« 
Lady,  it  is  fuppofed,  wrote  before  Milton. 

VOL.  n.  N  A  BOLD 
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A  BOLD  mafculine  figure  now  pufhed  forward 
in  a  thin,  airy,  gay  habit,  which  hung  fo  loofe 
about  her,  that  fhe  appeared  to  be  half  undreft. 
When  fhe  came  up  to  Pegafus^  fhe  clapped  her 
hand  upon  the  fide-faddle,  and  with  a  fpring 
leaped  acrofs  it,  faying  that  ftie  would  never  ride 
him  but  aftride.  She  made  the  poor  beaft  frifk, 
and  caper,  arid  curvet,  and  play  a  thoufand  tricks ; 
while  fhe  herfelf  was  quite  unconcerned,  though 
fhe  fhewed  her  legs  at  every  motion  of  the  horfe, 
and  many  of  the  Mufes  turned  their  heads  afide 
blufliing.  TJwlia,  indeed,  was  a  good  deal  pleafed 
with  her  frolicks ;  and  Erato  declared,  that  next 
to  her  favourite  Sappho  fhe  fhould  always  prefer 
this  lady.  Upon  enquiring  her  name,  I  found 
her  to  be  the  free-fpirited  Mrs.  BEHN.  When 
fhe  was  to  difmount,  Lord  Rocbejler  came  up, 
and  caught  her  in  his  arms  :  and  repeating  part 
of  her  *  Ode  to  Defire* 

To  a  myrtle  lower 

He  led  her  nothing  loth.     — MILTON. 

I  HAD  now  the  pleafure  to  fee  many  ladies  of 
our  own  times,  whofe  names  I  was  very  well 
acquainted  with,  advance  towards  Pegafus. 
Among  the  reft  I  could  not  but  wonder  at  the 

•  Poems  by  Eminent  Ladla.  Vol.  I.  Page  167. 

aftonifhing 
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aftonifhing  dexterity,  with  which  the  admired 
Mrs.  L  E  A  P  o  R  of  Brackley  guided  the  horfe, 
though  fhe  had  not  the  leaft  afliftance  from  any 
body.  Mrs.  BARBER  of  Ireland  was  aflifted  in 
getting  upon  the  faddle  by  Swift  himfelf,  who 
even  condefcended  to  hold  the  ftirrup  while  fhe 
mounted.  Under  the  Dean's  dire&ion  fhe  made 
the  horfe  to  pace  and  amble  very  prettily  :  not- 
withftanding  which  fome  declared,  that  fhe  was 
not  equal  to  her  friend  and  country-woman 
Mrs.  GRIERSON. 

ANOTHER  lady,  a  native  of  the  fame  king- 
dom, then  brifkly  ftepped  up  to  Pegafus ;  and 
defpifing  the  weak  efforts  of  her  hufband  to  pre- 
vent her,  fhe  boldly  jumped  into  the  faddle,  and 
whipping  and  cutting  rode  away  furioufly  helter 
fkelter  over  hedge  and  ditch,  and  trampled  on 
every  body  who  came  in  her  road.  She  took 
particular  delight  in  driving  the  poor  horfe,  who 
kicked  and  winced  all  the  while,  into  the  moft 
filthy  places ;  where  fhe  made  him  fling  about 
the  dirt  and  mire,  with  which  fhe  befpattered 
almoft  every  one  that  came  near  her.  Some- 
times, however,  fhe  would  put  a  flop  to  this 
mad  career ;  and  then  fhe  plainly  convinced  us, 
that  fhe  knew  as  well  how  to  manage  Pegafus  as 
any  of  the  females,  who  had  tried  before  her. 
N  2  Being 
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Being  told  that  this  lady  was  no  other  than 
the  celebrated  biographer  of  her  own  actions, 
Mrs.  PILKINGTON,  I  had  the  ctiriofity  to  take 
a  nearer  view  of  her  ;  when  ftepping  up  to- 
wards her,  and  offering  my  affifrance  to  help 
her  down,  methought  fhe  returned  my  civility 
with  fuch  an  uncourteous  flap  on  the  face,  that 
(though  I  awaked  at  the  inftant)  I  could  not  help 
fancying  for  fome  time,  that  I  felt  my  cheek 
ngle  with  the  blow. 

W 
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—  Caufam  hanc  juftam  efle  in  animum  inducite, 
Ut  aliqua  pars  laboris  minuatur  mihi. 

TER. 


iie^  CorrefpondentS)  write^  wbeneer  you  will  j 
'Twill  fave  me  trouble,  and  my  paper  fill. 

MY  publifher  having  acquainted  me,  that 
"he  intends  to  clofe  the  volume  with  this 
number,  I  (hall  take  the  opportunity  to  throw 
together  feveral  letters,  which  I  have  received  in. 
the  courfe  of  this  work,  and  to  ballance  with  all 
my  correfpondents  ;  at  the  fame  time  afluring 

them, 
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them,  that  I  (hall  be  very  glad  to  open  a  frefh 
account  with  them  in  my  next  Volume. 

I  N  the  infancy  of  this  undertaking,  I  was 
honoured  with  the  following  very  kind  billet 
from  a  brother  of  the  quill  ;  the  terms  of 
which  I  am  forry  it  was  not  in  my  power  to 
comply  with. 

DEAR  SIR, 

I  CAN  be  of  great  afliftance  to  you,  if  you 
want  any  help.  I  will  write  for  you  every 
other  week,  or  oftener  if  you  chufe  it.  As  a 
fpecimen  of  my  powers,  I  have  fent  you  an 
eflay,  which  is  at  your  fervice.  It  is  fhort, 
but  a  very  good  one. 

Your's  at  command, 

T.  TURNPENNY. 
P.  S.  Pleafe  to  fend  by  the  bearer  a  Guinea. 

THE  contents  of  the  poftfciipt  I  naturally  re- 
ferred to  the  confideration  of  my  publifher,  who 
confequently  had  a  right  to  determine  on  the 
goodnefs  of  my  friend's  eflay  ;  but,  whatever 
was  the  reafon,  I  heard  no  more  of  it.  The 
commerce  between  bookfeller  and  author  is, 
N  3  indeed, 
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indeed,  of  very  great  fervice,  efpecially  to  the 
latter  :  for,  though  I  myfelf  muft  undoubtedly 
be  excepted  out  of  the  number,  yet  it  muft 
be  confefied,  that  the  moft  famous  wits  have 
owed  their  fupport  to  this  pecuniary  intercourfe. 
Meat  and  drink,  and  the  other  conveniencies  of 
life,  are  as  necefiary  to  an  author,  as  pen,  ink 
and  paper  :  and  I  remember  to  have  feen,  in  the 
pofTeffion  of  Mr.  Tonfen,  a  curious  manufcript 
of  the  great  Dryden  himfelf,  wherein  he  peti- 
tions his  bookfeller  to  advance  a  fum  of  money 
to  his  taylor. 

THE  next  letter  conies  likewife  from  an  author, 
who  complains  of  an  evil,  which  does  not,  indeed, 
often  affecl  many  of  our  fraternity  ;  I  mean,  the 
cuftom  of  giving  money  to  fervants. 

Dear  Mr.  TOWN, 

I  HAVE  been  happy  all  this  winter  in  having 
the  run  of  a  nobleman's  table,  who  was 
pleafed  to  patronize  a  work  of  mine,  and  to 
which  he  allowed  me  the  honour  of  prefixing  his 
name  in  a  dedication.  We  geniufes  have  a 
fpirit,  you  know,  far  beyond  our  pockets  :  and 
(befides  the  extraordinary  expence  of  new  cloaths 
to  appear  decent)  I  aflure  you  I  have  laid  out 
every  farthing,  that  I  ever  received  from  his 

lordfbip's 


Ne.  70.  The  CONNOISSEUR.  271 
lordfhip's  bounty,  in  tips  to  his  fervants.  After 
every  dinner  I  was  forced  to  run  the  gantlope 
through  a  Jong  line  of  powdered  pick-pockets : 
and  I  could  not  but  look  upon  it  as  a  very  ridi- 
culous circumftance,  that  I  fhould  be  obliged  to 
give  money  to  a  fellow,  who  was  drefled  much 
finer  than  myfelf.  In  fuch  a  cafe,  I  am  apt  to 
conflder  the  fhowy  waiftcoat  of  a  foppifli  footman, 
or  butler  out  of  livery,  as  laced  down  with  the 
(hillings  and  half-crowns  of  the  guefts. 

I  WOULD  therefore  beg  of  you,  Mr.  TOWK, 
to  recommend  the  poor  author's  cafe  to  the  con- 
fkleration  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  cloth  ;  humbly 
praying,  that  they  would  be  pleafed  to  let  us  go 
fcot-free  as  well  as  the  clergy.  For  though  a 
good  meal  is  in  truth  a  very  comfortable  thing 
to  us,  it  is  enough  to  blunt  the  edge  of  our 
appetites,  to  conflder  that  we  muft  afterwards 
pay  fo  dear  for  our  ordinary. 

I  am,   S  I  R, 

Your  humble  fcrvant, 

JEFFERY  BAREBONES. 


N4  By 
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BY  fome  of  my  papers  I  find  I  have  drawn 
upon  me  the  cenfure,  not  only  of  the  Free- 
thinkers, but  of  the  Moravians,  Methodifts,  and 
other  numerous  feclaries,  which  have  lately 
ftarted  up  in  oppofition  to  our  eftablifhed  re- 
ligion. The  following  letter,  occafioned  by  my 
fixty-firft  number,  bears  about  it  fo  many  marks 
of  an  original,  that  it  certainly  comes  from  one 
of  their  teachers,  who  (as  his  ftile  fmells  fo  much 
of  the  craft)  is  undoubtedly  fome  infpired  fhoe- 
maker,  or  enlightened  bricklayer.  I  have, 
therefore,  printed  it  without  any  alteration,  ex- 
cept in  the  fpelling. 

Mr.    CONNOISSEUR. 

S  I  R, 

I  HAVE  taken  the  pains  as  ufual  to  read  your 
paper  j  and  as  you  receive  letters,  I  thought 
proper  among  the  reft  to  fend  one  alfo,  to  let 
you  know,  that  I  did  not  know  that  a  cat  was 
capable  of  conftituting  a  religious  fociety  before. 
A  prieft  may,  'tis  true ;  and  fo  may  another 
rational  creature,  and  perhaps  an  old  woman  alfo. 
But,  Sir,  you  argue,  that  what  a  French  fool  or 
lunatic  fays  on  this  head,  is  true  ;  but  you  make 
more  out,  I  obferve,  from  the  old  woman  and 
the  leathern  apron,  than  you  do  of  the  cat.  For, 

if 
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if  old  women  will,  or  does  conftitute  a  religious 
fociety,  I  underftand  from  the  foundation  you 
feem  to  argue,  that  you  are  as  much  an  old  wo- 
man as  they.  For  to  argue  or  reafon  from  an 
old  woman's  ftory,  and  for  all  your  learning, 
and  policy,  and  cunningnefs,  and  judgment  you 
feem  to  have,  you  have  but  little  of  yourfelf: 
and  as  you  feem  to  ridicule  religion,  and  compare 
it  to  atheifm  or  lunacy,  I  would  beg  the  favour 
to  know,  Sir,  what  religion  You  are  of:  but  by 
your  talk  I  fear  you  are  of  none  at  all. 

THIS  New  DocTrine,  Sir,  that  you  revile,  is 
the  real  gofpel,  which  you  will  find  fo,  if  you 
hear  it,  and  compare  it  with  the  fcriptures,  if 
you  believe  any  fcripture  at  all.  For  you  fay, 
Sir,  that  the  moft  extraordinary  tenets  of  religion 
are  very  fuccefsfully  propagated  under  the  fan&ion 
of  leathern  aprons  inftead  of  caflbcks.  Well, 
and  fuppofe  it  is :  you  acknowledge  it  is  received 
by  well-difpofed  people;  and  if  it  is,  then  it  is 
plain,  as  you  ridicule  it,  you  are  not  one  of  thefe 
well  difpofed.  But,  Sir,  this  New  Dodhine,  as 
you  call  it,  is  not  only  propagated  under  the 
fandtion  of  leathern  aprons,  by  barbers,  brick- 
layers, and  the  like,  but  by  many  of  the  clergy 
now  in  the  eftablifhed  church  :  and  if  you  often 
went  to  hear  them,  but  not  as  a  critic  to  carp  at 

what 
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what  is  there  fpoken,  you  would  underftand  more 
what  this  New  Do&rine  meant,  and  whether  it 
drives  men  to  enthufiafm,  and  the  like,  or  no. 

SIR,  what  you  touch  on  the  Moravians,  I 
will  not  fay  any  thing  about  or  againft  :  for 
perhaps  it  is  too  true.  But,  Sir,  I  would  advife 
you  to  know  a  little  more  of  religion  experimen- 
tally for  yourfelf,  before  you  pretend  to  condemn 
others.  And,  Sir,  if  you  are  informed,  that 
there  will  be  a  mad-houfe  built  on  the  ground 
where  the  Foundery  ftands,  or  the  Methodifts 
Meeting-houfe,  as  you  cail  it,  perhaps  there 
may  be  as  many  criticifing  lunatics  in  it,  as 
religious  ones ;  and  very  likely  more.  Sir,  I  beg 
you  would  take  care,  you  don't  bother  your 
brains  too  much  about  other  people's  affairs ; 
left  I  fhould  have  the  pain,  not  the  pleafure,  of 
feeing  you  there. 

I  HAVE  juft  given  you  a  fketch  of  the  ridi- 
culing the  New  Doctrine,  and  wifh  you  could 
find  fome  better  employ,  if  fo  be  it  was  with  a 
leathern  apron  before  you  ;  for  I  think  it  would 
become  you  better  than  this  point  does.  Sir,  I 
hope  you  will  excufe  my  freedom  with  you,  as 
others  muft  yours  with  them. 

Your  humble  fervant, 

WISH    NO    HARM. 
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THE  laft  letter,  which  I  fhall  add,  comes 
from  an  unknown  correfpondent,  who  has  al- 
ready obliged  me  more  than  once,  If  I  may 
judge  from  the  hand-writing. 

S  I  R, 

SOME  time  ago  you  archly  remarked,  that 
there  was  not  one  Woman  left,  but  that  the 
whole  fex  was  elevated  into  LADIES.  You 
might  at  the  fame  time  have  taken  notice  of  the 
wonderful  increafe  among  the  other  fex  in  the 
order  of  GENTLEMEN. 

BESIDES  thofe,  who  are  univerfally  acknow- 
ledged of  this  rank  from  their  birth  and  fituation 
in  life,  the  courtefy  of  England  alfo  entitles  all 
perfons,  who  carry  arms,  to  that  dignity  :  fo  that 
his  Majefty's  three  regiments  of  guards  are 
compofed  entirely  of  Gentlemen ;  and  every 
priggifh  fellow,  who  can  clap  a  queue  to  his 
peruke,  and  hang  a  fword  aukwardly  dangling 
by  his  fide,  from  thence  aflumes  the  importance, 
as  well  as  name  of  a  Gentleman.  Idlenefs  and 
ignorance  being  too  often  the  difgrace  of  thofe, 
who  are  Gentlemen  born  and  bred,  many  inveft 
themfelves  with  that  dignity,  though  with  no 
other  qualifications.  If  the  pride,  poverty,  or 
negleft  of  parents,  has  prevented  their  fon  from 

being 
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being  bound  apprentice,  or  if  the  idle  rafcal  has 
{hewn  his  indentures  a  light  pair  of  heels,  in 
either  cafe  Tom  is  of  no  trade,  and  confequently 
a  Gentleman.  I  know  at  this  time  a  man,  who 
came  from  Ireland  laft  fummer  with  an  hayfork, 
but  before  winter  raifed  himfelf  to  the  rank  of 
a  Gentleman  ;  and  every  day  I  go  to  Windmill- 
Jlreet)  I  fee  a  very  honourable  Gentleman  betting 
large  fums  of  money,  whom  I  formerly  remem- 
ber Marker  of  the  Tennis  Court.  Add  to  this, 
that  all  attorneys  clerks,  apprentices,  and  the  like 
are  Gentlemen  every  evening  j  and  the  citizen, 
(who  drudges  all  the  reft  of  the  week  behind  the 
counter)  every  Sunday,  together  with  his  laced 
waiftcoat  and  ruffles,  puts  on  the  Gentleman. 
Every  author,  Mr.  TOWN,  is  a  Gentleman,  if 
not  an  Efquire,  by  his  profeffion  ;  and  all  the 
players,  from  King  Richard  to  the  Lieutenant  of 
the  Towert  are  Gentlemen. 

THE  body  of  Gentlemen  is  ftill  more  numer- 
ous j  but  I  have  not  leifure  at  prefent  to  climb  up 
to  garrets,  or  dive  into  cellars  after  them.  I  fiiall 
only  obferve,  that  many  of  the  abovementioned 
members  of  this  order  die  with  the  fame  reputa- 
tion that  they  lived,  and  go  out  of  the  world, 
like  Squire  Maclean^  or  Gentleman  Harry. 

Your  humble  fervant,  &c. 
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%*  B  E  FO  R  E  I  difmifs  this  new  edition  of 
my  works,  I  think  it  my  duty  to  return  thanks  to 
my  kind  readers  for  their  candid  reception  of 
thefe  Papers,  as  they  were  feparately  publifhed : 
Though  I  cannot  but  be  fenlible,  that  cither 
through  hafte,  inadvertence,  or  other  avocations, 
they  unavoidably  abounded  with  many  faults; 
from  which  1  have  endeavoured  to  clear  them  as 
much  as  poffible  in  their  prefent  form.  Mr. 
Faulkner  of  Dublin  is  very  welcome,  therefore, 
to  his  Irijb  edition,  printed  literatim  from  my 
Folio-,  in  which,  I  dare  fay,  the  very  errors  of 
the  prefs  are  moft  religioufly  preferved. 

I  CANNOT  but  regret,  indeed,  that  there  is 
ftill  wanting  one  principal  ornament  to  thefe 
little  volumes ;  I  mean,  the  DEDICATION. 
Not  that  there  are  wanting  perfons  highly  de- 
ferving  of  all  the  praifes,  which  the  moft  obfe- 
quious  and  moft  devoted  Author  could  poflibly 
laviih  on  them:  for  in  all  ages,  and  in  all  na- 
tions, thefe  have  always  abounded.  Latin  Au- 
thors, for  example,  have  never  failed  to  pay  their 
compliments  to  the  illuftrious  family  of  the  IJJimii 
fuch  as  the  laudatijjimi^  the  eminentijjimi^  the  com- 
mendatijjimi,  thefamigfratiffimi,  the  doftiffmiy  the 
it  &c.  and  among  our  own  writers  no  lefs 

refpea 
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refpe&  has  been  fhewn  to  the  numerous  race  of 
the  mojl  famous,  the  mojl  ingenious,  the  mojl 
learned,  the  mojl  eminent,  &c.  It  is  but  juftice, 
that  thofe,  who  offer  the  incenfe,  fhould  "  live  by 
"  the  altar:"  yet,  notwithftanding  I  gave  no- 
tice to  any  Rich  Citizen,  Nobleman,  or  Others, 
that  my  Dedication  fhould  be  difpofed  of  to  the 
Beft  Bidder,  I  have  received  no  overtures  on  that 
head.  In  the  City,  this  Courfe  of  Exchange  has 
not  yet  been  eftablifhed  j  and  among  people  of 
quality,  the  market  has  been  over-ftoclced,  and 
flattery  is  become  a  mere  drug ;  while  fome  of 
them,  who  have  taken  up  the  trade  themfelves, 
have,  perhaps,  confidered  me  as  a  rival  or  inter- 
loper in  the  bufmefs. 

IT  remains  only  to  give  an  account  of  the 
Authors  concerned  in  this  work.  I  am  forry, 
that  I  do  not  know  the  names  of  any  of  the 
Voluntiers,  to  whom  I  have  been  greatly  in- 
debted :  and  as  to  thofe,  who  have  engaged  for 
the  drudgery  of  the  week,  various  conjectures 
have  been  formed  about  them.  Some  are  fure, 
that  the  papers  iigned  T  are  written  by  Mr, 
Such  an  One, — becaufe  it  is  the  firft  letter  of  his 
name;  and  others,  by  Another,  —  becaufe  it  is 

not :  O  is  the  mark  of  the  Honourable ,  or 

Lord  ;  they  know  it  by  the  ftile  :  And  W 

muft 
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muft  be  the  work  of  a  certain  famous  wit, 

and  no  other  : Aut  Erafmu^    out  Diabolus. 

But  to  put  this  matter  out  of  all  doubt,  and  to 
fatisfy  the  curiofity  of  my  readers,  all  I  am  at 
liberty  at  prefent  to  divulge  is,  that  none  of  the 
papers  (to  my  knowledge)  were  written  by  the 

Honourable  ,  or  Lord ,  or  

Efquire;  but  that  thofe  which  are  marked  with 
a  T,  and  thofe  with  an  O,  and  thofe  with  a  W, 
(as  well  as  thofe  which  hereafter  may  perhaps  be 
figned  N,)  are  furnimed  by  the  ingenious  and 
learned  gentleman,  who  has  fubfcribed  his  name 
to  this  paper. 

T,  O,  W,  N. 


END  of  the  SECOND    VOLUME. 
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